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The Second Edition, || 7 


K Enlarged i in ſeveral of its-Sections; with| | _ 3. 
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as.it is uſed in the BOOK, TE 


—_—_—_——— "XK, E. 
< « 


: By EST 
i ” , ; F. bf RR 

By a LAT-MAN -— Þ 
"4a ay 


Y LONDO N, 


Pres for ator und ſep ll Þ 
Wy ; we Roſe in S, Pam's Spepern.as 1 155mg 


PEI EPR, OT 


Y 
— 
*L, 
a 
T 
pert 
T5 = 
4 © TT 
” - 
wu 
LS. 
* ; 4 ” * os peter 
" " . FD £3 N ft & ey oe. WD | - | 
H * bon ibn, F PE - 7 OE | x 
ws {> IL EMS Son Abs SA Ne; 
bt " . w SR" D>; +2: $. by oy 2 9% - F. % 
< if 1 , <0o, C©2&Y; Fo  A9ES.. # 
- \ 4 © pots: COS 1 
; R 9s UE RT. IN WS, woe Fd 
of as iy CS © an. 4 r p IPa , 
s 4: <0 EY Pens ONE RO NT 2 DE WOT > 


| 


/ <0 ER A TEC Pre eons 


THE 


G : Py 5 
4 F F 4 =” 
* iz VA LA 
2 | 
+ ® b. 
4 EY "0" . # : 
4 : > i 3s 
A « - Ry 
\ #8 - » Xp , > by , ” £ y, 
- » 4 2 4 
Go. 
N 4 


TO THE 


P:ous and Intelligent | 
READER- 


A 
F, Reader, thou be indeed 
Mz ſoqualified, as the ſtyle I 
give thee, imports, the fol- 
owing Treatiſe will, Iam 
confident,find a very grate- 
ful acceptance with- thee. 
For as the Subject of it's Diſcourſe is of 
higheſt Conſequence, and ſoeſteem'd by 
all who- have'a greater value for the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, than for the Con- 
cern of ſecular Intereſts and Enjzoyments ; 
ſo will the+handling of it be, with that 
impartiality, ſincerity, and fſertouſheſs 
ſeen perform'd, that thow'lt ealily own it 
to bea Tract wholly defign'd for convidi- 
| ,--& 3 on. 


The Publiſher to the Pious 
on and fatisfattion, not at all for conten- 
tion or oſtentation. This, *tis true, makes 
it appear ina plain.and homely dreſs, the 
Author haviag purpoſely declin'd-Rheto- 


rical Ornaments as fitter for an Eloquent . 


inſinuating Harangue, than for a contro- 
verſial ſtrict Diſcourſe, whoſe aim and 
intent ſhould not be to pleaſe the fancy 
with gay and empty appearances, but to 
fix the. Underſtanding with plain and ſo- 
lid Truths. Whereunto how far this 
{mall Piece in what it treats of, is con- 


ducible, I ſhall wholly leave to thy own , 
impartial thoughts to judge. Permit me” 


yet (which with modeſty ' enough, I 
may crave) to uſe the freedom to tell 
thee, that the Way the Author takes for 
effefting his deſire ( which 1s to be con- 
firm'd upon ſure Grounds, What the 
Means inſtituted by God, for attazning to 
the certain knowlede of Chrifts Dottrine 
be ) is ſuch, that nothing but very calum- 
- nycan accuſe him of any ſiniſter or par- 
tial-proceeding. This although a Motive 
' material for recommending . the peruſal 
of his Book, eſpecially conſidering how 
polemick Diſputes are too frequently 
wr Og manag'd ; 


'k 


a 


and Intelligent Reader. 


manag'd ; yet was my apprehenſion: of 
the ſoundneſs of the Diſcourſe it ſelf, and 
of the great aſſiſtance it brings to the ra- 
tional defence of the truly Proteftant Pro- 
feſſion ( but not of whatſoever is ſo call'd 
by every Opinioniſt ) the principal Ig- 
ducement that mov'd me (with m 

friends.-permiſſion) to publiſh it. I ſpea 

not this ( Courteous Reader ) to foreſtall 


——Tn the leaſt thy Judgment, but remit 


thee to thy full liberty ; and the rather, 
becauſe to do otherwiſe, were to offer 
violence to the nature of the Treatiſe it 
ſelf, whoſe entire complexion, in the 
wholeand every part thereof, is ingenu- 
ous and free, looking on whatſoever 1s 
within its proſpect with the moſt equal 
eye imaginable, and yet paſſing over no- 
thing of Moment without a due inſpeCti- 
on.of it, as by an indifferent view thereof 
thou wilt eafily perceive. Farewel. 
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The Church of England clear'd from the 
guilt of Schiſm, and the Roman juſtly 


blarws' FR being Canſe of the Separation. 
That the joynt Concurrence of Scripture and 
Oral Tradition, ( or the prattical Delivery 
of Chrifts Doftrine) was recommended 
the Bleſſed Apoſtles to the Church ; the Re- 
ſtauration of which Concurrence, (tis hum- 
bly conceiv'd) would be a firm Foundation 
for re-uniting diſſenting Chriſtians in Mat- 
ters of _— axd the Continuance of 

eans for perpetuating Chriſtia- 
nity in it's Ancient native Parity, 
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ERRAT 4. 


Age 35. Line 13. after thereof, inſert (. p. 58.1, 16. for 
ingenious, r, ingenuous. p. 68. 1.8. after ſuch, inſert as, 

P. 79.1. 5. for argument, r. arguing. p. 82. |. 2. for Article, 
r. Articles. p. 130. 1.10. for us, r. as, p.136.1 7, for not be. r, 
108 to be, p.176.1. 25. after diſcretion, inſert ( p.189.h. 5. for 


: other, r. others. The reſt of the Errata's are ſome few very 
* obyious literal miſtakes and miſpointings. 
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> _Us&gd by Controvertilts in the 
ROMAN and REFORMED 


CHURCHES. 


With the Authors Impartial thoughits of 
each of them ; | 

And his own Opinion declared, wherein he 
conceives the Rule of Faith doth truly conſiſt. 


EI 


=. 


SECTION I. 


There is a Rule of Faith inſtituted by God, 
T hree different Opsnions among the Learn- 
ed of the Roman Religion wherein it 


conſiſts, 


INCE it was the Almighties good 
pleaſure to Create Haz, it became 
| his Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs not only 
to ordain an- End convenient for his 
Rational Nature, with Means likewile ' 

--- avail- | 


2 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
available to the attainment of the ſame ; 
but alſo to conſtitute a Way by which he 
m1ght come to the manifeſt Kowledze of 
both ; for in vain would the Two former 
| have been inſtituted without the //f, 
when by thzs alone, both the other were 
to be. made kxown unto him. 

That therefore there is a Way ordain'd 
by God, whereby to underſtand aright 
Mans Chief” Ezd, and the proper Means 
available to it, remains without diſpute. 
Yet ſuch however is the Variance and 
Conteſt amongſt many men of very great © 
Parts and Learning about it, that through \, ; 
' their ſubtle Arguments, .and” eager Zeal | 
to defend every one his eſpouſed Opinion, 
not a few ſober well-minded Chriſtians 

. arebrought into a Labyrinth of intricate 
Difficulties and Doubts what they ought 
to believe ; while the Controvertiſts in Re- 
ligion, though they all of them aſſert in 
general, that the 'Do#rine revealed by 
Chrift and his Apoſt tes is ſufficient for every | 
mans Salvation, continue nevertheleſs at 
perpetual Difcord and Diſpute what in '” 
Aatticular the Truths revealed by them are ; 
ecauſe they'l come to. no wo } 
, apourt | 


iz the Roman and Reformed Churches, 3 
about the Way or Mears which ſhould 
uide Men to the Xzzowledge of them ; or 
in what the Rule of Faith (as Polemick 
Diſputants phraſe it ) doth conſiſt, | 
W herefore ſince the knowledge of 
Chrifts DoifFrine, and of the Chief exd of 
Man, together with the Meazs available 
to the obtaining of it, is one and the 
ſame thing ; it's of that concern to be ra- 
tionally aſſured, which is in very deed the 
Right Rule of Faith, that all poſſible en- 
deavours would be abundantly recom- 
penſed, by acquiring a well-grounded {a- 
tisfaction therein. To which end the 
beſt Expedient I know of, will, I judge, 
be this, to take an equal and impartial 
view of the different Opinions about it, 
that by comparing them together, I may 
be enabled either to make a right choice 
of ſome Oze before the reſt; or elſe to 
gather from the whole Diſquifition, that 
{atisfaCction is not to be expected without 
a farther enquiry to be made wherein the 
Rule of Faith doth to a throughly un- 
_—_ Judgment appear rightly to be 
laced. : | 
: The firſt difference worthy of notice 
B 2 | about 
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4 Theſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
about the Rule of Faith, is concerning ' 
the Nature of the Aſſurance which it is to 
afford ; ſome affirming that ir ought to 
give zxfallible certainty, whilſt others ſay 
that it need only vield a moral certitude, 
or ſuch an Afſuranceas is ſufficient to re- 
move actual doubting, but not which ren- 
ders it 7mpoſſible to be deceived Matters 
of Faith, Thoſe that hold the Rule 4 

 Faithto be infallible quoad 9s, in reſpe 
of us, arepart of them of the Romay, and 

part of the Reformed Church. Thoſe 
who maintain the coxtrary, are only ſome 
of the Reformed, As to the Merit of ei- \ 

' ther Opinion, I'll leave the diſcuſhon of 
it to-another place ; and at preſent ſhew, 
wherein the Romiſh Controvertilts; » of 
which there are Three principal ſorts, will 
have the Rule of Fazth to conſiſt. 

The firſt fort maintain that 4 Gezeral 
_ "Conncil confirmed by the Pope ( or, as ſome 
* chuſe rather to ſay, the Pope defining in a 
Gemeral Conncil) cannot err in matters of 
Faith, and thereupon aſſert, p 
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The Definition off a General Council, 
confirmed by the Pope, or, The De- 


fint- 


” in the Roman and ReformedChurches. 5 © | 
finition of the Pope in a General 
Council to be the Rule of Faith. 


The Second ſort affirm, that 4 Gere- 

' ral. Council conciliarly proceeding, is before 

1 % #ts Confirmation by the Pope infallible in 

” Points of Faith; whence according to the 
Opinion of theſe men, 


The Definition of a General. C ouncil, 
conciliarly proceeding is the Rule of 
Faith, 1 


The Third ſort aſſert, that The Living 
Voice of the Church, or, Oral Tradition, is 
zu Articles of Faith perpetually the ſame; 
and fo will have, Re D 


Oral Tradition, or, The Living Voice 
of the Church in every Age of time, 
that which is the Rule of Faith. 


If will be here of uſe, for avoiding 
Confuſion, and preventing miſtake to ob- 
ſerve, that Oral Tradition is held by the 
1 raditioniſts to comprehend and deliver 
the Whole Doitrine of Saluation, preſerv'd 
Dd 3- <5 ol 
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6 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 

-  Inthe hearts of the Faithful throughout 

all Ages from the firſt Plantation of Chri- 4 

ſfianity, and is therefore maintained by 

them to be the adequate and primary Rule 

of Chriſtian - Faith, ( without having y 
e 


ependence On Scripture) which unleſs | * 
the Pope and Gezeral Councils cloſely ad- | 
here to, and follow in Defining Points of | 
Faith, they are not ( fay the Traditiozifts) | 


exempt from Error in framing theirDefinz- 
tons, and in cafe they deviate from it, 
actually err. But the Definitions of either ; 
Popes, or Councils are not held by the q 
other two-ſorts of Romiſh Controvertiſts _ - +}; 
to be the P7imary Rode of Faith. For the 4 
One of them aſſerting that the Pope, the : 
Other that a Gezeral Council 1s infallible in | 
declaring what Divine Truths are con- | 
tained in the Written word of God, called ' © 
FHholy Scriptyre, and in the Unvritter word 
of G od, (tyled Apoſftolical Traditions, both 
of them averr the DivizeWord to be the 
Primary Rivle of Faith ; and the Definitions 
of Popes and Conneits to be a Declarative 
Ruleonly, of what the Primary Rule con- 
tains, to the! Church, And' yet becauſe 
ſuch Definitions are elteem'd by them as 
Ap © true 
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:# the Roman and Reformed Churches. 7 
true and ci#t4in as the Primiry Rule, and 
withal more c/early and plainly expreſſive 
of the Mizd and Will of God, they. judge 
it fit anduſeful to Reſolve Fazthinto thoſe, 
rather than into this, which they think the 
Pope,or a General Conn alone wg Ax oe 
bly to interpret and give the tre ſenſe of. 
This I take to be the generally received 
ſentence of thoſe who reſolve Faith into 
Definitions of Popes, or General Councils. 
Yet there are amongſt them (of which 
number are Stapleton, ReleiF, Controv, 4, 
Queſt. 2. and Valentia, Tom. 3. Diſpat. 
1.) whoſe Opinion is, that Definitions 
concerning Pozzts of Faith are not Con- 
cluſions following from any Means uſed as 
from Premiſſes neceſſarily inferring, and 
evidencing the /aze, but the Prodiet of 
the Holy Spirits extraordinary. and imfme- 
diate Operation and Suggeſtion, yet not 
till a due uſe of Means has firſt been made - 
and performed, | 


« R 
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8 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith | 


SECTION 11, 


The Firſt Opinion mentioned, of the Roma- 
nifts, that a General Council confirm: 

_ edby the Pope, is Infallible in Matters 
-- of Faith, conſidered of, and found to be 


EYYOmegms, 


O Argue here, as ſome Uo, that a 

2 Gezeral Council hath either erred , 
or not erred before it be confirmed by the 
Pope; if it haye erred, the Popes confir- 
mation cannot make an Error become a 
Truth ;- 1f it have not erred, the Confir- 
mation adds nothing to the Truth'of the 
Definition : toargue, Tfay, thus, is fair 
enough, I confeſs, the Propofition thus 
worded, 'a Gereral Conncil Confirmed by 
the Pope cannot err; but yet is not to me, 
T muſt needs own, convincing, inrefpect 
of the ſenſe intended ; for it is not meant, 
that the Popes Confirmation makes the Defi- 
nition of the Council to be Infallibly true, but 
that it only ſbews it to be ſo, when there 
was no #fallible aſſurance of its truth be- 
fore. But then this heing ſuppoſed to be 
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in theRoman axd Reformed Churches, -9 


their meaning whoſe the Propoſition is, 


| Tet them change it, as in reaſon they 


ought, and expreſs it thus, The Pope in 
Confirming 4 General Council cannot ery.; 
and when 'tis ſo rendred, it will be eaſily 
found to be erroneous, For if the Pope 
may be an Heretick, he may err ;. 1n mat- 
ters of Faith ; and that he may be an Here. 
zick is apparent from Gratias (whom 
Bellarmin atteſts, Decreta & Canoes tum ex 
Pontificum Epiſtolis & Conciliorum Defini- 
Honibus, tum ex Libris Sanitorum Patrum 


ſatis diligenter collegiſſe, 1ib. de Tranſlat. Im- 


perii Rom, 1 Cap. 13.pag. 979. D.) diſtintt. 


40. Where'tis ſaid, S7 Pape ſue & frater- 
ne ſalutis negligens deprehenditur, inutilis 
& remiſſut in operibus ſuis; & inſuper 2 
bono taciturnus, quod magis officit ſibi & 
omnibus, nibilominus innumerabiles populos 
cateruatim ſecum ducit,. primo mancipio Ge- 
henne cum ipfo plagis multis in eternum v4- 
pulaturns, hujus culpas iſtic redarguere pre- 
fſumit mortalium. nullis, quia cunitos iþſe 
judicaturus a nemine eft judicandius nift de- 
prehendatur a FIDE devins, Yea and 
which is more, we have this following 
plain acknowledgment of PETS reat 
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Hadrianus cum Copcitio Romano, imo & 
tote Synodus Offava' Generalis ſenſerit in 
canſa Hereſis Romanum Pontificem judicari 
poſſe, Bellarm, Tom. 1.1, 2. de Row. Pontif, 
. cap. 30, Seeing then the Pope may err 
in Faith, and bean Heretick, what ſhould 
hinder him, when an Erroxcous Council, 
with which he accords -in Opinion, re- 
quires hisConfirmation,from confirming it? 
Not his J#dgmert, for that is ſuppoſed to 
be the ſame with the Conncls. Akd if his 
Fudgnient do not hinder him, much leſs 
can his Wiſin oppoſition to his Jedement 
be thought todo it ;' for otherwiſe his Ho- 
lineff ſhould refuſe to do an AQ, which 
his J#dgmert told him ought to be done 
for 'the Berefit of the whole Church, for- 
aſmuch as the Poznt defined by the Conr- 
cilis held both by himſelfand them to be 
an Article of Faith. If it be replyed (as 
Cardinal Be/arm, indeed doth 1:6. 4. de 
Rom. Pontif. cap. 3.) that albeit the Pope 
as a particular Door ſhould embrace an 
Heyetical T ener, yet he could not as Paſtor 
of the Vntiverſa/ Church propound it to be 
believed by Chriſtians, (as he would do in 
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x0. The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
Champion, Now poſſummn non negare quin 


y | 5#x»theRoman and Reformed Churches. 17 
I confirming the erroneous Definition of a 
Gezeral Council) leſt otherwiſe the Flock 
of Chriff ſhould univerſally be led aſtray : 
My Anſwer is, that God no doubt, would 
work Miracles, and make a corrapt tree 
bring forth good fruit, and cauſe an Heye- 
tick to preach Truths dire&ly oppoſite to 
his own Thoughts, rather than the Gates 
of Hell ſhould prevail againſt his Church. 
But what, I pray, neceſſity has the A/- 
' mighty to take ſuch ſtrange unnatural 

_ courſes to preſervethe Church by ? Muſt 
all menunavoidably err, if one principal 
perſon do? Or is there no other poſſible 
Way to be confirmed in the knowledge 
of al neceſſary Divine Truths, but from 
the Popes Confirmation of a General Coun- 
cil? Had the Catholick Church indeed no 
certainty of the truth of Chriffs Divinity 


{. tillthefirſt NViceze Council was approved 


on by the Biſhop of Rome ? Or was ſhe 
without a full aſſurance that the Holy 
GhoſFwas God co-effential with the Father 
and the Soz till the Popes confirmation of 
the Second Gezeral Countil held at Conſtan- 
zinople? Ordid the Belief of two Natures 
in Chrift, Djvine and Humane, derive its 
Er” 2 __ _ Origin 


12 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
Origin from the dare of his Holineff his 
 Approbation of the General Council of Chal- 
cedon ? The Catholick Church, *tis agreed 
on all hands, can never err in Fundamen- 
tal Verities, but does her 1zerrability for 
certain depend upon oxe ( thoughprime ) » | * 
Biſhop's Infaliibility in propounding them ? - 
| Nothing leſs, the contrary being ſo evi- | 

dently clear, that it is an Article of Faith 
to believe the Inerrability of the Catholick 
Church in Fundamentals; ſince to believe 
Ore holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Church-- 
( which is an Art/«/e of our Creed) is to 
believe that there 1s perpetually A Soczery 
of Chriſtians, who hold and profeſs One hot 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith in all the 
world; the Definition of the Catholick 
Charch neceſſarily containing this, that it 
iS A Soctety of Chriſtian People united inthe 
Belief and Profeſſion of One holy Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Faith, every where the ſame. 
But it is fo far from being an Article of 
Faith, that the Pope as Pope, cannot teach 
Herefie ; or that mien he teaches the' whole 
Church, he cannot err in things pertaining 
to Faith, as that Bellarmiz himſelf, though 
he ſaies it is an Opinion the- ——_— 
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of three mentioned by him, 1:6. 4. de Rom. 
Pontif. cap. 2. held -by Catholicks differ- 
ing each from other, yet he owns there 
that the oppoſite Dotrine (viz. that the 


retical,becaulc it is tolerated by the Church. 
This alone is enough to evince, that the 
Inerrability of the Church in Matters of 
Faith,depends not on the I»fallibi/ity of the 


. Popes propounding them, becaule it js 


both heretical and a contradiction, in ad- 
jedto ( as was ſhewn above) to aftirm that 
the Catholick Charch can err in Points of 
Faith ; but *tis neither, to aſſert that the: 
Pope as Pope can teach Hereſie, Yea the 
Cardinal in the place laſt quoted out of 
him, dire&s to 'ſeveral learned Writers 
of their Church, Nius, Gerſon, Almain, 
Alphonſus de Caſtro and Pope Adrian 6. 
who all of them, he faith, averr, that 
the Pope as Pope may be an Heretick and 
teach Hereſie ; and that it actually hath 
fallen out that he did; after wiich he 
concludes, {peaking of thoſe Authors, 
thus, Qui omnes non in Pontifice, ſed. in 
Eccleſia ſive in Concifio Generali tantum, 


conſtituunt Infallibilitatew judicit de rebus 


Fidei. 


Popeas Pope may teach Hereſie) is not he- | | 
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14 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
Fidez, Nor is the Tenet of the Popes [z- 
fallibility 1n Defining Points of” Faith bare- 
ly accuſed by ſeveral learned Romaniſts 
of Errour; but it iseven exclaimed againſt 
by ſome of them. as an Opinion of moſt 
dangerous and pernicious conſequence, be- 
cauſe if it ſhould come to be univerſally 
belieyd, it might prove the Ryze of the 
Church ; for Fnce the Pope may be an 
Heretick ; in caſe he ſhould at any time 
really become one, ſo many Chriſtians, as 
verily thought him to be 7»fallible in things 
of Faith, would upon certain riotice had 
of his Opinion, and of his Endeavour to 
propagate it, (which, conſidering the na- 
tural Cree men have to wiſh their own 
Sentiments, eſpecially when eſteem'd of 
neceſſary uſe, to be embraced by others, 
he would be prone to do) turn Herericks. 
together with him ; and ifſo be all Chri- 

. ſtians ſhould think the like of him, all 
would do the ſame, and then farewell 
Church ; for by the holding of any one Er- 
ror deſtructive of a Fundamental Truth, or 
Article of Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, the 
.Charch would loſe an eſſential part,of its 
Beipg, and cealſc to be the Spouſe of Chriſt. 

| : SECT. 
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SECT. IIL 


| F? The Second Opinion of” the Romaniſts, viz. 


that, 4 Gezeral Council conciliarly pro- 
ceeding, is before its Confirmation by the 
Pope Infallible in Matters of Faith, bein 
th 28 into Conſideration, and the double 
meaning which the words Conciltarl 
proceeding are capable of, explain'd, the 
Truth of the Propoſition in each ſenſe 
zs difcuſs'd, andinthe One acknowledged, 
in the Other denied, | , 


H E Afſertion of the Secozd fort of 
Romiſh Controvertiſts, that a General ' 
Conncil Conciliarly proceeding cannot err in 
Matters of Faith, may be underſtood ( as 
it iSrendred at large ) in a twofold ſenſe; 
#3 for ifthe words conci/iarly proceeding in- 
Z clude (as they well may) an z»faliible 
YZ Rule whichall Councils ought ftriftly to 

follow, the Meaning of the Propoſition is, 

that a Gezeral Council proceeding by an In- 


FI fallible Rule, not deviated from, cannot err ; 


F andſo taken, it is an evidently certain 
truth. But if by Conciliarly proceeding be 
ah intended 
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16 Theſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith © | 
intended only, that the Pre/ars enjoy their 
due Freedsm without Fraud or Fear to per- 
vert their 41-25, then the Propoſition 
muſt intimate this, that a Gezeral Conncit 
left to its own juſt liberty cannot err in 
framing Definitions of Faith; in which, 
ſenſe the Aſſertion will admit of debate, 
whether it be true or no. For if it be 
not certain, that every Free General Conn- 
cil cloſely ſtill adheres to an I»fallible Rule 
in all its Definitions about Faith, there can 
be no certainty,. but that a Free General 
Council may err in defining Points of Faith , 
becauſe in caſe the Biſhops rely upon any 
other Ground ( as for example, on their 
s+i1l of Interpreting Holy Writ over and 
above the underſtanding of plain Texts of 
Scripture, and of making eceſſary and 
clear deduttions from them ; or on their 


profound knowledge 10. Theologie and School- 


divinity) in making their definitions, we 
have no good Aſſurance that they cannot 
erry and declare ſomething to be an Ar7#- 
cle of Faith, which is not ſo. 'For ſince 
the ſeveral mentioned Abi/ities ( however 
commendable in their kind ) come ſhort 
of being I»fallible; that which has no 

| * more 
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rationally afſureothers that their definitions: 


Be inthe Roman and Reformed C hurches, 17 -| 
' more-certainty for its truth, than what + 


depends upon them, cannot in Reaſon be 
held to be of 7»fallible verity. If reply be 


- made, that Chriſt has promiſed to be with 


his Church to the end of the World, and 
that albeit the Fathers met in Council make 
uſe of Humane Aids and Means in-their 
ſearch after Divine Truths; yet they do 
not {o rely thereon, as to think their De- 
finitions imply to depend upon ' humane 
endeavours and performances, . but on the 
promiſed afſiftance of Chriffts Spirit in 
gu:ding,' in the due ufe of the wears in 
themſelves fable, to the Truth zxfalbbly. 
My r2turnis, that admitting Chriffs pro- 
miſed preſence by his Spirit to the Church, 
extends to . the Church Repreſentative 
( which isa lawful Ger. Council) fo as in- 
fallibly to guide it in-the due uſe of means 


toall neceſſary Traths ;. yet unleſs the Bi-: 


ſhops certainly know, when they have 
throughly made. due uſe of means, and 
wholly performed whatever is requiſite 
on their parts for the diſcovery of the: 
Truth theyare ir-{earch of, they cannei-: 
ther be /uficrently aſſured themſelves, | nor-: 


are 
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18 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith - 
| are #/zfalliblytrue. And whence they can + 
| certainly know, that they have throughly . 4 
' madedue uſe of mears, and wholly per- 
form'd whatever is requiſite on their parts 
for the diſcovery of the Truth, they are 
in ſearch of, unleſs the ears made uſe of 
. - - evidently ſhew the Truth ſought after, 
{ which it is here ſuppoſed they do not, 
fallible means, whereof the Speech now } 
is, being never able to give infallible po- 
rice'of the Truth by affording a clear evi= } 
dence of the ſame) whenſcever we ſhall #| 
be made acquainted therewith, an Obli- | 
gation will lye upon us to own it asa great 
and rare diſcovery, if manifeſted to our 
Reaſon to be true.” But till then, it will 
be Prudence (1n my thoughts ) to ac- 
quieſcein the old faſhion'd doftrine,. that 
| {ſuch as the Premiſſes are, fuch will be the 
f. Conclaſion ; if the Premiſſes be only proba- 
ble, theConclufion will be no more; if the 
| Premiſjes be gran < the Concluſion will 
t beino leſs ; if the Premiſes be infallble, 
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to. infallible truths, ſhould firſt demon- 
ſtrate, thar they are evidently groundetl 
6n an infallible bottom, This, I tind, the 


| Traditionary Diſputants think no more. 


than equitable and fitting to bedone.; and 
for that.cauſe make profter of direQing us 
ro.2 plain and ealie Ry/e of an infallible 


nature, by which' we may be fully. and 


clearly aſſured that the whole Dottrine of 
Faith profeſſed by the Charch of Rome is 
znfallibly true. Of which great proffer 


1 What good perfortnance they 'make, an 


_ impartial enquiry ſhall hereafter, next 


enſue. 


The Third Opinion of the Romiſh party that, 
Theliving Voice of the'Church,or Oral 
Tradition is tm Articles of Catholick anti 
Apoſtolick Faith,perpetually the ſame in1 all 
Ages, more largely handled than the two 
former ( beranſe now moſt'in vogue with 
the Learned of that Profeſſion here in 
England ) and impartially weigh # and 

conſidered of. KALE OP: 4112.9 
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1HE third ſort of the Romiſh pole- 
-  mick Diſputants, finding ( Iimagine) 
that the #ws former fell ſhort of giving la- 
| tisfaction to many ſober judicious pectons, 
| took upon them to demonſtrate, That the 
Do@rize of the preſent Roman Church, #s 
the ſame in Matters of Faith,” which Chriſt 
| and his Apoſtles tanght : 1o that theſe like- 
wiſe, 'as well as the other, attribute 2zfa/- 
tibility to their Church, yet not depending | 
on an immediate influencefrom Heaven, bur 
| on a ſeries of Cauſes ſerled by the good Pro- 
|  widenceof God, Which in their own za- 
tareare ſuch, as cannever fail to tranſmit 
the Dodrine of Salvation both pure and en- 
tire from generation to-generation while 
the World laſts. 
The Cauſes. which efteft this, they. fay 
is Oral Tradition, or the living voice of the - | 
Church, which they affirm to be always | 
"the. /amz in every diflerent Age of . the | 
world; {0 that not only whatſoever was de- 
liver'd to the Primitive Chriſtians by 
q | _ Chriſt and his Apoftles as a Point of Faith, 
| hath been perpetually handed down from 
tim? to time, without interruption. till 


7 #n theRomanurnd Reformed Churches. 21 
7 our days, as''/uch, and will be to the - 
3 worldsend; but alſo that nothing under 
the.notion of -an- Article of Faith can ever 
be receiv'd andentertain'd by the Church, 
which is-not really and #raly ſo.  . | 
The former of theſe Afſertions they la- 
bour to prove from the 7zdefed#ible nature 
of Tradition ;. the latter from this Maxim 
held (as they ſay) in thepreſent Church 
of Rome, that the Chriſtian Faith - was de- 
liver'd to her as deſcending withont | inter: 
ruption from Chrift and his Apoſtles ; which 
Maxim .they tell us, their Church muſt 
needs in every Age have had: Foral- 
much as if any of its Members 1n any one 
Age had gone about to take.it up, and 
tell: their Poſterity, That the Faith they 
deliver'd to them, was receiv*d by them- 
ſelves from their Anceſtors and Prede- 
ceſſors, as un-interruptedly deſcending 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, when it was 
not ſo; the Attempt of ſuch a plain and 
impious Impoſture would have had no 
power todeprave the whole Chxrch, fince 
it -cannot be conceiv'd, that vaſt multi- 
tudes of people; eſpecially Chriſtian,could 
poſſibly bedrawn to conſpire together in 
| 2 on. ſo 
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22 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
ſo notorious and baſe a Falſhood, as that 
would have plainly been. 

' To the former Aﬀertion, (viz. That 


mhatſoever- was deliver'd to the Primitive 


Chriſtians by Chriſt and his Apoſt tes, aa 'Þ 


Point of Faith, hath been perpetwally handed 
down from time to time without interruption 


till our days, as ſuch,) and it's afſign'd 


. proof, the 7ndefetibility of Tradition, 1 


{hall fay nothing here, but remit the dil- 
courſe, I intend upon them, to another 


place; and at preſent enquire, Whether 
_ the preſent Church'of Rome does indeed 
depend on this Maxim, for the certainty 


of the purity of her Faith, That Chriſts 
Do#trine was deljver'd to her, as deſcending 
without interruption from Chriſt and. his 
Apoſtles? For if it appear,upon trial made, 
{he doth not; then however indefeQible 
Tradition be, it may notwithſtanding fall 
out, that zew Articles of Faith may be in- 
troduced into the Church upon ſome other 


Ground, 'not-firm and ſafe ; ſuch as the 
Traditionifts will, I know, grant, That 
the Definition of a General Council, not 
founded on Oral Tradition, but on this 
Preſumption, That the Biſhops effeQually 


pro- 
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proceeding to define,. are immediately in- 
ſpir'd from Heavez, is. And that the 
Roman Church does not rely on the men- 
tioned Maxim for the certainty of the p#- 
rity and uncorruptednefs of her Faith, TI 
have ſomething which ſeems conſiderable, 
and of moment, to alledge in proof. 

It will not, I preſume be deny'd, That 
Cardinal Bellarmiz, and the learned Ro- 
miſh Controvertiſts, more generally taken 
notice of after him, ever fince the Refor- 
mation, till Ruſhworths Dialogues came to 
light, ( for all that they made it their bu- 
ſineſs to reſolve Faith, according to the 


belief} and pratfice of their Church) did 


not conclude and averr Tradition to be the 
alone ſafe Means of conveying Chriſts Do- ' 
frine to the knowledge of ſucceeding 
Ages. Andif ſuch great Lights among 
the Roman Clergy, miſtook the Rule of 
Faith, how can we reaſonably think, that 
the inferior Paſtors and Laicks in their 


time, knew itaright? And if they knew 


it not, neither could thev rely on it as /xch. 
For although it were granted (which ſome 
ſay ) that Be{armin himſel, and all the 
learned Clerks of the Roman Church, no 
GC 4 _08-- 


24 Theſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
leſs than the other Clergy and Lay-men, 
did practically rely on . Tradition, 1n as 
| much as they were Orally taught their Re- 
ligion by the preceeding Generation ; and 
that again by the next before it, and fo {til 
backwards, oe Age of another, ever ſince 
the very firſt beginning of hs pager ; 
yet unleſs they alſo kzowizgly did it, when 
once they came to make enquiry upon 
what ſtedfaſt Ground the Chriſtian faith 
was to be embrac'd, they would no longer 
reſt upon the 7»ſfruttion they had. when 
| they fir/# in their younger years believ'd, 
if G be upon ſearch made, they conceiv'd 
( as it ſeems the chiefeſt of them, beſides 
many more, if not the generality, did ) 
that the certainty of faith was not founded 
on Oral Tradition, their firlt Inſtrufor in 
it, but on ſomething elſe. Yea, I think, 
I ſhall not miſtake the truth, if, I fay, 
that it was not the private opinion of ſome 
. great DNo#ors, and their followers only ; 
but the ſenſe of the Conncil of Trext it ſelf 
alſo ; That fazth is not reſolved into Oral 
Traditionas it's adequate Rule; whilſt in 
conſulting the firſt Decree. of the fourth 
Scion of that Council, T find twa Paſſages, 
: | | which 
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in the Roman and Refornied Churches. 25 
which ſeem to make it out : The former 
of them is this, Sacroſant#s, Oecumenica, 


& Generalis Tridentina Synoaus,&c, perſpi- 


c:ens hane ( nempe Chriſtianam ) werita- 
tem Of diſciplinam , continert in Libris 
fſeriptis, & fine Scripto Traditionibus, que 
ex ipſizs Chriſti ore ab Apoſtolis accepte, aut 


ab ipſis Apoſtolis Spiritu Santto dittante, 


quaſi per mannus tradite, ad nos uſque perve- - 


nerunt, Orthodoxorum Patrum exempla ſe- 
cata, omnes Libros tam veteris quam novui 
Teſt amenti cum utrinſque Deus fit Author, 
necnon Traditiones ipfas tum ad fidem, tum 
ad Mores pertinentes, tanquam vel ore te- 


nus aChriſto, vel a Spiritu Santto diftatas, 


& continu4 ſucceſſione in Eccleſia Catholics 
conſervatas part pietatis afſettu, ac reveren- 
tia ſuſcipit, ' ac veneratur, The latter 
Paſſagecloſeth up the Decree thus ; $7 quis 
Libras ipſos integros ( Scripture ſcilicet 


cum omnibus ſuis partibus, prout in Eccleſia 


Catholica legi conſueverunt, & inveteri vul- 
gata Latina Eaitions habentur, pro Sacris 
& Canonicis non ſuſceperit, & T raditiones 


' pradiftas ſciens & prudens contempſerit, 


anathema ſit. Omnes ttaque intellizant quo 
ordine, '& via ipſa Synod, poſt jaftum 


det 


gs Theſeveralway: of Reſolving Faith 
fidei fundamentumſit progreſſura, & quibus 
potilſimum Teft imoniis, ac Praſidiis in con- 
rmendis Dogmatibus, © inflaurandis in 
Eccleſia Moribas ſit uſurs. In both theſe 
Paſſages, Scripture and Apoſtolical Trads- 
tions are _—_ contradiſtinguiſh'd, as 
wally relating ſome way or other to Chr:. - 


iaz Faith and Mazners. And although 
in the former place, they ſeem to be prix- 
cipally oppog'd, as the Writtes, and Un-\ 
written Word of God; yet not without \ 
this apparent intimation alſo, that as the 
Books, or Written Words calld Scripture, 
lead to the ſerſe or Dotrinze contain'd in 


' them; {o likewiſe the Unwritten Words 
wherein Apoſtolical Traditions are taught, 
guide to the »earize couch'd in them !: 
fo that as Scriptureand Apoſtolical Trad:- 
rri0zs taken in the former ſenſe, are held 
by the Council to be equally the Word of 

| God; ſo are they moreover in the /atter 
ſenſe held to be equaly ſignificative and * 

expreſſive of the Dotfrine of. Salvation - 7 
delivered by them. But in the /atter re- 
hearſed place of the Decree, Scripture and 
Apoſtolical Traditions are chiefly to be un- 


derſtood of written and unwritten words 
di- 
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direQting to the knowledge of the ObjeFs 
of Faith; as appears by theſe Lines here 
following tranſcrib'd from thence : Quibus 
potifſimiim Teſt imoniis, & Preſidits ( nempe 
Scripturi & Traditionibus ) #7: confleman- 
dis. Dogmatibus, & inſtaurandis in Feeleſis 
Moribus, fit uſura Synodus, For Scriptuve 
.. and Traditions, cannot here be taken for 
Chriſts Doitrine it ſelf, but for CharatFeys 
and Sounds, apt to diſcover what 1s meart 
by them. From the whole, therefore” T 
gather, That the Council of Trent, reſolves 
Faith into Scripture and Apoſtolical Trad. 
ious, when taken for the Word of God, 
or Do#trine of Satvation, as into it's proper 
Objef; and into the ſame Scripture and * 
Traditions, when taken, the oe for a 
Rm in Writing, 'the other for an Oral 

eftimory,as into it's adequate Rule ; ſavin 
what the Adverb potiſ/imum, in the laff 
recited Paſſage of the Council may perad- 
venture abate. 

In hopes to enervate the farce of this 
Diſcourſe, *twill not improbably, be faid, 
That Scripture and  Apoſtolical Tradidions 
are granted to be held by the -Tridentis 
Council; the Totum or Extent of all reveaPd * 
| Truths ; 


28 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
Truths; and conſequently the: Charadters 
and Sourds,. or the written and wawrittes 
words,, wherein they are contain'd, the 
material Rule of Faith; but ſeeing it is 
Oral Tradition that informs us of the ſexe 
of 'both, this alone is the formal Rule, of 
Faith; and that: even according*':to the 
mind of the Trext :Fathers themſelves ; as. 
the ſubſequent:paſſage of the ſecond De- 
creeof the fourth Sefton, teſtifieth; 4d co- 
ercenda petulantia ingenia decernit (eadem 
kcilicet- SacroſanQta-Synodus)) ut memo ſue 
prudentie innixus in rebus Fidei, & Morum 
ad edificationem Doitzine Chriſtiane perti- 
nentium,- ſacram Seripturam, ad ſus ſenſus 
contorquens, contra \eum ſenſuni quem tenuit 
ac tenet Sanita Mater Eccleſia, cujus eft i 
dicare de vero ſenſu: & interpretatiane Scri- 
pturarum ſanitarum,. aut etiam contra ſen- 
ſum unanimem Patrum ipſam Scripturam 
ſacram interpretari audeat, £q | 

In return to this, Ifhall not deny, but 
that if. Holy Scripture were Writ, and 4- 
poftolical. Traditions: expreſs'd in Words, 
not plainly ſignificative of. one determinate 
ſenſe, but had their intelligibleneſs in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Manners. from Oral T ra- 

_— dition, 
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dition;or the Living Voice of the Church 
in every, Age, this a/oze would be the for- 
mal Rule of Faith. Butthen, ir caſe the 
thing were truly ſo, and the late quoted 
Place of the Council intended 'as much; I 
ee not how that learned 'Aſſembly can be 
clear'd from contradicting it ſelf ; lince 
Scripture, -and Apoſtolical Traditions, - if 
meer anintellig ible CharaQters and Sounds; 
without their ſuppos'd authentick Inter- 


” 4 -» 
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zo The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
the ſence of the rehearſed Paſſage is far 
more obvious, than that which hath been 
mention'd, ( if not evident ) to be this; 
That whenſoever the Holy: Striprare is 
through either weakneſs, or wilfulnefs 
drawn to a wrong ſexſe, it of Right be- 
longs to the Goverzoxrs of the Church to 
declare the 7s /exce thereof ; which the 
Conxcil might very- well think to be juſt 
and fitting without ſuppoſing the words of 
Seripture to be unſenPd Charatters, fince 
experience dayly ſhew?, that things eaſie 
to be underſtood, are ofteri miſtaken by 
the wn/gar, atid very plain words and 
ſentences wreſted by men of ſabele-wits, 
t0a perverſe ſenſe, $00! T 

Two Witmiſſes theti of Chriſts Dottyinr, 
viz. Scripture and Apoſtolieal Tradjtwns, 
the Conncil of Trent fill ſeems to me 
plainly to aſſert, But beſides theſe, let's 
les ifthere was not moreover a third, 
which the Pre/ars had an eye'to, it reſpe&t 
of ſomething defined by them';' for T can- 
not conjecture, what they ſhould mean 
by the Word porifimim, mentioned be* | 
fote, except this, That there are ſome | 
divine Truths, which are not fo clearly 
wp con- | 


by: 
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contain*deither in Scripture, or Apoſtolica 
Traditions, astqbe ſufficiently atteſted bY 
them; and that therefore, they ftogd 
need of 'a further Teſtimony, to make 
them manifeſt, which whether -it was 
the «unanimous conſent of the Fathers, 6f 
the immedzate aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
or ſomething elſe which the Connell in- 
tended, I have no need to be {crupulous 
about, ſince my buſineſs in this place, was 
no more but to diſcover, Whether *the 
Church of Rome ( as *tis affirm'd by the 
Traditionifts ) do really rely on this Max- 
2 for her Faith, thatit was recommend: 
ed to her as Orally deſcending by a continued 
ſucceſſion, from Chriſt and his Apoſtles 3 ot 
that it 1s but a thing fpecioully pretended, 
on her Behalf, to avouch her Doctrine by ; 
wherein, as the preceeding Diſcourſe hath: 
already ſhewn in general, fo. the fubſe- 
quent will hereafter ſhew in- particular; 
what the truth ' ro my apprehenfion is z 
whilft that which has been faid, concern- 
ing the Council of Trent's opinion” in the- 
Point, ſhall be further ſeconded and*cbn- 
firm'd by ſeveral I>ſtances out -6f -the 


The 
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The fr/ ſhall be, That it has' defin'd 

Sefs. 4. Decree 1. what Books are: Cazon;- 
cal Scripture, and anathematizes thoſe who 
will not. receive them as /uch, amongſt 
which the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is one ; 
and yet it has not always been eſteent'd Ca- 
nonical by the Weſtern Church, as is grant- 
ed by Cardinal Perron, and others of the 
Romiſh Profeſſion, that St. Jerom, \whole 
teſtimony cannot bein reaſon refus 
firms ; for being in his time an em 
Member of the Fm Church, he could not 
be ignorant 6f her practice; and that he 
would write - an | «truth, whereof he 
might eaſily be deteCted, is not at all cre- 
dible. ; ENTS 20G, 

« The Secozd Inſtance 1s, That the Books 
 4poeryphal, for which there is no Vniver- 
ſal Tradition, that they are the Word of 
Goa,. as Dr. Cofixs { late Lord Biſhop of 
Durham) in his Scholsſtical Hiſtory of the 
Canon of Scripture ſhews, are defin'd by 
the Conncil of Trent, Sep. 4. Decree 1. to 
be. Canonical Scripture. | | 

-.. The third (and laſt Inſtance, which at 
preſent.I ſhall Sree ) is tobe ſeen, Sefs. 
7. Can.g. of the Trent Synod, where __ 
at n 
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 Snd-it thus defining 5 S! quis dixerit in tr 


bas Satramentis Baptiſmo ſcil. Confirmatio- 


_ ve, & Ordine, non imprimi Charafterem 


inanima, hoc eft ſignum quoddam ſpirituale- 
& indelebile, unde ea iterari non poſſunt, 
 Anathema \fit. Theſe according to the 
Traditioniſts are the words, or at leaſt, the 
ſenſe of the words of the Church diffuſive 
pronounc'd by- it's Repreſentative ; by 
which it ſeems there 1s a Tradition, 
that.a Charadfer or a certain Spiritual in- 
 deleble fie is imprinted in the Souls of 
thoſe who are baptiz'd, confirm'd and 
ordaind. Now That the generality 
of Paſtors, Parents, Tators, and  Nurſ* 
es (the ſure Conveyers of Chriſtianity, 
as the T raditionifts tell us from Age to Age) 
ſhould know what it 1s to have a Chara- 
er or ſpiritaal fign imprinted in the Soul 
(and without that they could not declare. 
1t in various forms of ſpeech, as was re- 
quiſite they ſhould, in regard, that one 
main reaſon given by the Traditionifts, 
why: Chriſts Dodrine cannot fail in the: 
conveyance, 15,;:becaule! it is expreſs?d fo 
many ſeveral ways, that the gezerality of 
the Hearers, cannot _ but underſtand: 
It 


En Eng 
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it zright)) I ſee {mall cauſe. to think, 'eſpe- 
cially, when I refle&t, That the great 
Maſter of the 'Traditionary Diſciples 1n his 
Inſtitut. Sacr. Tom. 2. Led. 4. thus teach- 
eth ; Pomere figna ſpiritualia, 1. e, inviſt- 
bilia contra ipſam rationem ſigni eft, quod 
pro materials oportet eſſe notum & viſbile, 
pro eo vero. quod ſignificat latens, unde won 
rift inter homines, qui colligunt ſcientiam 
ex objeitis, reperiuntur, &© non poſſunt eſſe 
fpiritualia, ſed ex neceſſitate ſenſibilia. And 
in the page following, the ſame learned 
Author aſſerteth ; TIpſam perſonam eſſe ſubs 
jeitum Gharaderis, cum attio fit communis 
corpori, & anime, 1, e. totins, If 'per- 
chance it {hould be ſaid, that the ſcope of 
the Canoz'is:only to declare, that there is 
an appropriation, or appointment of a 
inans whole-life, to ſome ſolemn Engage- 
zwent or Action ; as by Baptiſm to be a (/hri- 
ftian; by Confirmation to undergo coura- 
gioully the Ghriftian warfare; by Order to 
Preach the-Word, to adminiſter the Satr «- 


ents, ©. fa that not any of them. is to - 


be iterated;.and this Chriſtrans generally 
know ; for: who 1s ignorant, that none 


Or - 


ugd to be: Bapriz/d,, nonexonfirm'd, none 
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ordain'd, more than once? I reply, if the 
Tradition of the Church be plac'd wholly 
in that ; then in caſe' the Conncil has de- 
fn*dwwore, 1t could not ground the ſame 
upon the aninterrupted delivery thereof; 
And that the Council has defin'd more, 
y_ from this, That the Canoz fur- 
ther declares rwo things, which wholo- 
ever denies, incurrs an Azathema ; the 
6x2 1s, That the Charatter given in the 
three nominated Sacraments, -is a ſpiritual 
ſzzn ; the other, That the ſoul ( alone) 1s 
the ſubjett thereof, for although the word 
alone be not in the Canor ; yet it 1s ne- 
ceſlarily imply'd, becauſe a ſpiritual ſign 
cannot be zmprinted in a corporeal ſub- 
ſtance) and therefore, as to theſe, the 
Conncil could not ground the Defizition 


” 


upon Tradition: 


miſh ways of reſolving Faith, T'le proceed 
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SECTION V. 


The Controvertiſts of the Reformed 


former Aſſertion look*d into, and —_ 
/ 


Church, ate Scripture the Rule of 
Faith. - Two main. different Opinions, 
notwithſtanding in what ſenſe it ts ſo. The 


4 
more plauſible, than ſolid. A Set which 
holds private illumination of the ſpirit a 
neceſſary Means of knowing and under- 


| ſtanding ' Scripture. Another ſort of 


people, who take the Light within them, 
fo be their ſole Guide in matters of Be- 
lief” and Prattice, Both their Pretenſi- 


... ons fairly examined, and found to be dc- b 


_— 


- luſions. 
Hs given ſome principal reaſons, 


why I cannot approve of the Ro- 


_ to enquire into the Afertions of the more. 
popularly applauded Diþutarts of the Re- 
formed Church concerning it, and try what 
rational fatisfaQtion can be expected from 
them. Tle nominate them both ( for | 


they are two) in this place, but ſhall re- Þ 


ferr | 
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7 ferr the conſideration of the /atrer to the 


following Se&ioz; and treat here at pre- 
ſent of the former only, which is this ; - 


' The Sacred Seripture is clear in all things. 
neceſſary to Salvation, to as many 4s 


have their Underſt andings illuminated 


by the holy Spwrit. 


The other Aſertion ( which ſhall be 
handled afterwards ) is rendred thus ; 


All things neceſſary to Satvation, are clear 
in Scripture to every Underſtanding. 


According to both thele, 


The Holy Scripture ( but in a different 
way) 1s The Rule of Faith. 


Thoſe Controvertiſts who maintain the 
former Aſſertion, admit and make: uſe of 
Hiftorical Tradition, to guide them to the 
Scripture ; which when they have found, 
they believe 1t to be the Word of God, no 
longer upon theaccount of Tradition, but 
for it's ow cauſe. For theſe men, noleſs 

| D 3 _ than 
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than the Romariſts, requiring infallible . |! 


certainty. of 'Faith, and thinking withal 
that no ow is  7:fallivle\which is not 
ay that Scriptare, by it's own light, 
diſcovers it ſelf to be 'the Word: of God to 
every - Underſtanding capable of diſcern- 
ing 1t, or which 1s ihominated ( for that 
is their meaning ) by 'the Holy Ghoſt. 
And to Hluſtrate this, they compare the 
Scripture to the Sun ; the Underſtanding 
to the Eye; ſaying, that although the Sun 
be a g/orions light, ſufficiently able to ma- 
nifett-1t's ow luſtre, yet if the Organ of 
ſeeing be 1d out of frame that it cannot re- 
ceive it's rayes, till the eyeſight be clear'd, 
the g/ory of the Su2 will not be diſcern'd. 
In like manner albeit the Scriptuve has 
Heht enough in it ſelfto ſhew that it 1s of 
Divine Authority ; yet if the Intellef? be 
not 1n a fit diſpoſition to perceive the ra- 
diant brightzeſſthereof (which it cannot 
by nature, but by a Supernatural aſliftance 
only.-be) it: will remain devoid of being 
enlightned thereby. oo 
All this, upon firſt ſight, 1s very plau- 
ſible and taking; but if the Compariſon 
be well obſerv'd, it comes not home wy 
; Tac 
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the buſineſs, For the Eye being naturally 
capable of receiving the Sunbeams, ng 
more is requir'd to make it ſee the Sum, 
than the bare removal of ſtich 04/#rud#- 
os or infirmities (if any be ): as are con- 
trated 1n, or about it, and the holding. 
it open toward the Suz. But 1t the Holy 
Spirit do no more, but free the Unders 
fanding from ſuch prejudices, obſcurittes 
and other incumbrances as impede the uſe 
of Right Reaſon, the Scripture will never 
diſcover it felf to the Intelef# by the ſole 
peruſal of it to be of diwize Revelation; 
no not ſo much as to the moſt excellexs 
Sayings, and Sentences in it. For fc 


| Sans, and Sentences are either agree- 
abl 


e to clear unbyafs'd Reaſon, and when 
read or heard, diſcernable by it to be #rwe ; 
or they are not ; if they are, whatever 
their exceſlency /appear to be, *twill not 
neceſſarily ſhew them. to be any part-of 
divine Revelation, ſince they may be the 
Efforts of a rational ſoul as well as the ims 
mediate Dittate of the Holy Ghoſt, or othet 
divine Revelation, trom the Father or the 
Son; iftheyare-not, they'l be above the 
reach of humane nature to, comprehend 3 


46 Theſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
ſo that no man living ſhall:with certainty 
beable to affirm they are. of God,; unleſs 
{oaſcertain'd to-him by ſome Teſtimony 
falling within the compaſs of his Vzaer- 


faniding, plainly ſhewing them to be as- 


vine Truths. | | 

If with intent to avoid the force of this 
reaſoning, or for any other cauſe and 
conſideration, ſome perchance ſhould ſay, 
That more is. meant by ilumination of the 
Spirit, than a bare clearing of the Intellect 
from ſuch i7zcumbrances as hinder it's due 
apprehenſion of a thing otherwiſe abv1ows 


to1t 3 they muſt relinquiſh, and diſclaim 


the Compariſon, between the Sz and 
the Scripture, the Eye, and the Under- 
ffanding, Neither, when this is done, 
doT think they can 1ntelligibly ſhew, what 
itis beſides, For if they'l have it to be 
ſome ce/:/t:al inſpirationg.which diſcovers 
the 1:;2ht of the Scripture to the Intelledf, 


by imprinting a ſupernatural Quality in 


the /ox/, 1t muſt be ſuppos'd, that the 
Scripture, without this, 1s not a /ight ſuf- 
ficient to maniteſt it ſelf, and then, the 


_ Seriptureand the Iumination of the 'Spi- 


zit muſt either give #atual witneſs toeach 
| $5 other, 
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;n the Roman and Reformed Churches, 4x 
other, while the 1umination of the Spirit 
ſhews the Scripture to be a celeſtial light ; 
and the Scripture again, proves the [{y- 
mination of the Spirit to be a divine Influ- 
ence, and no deluſion, ( which every young 
Scholar knows to be a fallacious way of 
arguing; ). or elſe, the diſcovery of the. 
Scriptures light, muſt be. held wholly to. 
depend upon the Ilumination of the Spirit, 
without attributing any help to Scriptare, 
for the manifeſtation of it's own' light, 
or that it is the Word of God; which is 
againſt the ſuppoſition, and likewiſe plain 
Enthuſiaſm. : | 

Now- that I am naming Ezthuſiaſm, 
*twill not be unſeaſonable to conſider by 
the way, what the Ezthuſiaſts, whom 
Ile comprehend under two heads, hold, 
and what truth there is in their opinions. 

The ozeſort acknowledges ( at leaſt in 
words) the Holy Scriptnre to be the Rule 
off Faith, but withal ſays, that no. man 
can either know it to be divirely inſpird, 
or what the 7rueſenſe-of it 15, but by the 
immediate operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which therefore whoſo hath not, he is 


void of Grace, and can never, ſoremaining, 


attain Salvation. (That 
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4> Theſeveralways of Refolviag Faith 
Fhat no Chriſtian can be ſav'd without 
the Gzfts and Graces of the Spirit, Faith, 
Mope, and Charity, 1s not to. be doubted 
of. But that the extraordinary Gift of 


. diſcerning the Scriptere to be the Word of 


God, and of interpreting it ar:ght, 1s ne- 
ceſſary to every mans ſ/afvation, TI ſee not 
any. ground for. *Tis true we read in 
Holy Writ, that inthe Apoſtles days ſome 
had the Gzf+ of interpreting Scripture, but 
it was not common 'to af good Chriſtians, 
and therefore others who had it not, might 
be ſaved, if their Hearts were fanCtifted 
by Faith, Hope, and Charity ; which if 
thoſe who were endued with the Gz# of 
interpreting Scripture were deſtitute of, 
they might, yea certainly would fall ſhort 


of BIiff, as is clear from theſe words of 


St. Paul, Though T have the gift 'of Prophe- 
oy and underſtand all Myſteries, and. all 
Kpowleage, &c. and have not Charity, F 


amiuothing, 1 Cor. 13. 22 No Argument 


then can be drawn from thoſe 7zfpired 
men to juſtifie the Tezet of the Exthuſiafts 
I am ſpeaking of ; becauſe theſe make 
the Gift of interpreting Scripture to be 
neceſlary to Salvation, whereas it was in 
KITES | thoſe 
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thoſe only. 'Gratia gratis data, not Gratis 
gratins faciens, as was allo.the Gift of 
Healing and- of Tongues in ome others, 
but long fnce caſes, as'not being of xe» 
ceſſary uſe tothe Church beyond that: Age 
wherein God in his Wiſdombeſtow?'d them 
oN It. | JOY 
The other fort of Enthufia#s go further, 
for they have no regard to Szcred Mritas 
neceſfary for direction, help, or aſſiſtance 
either in their belief or way of /iving, 
ſolely and wholly attend to the Liz 
they calle) within them for their guidance 
in both, whilſt they think themſelves as 
inerrably inftructed. by zt, as Moſes, the 
Prophets, and Apoittes were by God. 

Thar it is a Deluſioz theſe people are 
poſſeſs'd-with, this 0b/ervation, as: tothe 
Reſemblance of their comceited Light ro 
that rue one' wherewith, Moſes [and the 
ApoFtles were enlightned, ſatisfies | me ; 
namely, that theſe confirm'd their - Do- * 
arine by many lignal Miracles, as was 
altogether requiſite and even xeceſſaxy they" 
ſhould, becauſe the oze -( to wit fas 
introduc'da Lav which Fumane wit was' 
not able to. diſcern the Good of, in order 
to 
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to Salvation : the other (viz. the ApoFles) 


publiſh'd a Do&&rine beyond; Mans Reaſon 
- tocomprehend, or to ſee a neceſſity of, in 


reſpe& of his eternal welfare; and there- 
fore there had been no cauſe why the Peo- 
ple ſhould have credited them, yea, they 
ought in reaſon to have deſpis'd them as 
Impo#ors, if they had not both told them 
that they had Authority for what they 
did immed;ately from God, and likewiſe had 
Yrov'd the ſame by immediate Teftimony 
(as they did) from Heavey. But the 
Enthuſiafs, here diſcoursd of, do no M:- 
racle, and therefore ſeeing they labour 
to ſet up a new Guide in the world, ide- 
pendent on the Word of God, for the go- 


* verning.men in the whole courſe of their 


lives, as well for Do#rine, as Pradtice, 
they ought not in -reaſon to have any cre- 
ait given them, for as much as That 
( whatever it be) which has not the ma- 
nifeſt /a-mp of Divine Authority upon it, 
cannot without -2juF#ice exclude a for- 
merly eſtabliſh'd Divize Law, and be plac'd 
it far in ſtead thereof. This was: one 


principal cauſe, why our bleſſed Savionr, 
*being about to 4brogate the Law of Moſes, 


and 
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and to iytroduce his own 1n it's room," did 
many great Miracles, to evidence that: he 
was ſent of Goa, as app ars by theſe his 
own ſacred words ; The works that T do, 
bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath ſent 
2me, John 5. 36. And, 1f I had not done 
among them the works which none other man 
did, they had not had ſin, Jobs 15.24. - If 
it ſhould be ſaid, That thoſe men who 
ſpeak of the Light within them, do not 
pretend, that it 15 any,way repugnant to 
Goſpel-light, but indeed the very ſame; I 
would gladly know, Whether their ſup- 
pos'd . Light have any 7 pgs on the 
or it's exiHence, 
or approbation'? if they lay, tt has not ( as 
they are oblig'd, I ſuppoſe, by their Way to 
do ) Idemand, Whether it bea Divize, or 
not a Divize Light ? if they yield,that itis 
no Divize-Light, then certainly the Goſpel 
of Chri# being confirm'd | 7mmedsately 
from Heavey, to. be a Divine Light ma- + 
nifeſted to the world to ſhew it the Way 
to Bliff, ought /olely to: be look'd upon, 
and eyed asour Gzide, appointed by God, 
to bring us to Salvation, But -if they 
will ſay, It is a Divine Light, then it 
| mult 
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to Salvation : - the other ( viz. the ApoZles) 
publiſh'd a Do&rine beyond Mans Reaſon 
- tocomprehend, or to ſee a zeceſſity of , in 
reſpe& of his eternal welfare ; and there- 
fore there had been no cauſe why the Peo- 
ple ſhould have credited them, yea, they 
ought in reaſon to have deſpis'd them as 
* Impo#ors, if they had not both told them 

that they had Authority for what they 
did immediately from God, and likewiſe had 
prov'd the ſame by immediate Tetimony 
(as'they did) from Heawvez. But the 
Exthuſiafts, here diſcours'd of, do no M:- 
racle, and therefore ſeeing they labour 
toſet up a zew Guide in the world, inde- 
pendent on the Word of God, for the go- 
- verning men 1n the whole courſe of their 
lives, as well for Do&rine, as Pradtice, 
they ought not in reaſon to have any cre- 
dit ;given them, for as much as That 
( whatever it be) which has not the ma- 
nifeſt fa-mp of Divine Authority upon it, 
cannot without -inja#ice exclude a for- 
merly eftabliſh'd Divine Law, and be plac'd 
i far in ſtead thereof. This was one 
——— cauſe, why our bleſſed Saviour, 


and 
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and to ixtroduce his own 1n it's room,” did 
many great Mjracles, to evidence that: he 
was ſent of God, as appears by theſe -his | 
own ſacred words; The works that T do, 
bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath ſent 
2me, John 5. 36. And, 1f I had not done 
among them the works which none other man 
did, they had not had ſin, Toba 15.24. If 
it ſhould be ſaid, That thoſe men who 
ſpeak of the Light within them, do not 
pretend, that it 15 any.way repugnant to 
Goſpel-light, but indeed the very ſame; I 
would gladly know, Whether their ſup- 
pos'd Light have any 7 pry on the 
Gofpel of Chri#, either for it's exti#ence, 
or approbation'? if they lay, tt has not ( as 
they are oblig'd, I ſuppoſe, by their Way to 
do ) Idemand, Whether it bea Divize, or 
not a Divize Light ? if they yield,that it is 


- no Divine-Light, then certainly the Goſpel 


of Chri# being confirm'd Immediately 
from Heaven, to. be a Divine Light ma- - 
nifeſted to the world to ſhew it the Way 
to Bliff, ought ſolely to: be look'd upon, 
and eyed asour Gaide, appointed by God, 
to bring us to Salvation, But -if they: 
will ſay, It is a Divize Light, then it 
mult 
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muſt either evidexce it ſelf by #r /e/f to be 
{d; (which the very Soripture, as I have 
ſhewn, cannot do in it's owz behalf) of 
elſe receive it's approbation and' teXimony 
from ſomething that is evidently Divine ; 
which beſides the Holy Scripture atteſted 
by Mzracles to be fo, can be nothing elſe 
but Miracles themſelves. And neither of 
theſe give witzeſi to the pretended Light ; 
, Not the Scripture, as appears-.both from 
what has been already ſaid; and from 
this alſo, that in caſe the Srriprare were 
r60textant in the. world, yet would the 
Light ſpoken of be held by its abettors, 


to have the =— ſame a»thorityant  effica- 
U 


fy, it is now {upposd-to.have. And as 
for Miracles, the pretence to them, ifany 
were made, would be frivolous, ſince 
they are no more viſible, than the Light 
Whichis {aid to be within, is apparent to 
bur eyes. Thus much for the pretended 
reſemblance* between- the Light which | 
Mofes, and the Apoſtles were 'direed 
by ; 'and. the Conceit which miſleads 
theſe | Enthuſiaſts. And as for any like- . 
Heſs between the Light that rhe Holy Pro- 
ph&s had, and which theſe men boaſt of, 
STU "Twilk 
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1 *twill .cafily appear, there's likewiſe none 
'J at all, if we do but conſider, that the 
Prophets ſtuck cloſe to the Law of Moſes; - 
their office, being either to pref the þ+- 
ritual ſenſe, and intent of it to the People, 
% who too generally thought the external | 
obſervance of it, wasall that God requir'd 
J at their hands; or elſe to foretel. farure 
* Fadements and Mercies, and that with re- 
4 ſpect particularly had to the breach of 
keeping of the Law, fave only in the caſe 
of the Mefizz, which was of genera! Cons 
cern, as.reſpecting the benefit of Mam 
kind. 'But'as for the Rule of their /if4 
and converſation, whether in regard of 
Doitrineor Manners, they held none. but 
= the known Jewiſh Law, together with 
the reſt of the Nation. | 
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The latter Aſſertion, concerning The Rule 


of Faith, wherein it is held by ſome of 


the Reformation to conſiſt ; with refletti. 


ons made about the verity of the . Aſſer- 


£107. 2 


H Aving by way of digreſſion caſt 


mine eyeupon the weak Concepti- || 


ons of the Exthuſiaſts, and diſcover'd 
them to be-vain and frivolous Opinions, 
TI return to my more ſerious and intend- 
ed courſe, to make enquiry, what truth 
the Aſertion. of the latter mention'd ſort 


of Controvertiſts, belonging to the Re- þ 


formation, has 1 it, viz. that : 


All things neceſſary to Salvation are clear 
in Scripture to every Underſtand: 


©: | 
W hat the Patrons of this Opinion 


here call Things neceſſary to Salvation, | 


they otherwhile nominate Fundamental 
Points, that is, Divine Truths, the explicit 
know- 


| 
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knowledge whereof they hold neceſſary 
to every mans Salvatioz, as in due confe- 


quence to their Aſſertion they are obliged 
todo; forto whom every thing zeceſſary 
' is cleatly made known by Scripture, of 


him every ſuch thing 1s of neceſſity to be 
expreſly believed. Tomake their Afﬀer- 
tion therefore good, *rwill be requiſite 
for them to prove, that all fundamental 
Points, may clearly be known by Scripture 
alone of every man ; which how they1lever 
be able to do, I cannot in the leaft appre- 
hend. For clearly to know a thing, 1s to 
have an explicit knowledge of it ; ſince 
then there are but two ways or means (TI 


think) ſo much as imaginable of coming 


n/a rational way to the expiiczt know- 
ledge of Fundamental Truths by Scripture 
alone, (lo as that a firmaſſurance may be 
had thereof, and without /ach aſſurance, 
*cwill be by meer chaxce, if Fundamentals 
be explicitly known; and conſequently, 
the attaining. Sa/vation will be an uncer- 
tain and hazardows thing, even then, when 
the be/# means are us'd for the ſame ) viz. 
either by gathering from it, that ſuch and 


ſuch Truths contain'd therein, are all the 


'E funda 


co The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
furdamentals of the Whole Chriſtian 
Faith ; or elle, by gaining an explicit 
knowledge of a Dottrinal Truths in it 
whatſgever, or, at leaſt, in that part or 
parts of it, which comprehend all fnda- 
mentsl Points; it neither of theſe two 
ways of coming to the explici* know- 
ledge of ll fundamentals be practicable 
by every man, then, I doubt, *twill be a 
Tk too ditficult ever to be clearly. made 
out, That Al thinzs neceſſary to ſalvation, 
are clear in Scripture to every underſtand- 
ing, And that neither of the mentioned 
ways are practicable by every one, ſeems 
evident. For that it cannot be known 
by Scripture alone, that ſuchand ſuch Do- 
trines contained in it areal! the funda- 
mentals of the whole Chriſtian Faith, is 
the acknowledgment of the Propoſers and 
Defenders of the Aﬀertion Treated of. 
And that al Dofrinal Truths contain'd 
in the whole Scriptare, orin a confidera- 
ble Part of it, cannot be explicitly known 
every man, needs no further confir- 
mation (1 ſhould think) than barely to 
reflect, how far it is from all probability, 
that all Mechanicks, Labourers, Servants, 
+ and 
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and multitudes beſide, that make up the 
Maf of mankind, or even perhaps any 
one of them ſhould be able to get an ex- 
plicit knowledge of all dotrinal Verities 
in Holy Writ, or in a conſiderable Part of 
it. Neither, ſome perhaps would here 
reply, is neceſſary ; for in whatſoever 


' Book or Books of Scripture it can be cer- 


tainly known, that al Fundamentals are 
clearly contain'd, the [umm of all the Do- 
Frines therein, need only be explicitly 


' known, and not of the whole Bible, or a 


great Part of it. *Tis very right ; but 
I can by no means underſtand what way 
we can be aſcertain'd, that af Fandamen- 
tals are clearly contain'd in any oe Book 
of Scripture, or in fewer at leaſt, than in 
{o. many of the whole Canon of the ew 
Teſtament, as have been always held of 
unqueſtionable Divive Authority in the 
Catholick Chuzch, For that all Fundamen- 
tals are not clearly contain'd in any oxe 
Book of Scriptare, 1 have this to ſay, be- 


cauſe, If it were, otherwiſe, they would 


moſt probably be in one of the four Go- 


fpels; take then Saint, Lukes, which. is 


the fulleſt of them all, yea, ſupply ort 
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52 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
of the reſt, if there be any conceiv'd ne- 
ceſſary Truth awanting in his, whic 
is in theirs; and yet, we ſhall find no 


clear mention made of ſalvation tobe had 


by Chriff, without the obſervance of the 
Moſaical Law ; for ſeeing it was given by 
Goa, and never declar'd abrogated by-our 
Bleſſed Savionrs either Preaching, or Ex- 
ample, but both ways confirm'd, there 


- can be nothing ſpoken of Faith in Chriſt 


in any of the Goſpels, which is of force 
enough to 'prove, That thoſe who em- 
Þrac'd Chriſt's Dorine, were not {till ob- 
lig'd to keep Moſes his Law. Yea, the 
practice of Saint Petey (till the "0p of 
the four-foored Beaſts > the earth, and 
wild Beaſts, and Creeping things, and 
Fowles of the air deſcending row Famen 
AQs r0.) and of the whole Church alſo 
ſuffictently witneſs, that without a fur- 
ther Revelatioz than any manifeſt in our 
Savioars time, the .obſervation of Moſes 
Law ſhould have always continued, and 
been held not only /awfil to be us'd, but 
of the ſame necaſth 


had ever been by the Jews. So that the 
whole thing here remaining to be wy 
< 7 oh 


fy to be kept, which it 
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fied in, is, whether or no, it bea Funds- 
mental Point of Chriſtian Doitrine, That 
Jeſus Chriſt, without the obſervance of 
the Judaical Law comprehending it's 
Rites and Ceremonies, 1s ſufficient for 
ſalvation. Hence then it appearing evi- 
dent, That «ll Fundamentals are not clearly 
contaird in any oze, or in al the Goſpels, 
T ſee not how any fewer (at leaſt) than 
thoſe Books of the New Teffament, whoſe 
Divine Authority have been never que- 
ſtion'd in the Church, can reaſonably 
be thought ( ſince all Fundamentals axe 
not definitely known and ſo cannot be 
pointed out where they be) to compre- 
hend all Fandamental Truths, And even 
thoſe Books contain Dotrives ſo many, 
fo diſpersd, and ſo variouſly phras'd, that 
certainly, no conſiderate knowing per- 
ſon could onceentertain a ſerious thoughe, 
that the gexerality of Mankind is capable 
of explicitly knowing them all. 
Nor is it, what I have hitherto faid, 
the whole ſcruple I have about this Opt-: 
nion, That, al things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, are clear in Scripture to every under- 


ſfanding ; For if it were indeed a true 


E 3 Aſler- 


54 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
Aſertion, then would Scripture be 'the | 
Rule of Faith, immediately ( or without 
the Churches ſexſe upon it) to every. one, 
and conſequently, no man could of right 
be excommunicated ( or excluded from par- 
taking of Chriſtian Ordinances and Pri- 
viledges) for holding and maintaining 
any Error, though oppolite to an, Arts; 
cle of Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, if 
{o be he were fully perſwaded in his own 
thoughts, that it wasa Truth to be plainly 
found in Scripture; whillt none.ought ta 
be blanv'd,.. cenſur'd, or any ways mo- 
lefted (ſome of which certainly, he that 
18, excommunicated, falls under ) for tol- 
lowing the Rale of Faith, which yet (ſup: 
poling. the. Scriptere to be. immeaiately. {q 
tg.every man ) every one doth, who 1s 
fully poſſeſs'd in. his own mind, that his 
Opinion though never {o dazgeroxs . in it 
If, is rightly: grounded. on Holy Wrix. 
Yea, ( ifit were truly ſo, That Screpture, 
isthe Rule. off Faith in manner aforelaid ) 
though a.man ſhould for ſome ſiniſter end 
broach an, Error, contrary..to an Article 
of. Faith, yet if he ſtood conſtantly tot, 
that it was; lis real Opinion: and beligt 
Ke r tnat 
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that the ſame was a Divine Truth plainly 
ſet forth in Scripture, ( if. no reaſonable 
proof were able to be made out that he 
profeſsd otherwiſe than he thought) no 
excommunication could in that caſe legally 
be pronounc'd againſt him; becauſe, that 
as tooutward appearance, he followed the 
Rale of Faith, which the Church can only 
take cognizance of ; Eccleſia non judicat, 
niſi de externis. | Z 

Some peradventure would got ſtick to 
interpoſe, and be ſo unreaſonJble as to 
ask me, what harm would-accrew if 
there were no Excommunication, or Church 
Diſcipline at ajll exercis'd in reſpect of © 
mens opinions in Points of Do#r:i#2 To 
ſuch a fooliſh demand I ſhould return in 
anſwer, 'that ſince the Chriftiazz Religion, 
was inſtituted by God to bea Way or Me- 
thod for bringing men to Felicity, and that 
the ſame undoubtedly conſifts of certain 
Do@rins as well as Manners, tis 1n effect 
to call into queſtion the W:i/dom of God, 
to ſuppoſe that any conſtitutive part of that 
Religion may be either alter'd or omitted 
without endangering Sz{vation, the end 
whereuntoit was delign'd. Thisallow'd 
4 to 
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56 Theſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
to be ſo, *twill follow, that all who de- 
fire to become Chriſtians, muſt reſolve 
to embrace thoſe Do#rizes, and live ac- 
cording to thoſe Manzers, that the Chri- 
ſtian Religiow. maintains. W hich Do- 
frines and Manners ( or neceſſary Means 


_ of Salvation ) ſince they are not (as has 


been ſhewn ) ſo diſtinfh and fiznaty pro- 
pounded in S:riptere, as that every one 
who is concern'd to know them, can ra- 
tionally be aſſur'd of himſelf, which they 
be; *twas neceſſary from the beginning, 


 15now, and ever will be, that ſome /e- 


&&# known perſons ſhould be appointed 
to declarethe Contents of the Chriſtian Re- 
Higion, or the Terms and Conditions upon 


which an Admiſſion into Chriſtian Fellow- 


ſhip, or the Church, is to be granted to 
every particular perſon, and the Terms 
and Conditions appearing to them to be 
perform*d, actually either to admit them 
themſelves, or to conſtitute and appoint 
others to ado it. If it were 'not always 
thus, every one that pleas'd might, at 
any time, juſtly joyn himſelf 'to the 


" » Chriſtian Society, without performing 


any other Conditions, than he in his own 


Judg- 
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Judgment thought requiſite to capacitate 


him to be a Member of the Church; nor 


could he, without injury done unto him, | 
be debarr'd of Chriſtian Community ; the 
Conſequence of which, muſt be granted 
to reach tb this, Fhat all the Herericks 
who ever made profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and judg'd themfelves fit to be of the 
Chriſtian Soctety, and yet were excluded 


by the Church from her holy Communion, 


were 7njuriouſly dealt with ; which if 
for certain they were, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm: would conſiſt together with all 
Hereſies, "no Diſcipline. Some then there 
always were, and ſtill muſt be, to declare 
the Terms and Conditions of Chriſtian Com- 
munity; and *tis equally reaſonable and 
requiſite, there ſhould likewiſe perpetu- 
ally be /ome entruſted to declare when the 
ſame-Terms and Conditions be, after ad- 
miſſion into the Church, notoriouſly viola- 
lated ; and upon /zch violation to debar 
the offender by a juſt Sextence, from par- 
ticipating with the Society in their Chr#- 


ſftian Privitedges ; for otherwiſe, any one 


might violate the Laws of Chriſtianity, - 
when and how he pleas'd, and yet never- 
L | theleſs, 
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theleſs, ſhould ſtill have the. ſame /eg a/ 
Right to enjoy-at- ais pleaſure,- the Prz- 
vitedges thereof, as if he had-.not broken 
them at all, ſince no man.ought to be 
depriv'd of the Priviledges of the Society, 
whereof he is conſtituted a Member, till % 
it be ſolemnly declard, he has rendred 
himſelf incapable of the ſame.. No 
Beſides the Reaſozs given, I have ano- 
ther ſtrong inducement to make me think, | 
That All things neceſſary to Salvation are | 
not clear in Scripture to every Underſtand- | 
ing, to wit, The fifth Chapter of the firſt 
Part of the Epilogue to the Trageaze of the 
Church of England, written by the /earn- 
ed and ingenious Mr, Herbert Thorndike, © 
in which he dire&Qly and, ſolidly oppoſes £ 
that opinion ; yet I lately met with an - F, 
ingenious Piece, I muſt confeſs, which 
attempts the confutation of this Chapter, 
but' after /atis eloquertie, concludes, 
( which ſhews the inefftectualneſs of his 
undertaking ) thus, Qui Denm wotis ſolt- 
citat, ut librum aperire dignetuy, circum- 
ftantias cujuſque loch animo revolvit, obſcu- 
rtora confert cum apertioribus, in veritatens 
prime magnituainis ocnlorum defigit aciem, | 
| | conſt an- | 
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| ; conſt, ante r xepudiat quicquid paſt ailigentif; 


ſimun ſerutinium adverſym videatur, avide 


complectitur quod non invitis conſequentiis 
inde elicitur, intervallum temporis et in morg 
non erit, quo minis intellect u conſequatur, 


quicquid. zuſolubili vinculo ſaluti annetti- 


fur ; which words disproye in effe& what 
ever. had been ſaid'againſt Mr. Thorndike 
before ; for admitting all this were true, 
is it no more.than a feaſable Task for: the 
generality,of men and. women, to weigh 
duly the Circumſtances of every place of 
Scripture ? to compare well the obſcure 
places of it, with thoſe which are plain? 
to diſtinguiſh aright of the more or leſs 


I material Truths ? to obſerve diligently 


X + 
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what's oppolite to the principal Dotrins? 


.F and to draw true Inferences from plain 


Texts ? Whenl ſeecaule to believe that: 
every Plowman, Artificer, Labourer; 
Servant, with many other ſuch like, (nat: 
to name people of better education ) can 
perform all this, I ſhall think the ##h 
Chapter to the. firſt Part of the Epilogue ta. 
the Church of Exgland, poiible to be con- 
futed. In thgginterim, I wonder how oft 


FF it were convenient to-read, or hear the 


Sri 
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Scripture read over, before 'an ordinary # 
Lay-man could in prudence begin to con- 
ſider of the Circumſtances of every place | 


of it, and how long after he would be in 
weighing them well; What time, I muſe, 


would be allow*'d him wherein to mark } 


what is obſcure, what plain ; What ſure 
way not to be deceiv'd, would hey ad- 


mire, take to hit aright of the moſt im- | 
portant Truths ; And whence ſhould we | 
think him competently enough skilPd to | 
draw right Conſequences from evident | 


Truths ? if he could and ſhould at length 
do whatſoever 1s preſcrib'd, for under- 


ſtanding the -neceſlaries to Salvation ; 

what Religion in the mean time, I would # 
gladly underſtand,” would the poor Seeker | 
be of ? If the firſt Publiſher of this opi- | 


nion amongſt us, that” Al things neceſſary 


to ſalvation, are clear in oc to eve- 


77 Underſtanding, had foreſeen the 1a- 
mentable uſe which was of late, and till 
1s made of it, he would, I believe, have 
been more cautigus, than when he had 
with great induſtry and learning, con- 
futed- the - Papal Infallibility, to have 
propos'd a way for ſetting up a Pope in 


every | 
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'S cvery private mans breaft, as by.the 
centered Aſſertion, he has done; hag 
every one tis certainly zfallible in 
that wherein he cannot unleſs he will 
W himſelf, be deceived; and /#ch is each 
one in the zeceſſar} Points of Religion, to 
whom the Scriprare #s clear in all things 
# zcceſſary to ſalvation, ſeeing he may clear- 
# / 7» thoſe, if he pleaſe, underſtand the 
# Scripture, which being 7:fallible, will 
wake him zxfallible allo, 1o far as he right- 

ly underſtands it. | 


F472 


| SECT. VII 

Whether the Rule of Faith affords Tnfallible, 
or but Moral certitude of Chriſts Dodrine? 
Whether we may not now, in our days, have 
as great certainty thereof, as the Diſciples 
of the Apoſtles had ? And whether the like 


certainty which they had, be not enough for. 
/ the Church of the preſent 4nd future Ages ? 


Lthough I. have hitherto made no. 
diſcovery wherein the Rule of Faith 
cems rig/tly to be placed ; yet have I in 
d | pro- 
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rolpe& ſomething (T hope) tending to |} 
Hi fatisfation in the Garch therof, But 
before I ſet my ſelf to manifeſt what it is, 
Ple firſt endeavour ſo far asT am able to 
underſtand, what certainty the Rule of } 
Faith affords, whether 7»fallible;or ſach on- 
ly as excludes a&7nal doubting. Thoſe who 
affert the former, ſay, That Chriſfs Do- | 
#rine is, and ought to be i»falibly cer- | 
tain to us; they who affirm the latter, i 
fay, That it is only morally certain; (and 
that's ſufficient ) quoad os. Neither of 
theſe, in my opinion, if candidly inter- 


preted, ſpeak amiſs. For the aſlerters 
of it's oral certitude only, do not (I } 
conceive) think it wancertain, in any | 
degree whatſoever, but would be ready | 
to explode any ſuch —_ as this, tis 


ten thouſand, or an hundred thouſand 
to'one, but no more ; that this, which 
we-call, the Chriftian Faith, 'is the very 
Dvi#rine of Salvation Which Chrift and 
his Apoſtles taught ;- for they  ftedfaſtly 
averr (if I ſtrangely miſunderſtand them 
Hot) arr abſolate certainty, but not by 
an 7#fallible way, whilſt ro be i»fallibly 
certain of a thing 3s to be under an 7m- 
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poſſibility to be deceiv'd about it; and 
whatever is 1mpoffible implies a Contra- 
| diftion to the reality of it ; but 1t implies 
no Contradition that mens Sexſes and 
| Underſtandings (by which they: come 
to the knowledge of Chriffs Doitrize, if 
ever) at leaſt confider'd in themſelves, 
ſhould- judge amiſs and deceive them, 
And therefore although certainty ex- 
cludesall poſſibility of mititake 1o far as. we 
are really certain of a thing; yet it im- 
plies. no Cortradition that we ſhould 
think we are certain, when indeed we 
are miſtaken, becauſe mens Senſes may 
poſſibly delude them ; neither is the 7z- 
zelleft neceſſarily void of Error in it's 
Judgments, but 1s capable as well of Falſ- 
hood as of Truth. This notwithſtanding 
when a man- exerciſes thoſe Faculties that 
God has given him upona due ObjeR, in 
right Circumſtances, and acts according 
to the utmoſt power of thoſe Faculries 
rightly qualified, it implies a Contradittt- 
on (yet not immediate but by conſe- 
quence ) that ſo doing he ſhould be de- 
ceived ; foraſmuch as it- would call into 
queſtion either the Wi/dom, or the Power, 
Fagy : or 
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or the Goodpeſi of God, to beſtow /a Fu- 
eulty todo a thing with, if the ſame be- | 
ing in right plight, and duly exercis'd 
on a fit Object, in convenient Circum- 
ftances, ſhould not perform what it was 
gwen for. To inſtance, it mens eyes and 
ears rightly diſpos'd for ſeeing and hear- 
ing, ſhould not truly diſtinguiſh co/our | 
from colour, and ſound from ſound, the | 


 Objefts being plac't at a fit diſtance, and |þ 


ina proper medium, would it not imply | 
that the Maker of them was ſome way 
deficient? The like may as truly be 
{aid of the Tztelſef?, or of any other Fa- 
calty in Man, ſo that the Rule of Faith, | 
or that Meazs which* conveys Chriſts Do- | 
#rine to Mans knowledge, . if inſtituted | 
(asall agree it js) by Goa, muſt needs 
g1ve 7zxfallible aſſurance thereof, ſo often 


_ as nothing is lacking on Mans part, to 


fruſtrate the ſame. And therefore from 
what I gather from the whole, I am fſa- 
tisfied that the Diſpute about the 1»fal:- 
bility of the Rule of Faith, is more ſpe- 
culative and quaint, than uſeful and ne- 
cellary. 


Where- 
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Wherefore, ſeeing no further cauſe 
. of ſcruple about this matter, Vle be mak- 
ing forward to enquire, wherein the Rule 
of Faith doth conſiſt. And as to this, 
in general I am thus far. aſſur'd, That 
the -right deciſion of the Queſtor, lies 
wholly between the ' Scriptariſts, and 
Traditioniſts. For as for thoſe pgrſons 
who require an immediate aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spirit to aſcertain the Truth of 
Chriſts Do&trine, their requeſt 1s unrea- 
ſonable; whilſt, if 1t were neceſſary to 
be granted, God would be obliged to 
continue a miraculous way. of inſtructing 
in the Faith to the worlds end ; (for 
what elſe is a Miracle, but an effet# pro- 
ceeding immediately from God, without 
any dependence on #ztermeazate Cauſes 
forit's exiſtence, ſuch as the certazaty of 
Chrifts Dottrine would be, it grounded 

either on Popes being 7zſþir'a, or Gezeral 


Conncils, or private perſons) and be ne- 
ceſſitated to extraordinary ways, when 
ordinary means would ſerve. For if we 
\ refle&t on the Mears by which the Ds/ci-. 
ples of the Apoſtles came tothe knowledge 
of Chriſts Dottrine, weare ſtraightway-. 

| F- afur'd, 
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66 The ſeveral ways of Reſolving Faith 
aſſui'd, it was.by hearing, Rom. 10.17. 4 
common and uſual, not an extraordinar 
and miraculous way of learning Truth, ; 
If then the Scholars of the Apoſtles had 
{afficient certainty of their Faith, and that 
as great certainty 1s brought down to us, 
as they had, we ſhould' be very unrea- 
ſonable to require more. To know whe- 
ther indeed we have, or no, is to be re- 


Tolv'd by knowing this; Whether the . | 


Means by which Chriſts Dofrine is con- 
vey'd to us, beas ſafe and ſure totruſt to 
for us, as their Ears were to them ; ( for 
what matters it as to the certainty of a 
thing, whether it be tranſmitted through 


oxe only na or thonſanads, if they 


be all of equa/ Mgrit to give credit to? ) 
the endeavour after ſatisfaction in which 
Doubt, ſhall be the ſubject of my next 
enquiry; the difficulty of reſolving of 
which, will lye 1n the clearing of theſe 
two Points. Firſt, whether the know- 
ledge of a Matter of Fa (ſuch as the 
Preaching of the Gofpe! was ) may be as 
certainly tranſmitted from oze Gexeration 


to another, as from the Mouth of one 


man to another mans Ears ? Secondly, 
In 


OREN 
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In caſe it may, whether the know- 
ledge of the Chriſtian Religion has been 
actually ſtill tranſmitted with as much 
certainty from one Generation to ano- 
ther, as it was from the Apoſtles Mouths 
to their Auditors Ears ? | 

As to the clearing of the former Doubt, 
it depends upon the reſolving of this, 
Whether a Trath which 1s ozce deliver'd 
and receiv'd, may be ſo again over and 
over perpetually ? For if it may ( and what. 
queſtion is there to be made of it's truth, 
competent means being had for doing it 
with?) then may the knowledge of a 
Matter of Fad beas certainly tranſmitted 
from oe Generation to another, as from 
the Month of one Man to another Mans 
Ears ; For ſince the certa/zty of the con- 
veyance of the #ruth of a thing ſaid or 
done, depends upon the faithful delivery 
and reception of it, what ſhould hinder 
but that the ſame thing may be perform'd 
by more, which is by oxze, and oftzer 
which 1s ozce, and always which is ofter, 
provided ſufficient means be had and uſed 
for doing the ſame ? F 
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Bur whether the Chriſtian» Faith has 
been always faithfully tranſmitted from 
Aze to Aze, is harder to reſolve ; and yet 
ſeeing it wasa thing teizable, *twill be ſa- 
tisfaction enough to me ( without tracing 
the ſucceſſive handing it down from time 
to time) that it was really done, if the 
Motives for doing it be found to be ſuch, 
would a&zally incline men to the effet7 ual 
performance of it 3 as to me, it ſeems plain 
they will; for being the very greateſf and 
ſtrongeſt in themſelves imaginable, vzz. 
the Hopes and Fears of everlaſting Bliſf 
and Miſery, how. could they chuſe but 
work more powerfully on ſo many mens 
minds as ſhould duly weigh their wer, 
than Motives of fffer Conlequence would 
- do? and yet weſee what variety ofthings 
of ancient time has been ſo ſecurely 
brought down to our days, that we ſcru- 
le not at all their 7-475, notwithſtand- 
ing that the Motives for their continued 
conveyance were incomparably inferior 
to thoſe, which Chriſfs Dofrine has ever 
had for the oy faithful. tranimitting 
It to the preſent Age. 


- But | 
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Hopes and Fears of endleſs Bliff and M;- 
fſery, Ifind it ſmartly thus urg'd ; What 
a wild ſuppoſition is this, That Moral Mo- 
tives and Arcuments, working on 4 free 
Principle, the will of Man do neceſſarily 
produce their effect ? Is it neceſſary, that 
the Hopes of Heaven, and the Fears of 
Hell ſhould keep Chriſtians conſtant to the 
Dottrine of Chriſt * And is it not as ne- 
ceſſary, that theſe Arguments ſhould pre- 
wail upon them to the praitice of it ? It is 
7n vain togo about to demonſtrate, That all | 
men muſt þ good who have ſiifficient Argu- 
ments propounded to them, when experience 
= tells us the contrary, Nay, it is in reaſon 
= z2mpoſible, that Moral Arguments ſhould: be 
of a neceſſary and infallible efficacy, becauſe 
they are always propounded to a free Agent, 
who may chuſe whether he will yield to them, 
or not. Indeed, it is always reaſonable men 
ſhould yield to them, and if they be reaſona- 
ble, they will; but ſo long as they are 
free, it can never be infallibly certain they 
will, And if men be not free, it is no ver- 
tue at all in them to be wrought upon by theſe . 
Arguments. For what virtue can it be in 
F 3 any 


But againſt this conceiv'd force of the 
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ariy man, to entertain the Chriſtian Do- | 
arine, and adhere toit accordingly, if he do 
all this neceſſarily, that is, whether he will, 
or n0? | 

The prevalent force of this argument 
againſt what it was primarily ' writ, T 
diſpute not ; but ſo far as it ſeems to 
makeagainſt what I have aſſerted of the 
operative vertue of the Hopes and Fears 

of Blifand Miſery,upon the minds of thoſe 

who throughly ponder the weighty con- 
cern_ of eternal Pain and Foy ; it's whole 
ſtrength (Iconceive) is founded on the 
three following Suppoſitions, which are 
not (in my apprehenſion) ſufficient 
ſupports for the ,Scructure built upon 
them. , 

The. fir/# Suppoſition 15 this, That 1f 
Moral Motives produce a certain and 
conftant Effet, the ſame is a neceſſary Ef. 
fect, and deſtroys the Liberty of the Will. 
The ſecord 1s, That the Freedom of Mans 

. Will, conliſts in being at full liberty, or 
inan indifferency aF«ally to refuſe or ac- 
cept what is propounded to it, let the 
Motives, Circumſtances and frame of Mind 
atthe time of the propoſal be what oy 

| : will. 
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will. The third ſuppoſition is, That the 
{ſame Motives muſt have the ſame opera- 
tion and efficacy on mens Minds, as well 
to the ſincere pratFice, as conſtant belief 
of Chriſts Doftrine., Now if none of theſe 
Suppoſitions be a ſufficient firm foundation 
for the Argaments rais'd upon them, the 
whole Fabrick will come to ruin in their 
diſſolution. And that none of them has 
folidity enough for a good foundation of- 
what 1s laid thereon, I am apt, for the 
Reaſons hereafter given, to think. | 
For, that the | ator? of certain and 
conſtant Effects proceeding from Moral 
 Motives would include the deſtrution 
_ of the Liberty of the Will, T cannot 
therefore believe, becauſe plowing and 
ſowing, planting of vineyards, mer- 
chand1zing, the ſtudy of all Arts and 
Sciences, the making of Laws, and even 
the generation of Mankind, are all of 
them the Effects of Moral Inducements, 
and yet not any of the(e ſhall ever fail, 
ſo long as the Morives, which izclinze men 
unto them, continue in the world. Nei- 
ther will any man (I preſume) ſay, that 
the Wal is the leſs free therefore, or thar 
= _ men 
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men do theſe things whether they will or not. 
The Iſſue of which will be, That either 
a neceſſary effe&t is conſiſtent with Free- 
aom of Will, ( whatever it truly be) or 
elſe that a certain and conſtant effect, is 
not the ſame with a zeceſſary effect, which 
is enough ( asI ſuppoſe) to be ſaid of the 
firſt ſappolition. | 

Yea, and of the /ecoxd alſo; for if Mo- 
ral Motives may be ſuch, as that they'l 
certainly in ſome men incline the W:/l, 
as has been ſhewn by the-Inſtances of 

Agriculture, Planting of Vineyards, 
Merchandizing, the ſtudy of Arts and 
Sciences, and even the propagation of 
Mankind in the World effected by them, 
they may be; then does not the Free- 
dom of the Will, conſiſt in this, that the 
Willis at full liberty, -or in an indifteren- 
Cy, attnally to refuſe or accept, what 1s 
propounded to it, let the Motrbes be ne- 
ver ſo frong, the Circumſtances as cogent 
as may be, and the ſou/ 1n a condition as 
prone, as poſſibly, to be inclin'd by them. 

"If it were.reply'd, That although Moral 

Motives may be ſuch, as that they'l cer- 

tainly, in ſome Circumftances incline the | 
| OT Wits 
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 Wils of ſome: men; yet, the reaſon of 
# that is nor, becauſe the Will could not, if 
it would, always reject what it imbrates; 
but becauſe the Motives are ſo ſutableand 
grateful to the preſext diſpoſition of the 
Ss 1-4 that it will not refuſe them, I ſhould 
readily grant it; and thence withal ac- 
knowledge, that the Wil, if it would, 
$ could undoubtedly reject any Object in 
& any Circumſtances whatſoever; but con- 
# {tant experience ſhews us, that it often 
$ falls out by reaſon of the Motives, the 
Circumſtances, and. the preſent diſpoſition - 
of the ſoul, that by No means it will re- 
| fuſe what is offer'd, and ſo, as to the 
7 certainty of the effeft, do the ſame thing, 
4 as 1f it could not have done otherwile 
For, whenſoevera thing 1s adjudg'd the 
alone convenient, and fit medium, to the 
compaſling of an ex4 which is fully re- 
{olv*d on to be obtain'd, if the Wiſhould 
reject it, *twould in ſuch caſe contradict 
( which is impoſſible) it's own ature, 
For example, Would it not denote a cox- 
tradiftory oppoſition in that mans Wil, 
who, in imminent danger to be drown'd, 
but deſirous by all means poſlible to m_ 
ry IS 
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his life, ſhould refuſe to getupon a Plaeyk, 


when he plainly ſaw, and was fully ſatis- 


fied, there was no other way, but by do- 
ing it, to eſcape immediate drowning ? 
For, were it not in effect to. be both deſe- 


eh 


rams, and not deſiroms, to fave his life in } 


the very ſame [moment of time? which 
being a thing i»poſible to be done, clearly 
manifeſts, that the very ature of the 
Will requires, that ſome things, in ſome 


Circumſtances be certainly embraced by | 


it, and conſequently, that the Freedom of 
the Wil, may conſiſt together with the 
certainty of events, which flow from Mo- 
ral indnucements. That, this notwithſtand- 


ing, and how there may be Virtue inem- | 
bracing Chriſtianity ſhall be ſeen hereaf- : 


ter in the tenth Sei#ion, 
The third Suppolition, viz, That the 
ſame Motives mult have the ſame opera- 


I 


tion on mens Mitids, as well to the i»- | 


cere practice, as to the conſtant belief of 
Chriſt's Do&#rine,hath no evidence of truth 
in it, that I can diſcern, ſince 'tis much 
more difficult to-be prevail'd with to live 
a godly life, than to hold faſt and propagate 
a recezved Truth ; tor to do this latter, no 


more | 
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more 1s nog” but to give a full aſſex# 
thereto in our Hearts, and to declare the 
ſame by our words ( the one of which is 
a "thing, that the Underſtanding of ne- 
ceſlity does, if the Argument or Teſt intony 
be convincing ; the other is a matter ofno 
difficulty at all to be perform'd ) whereas 
*risneceſſary to tne leading a godly life to 
ſtruggle much and often with manifold 
ſtrong .Textations, which by reaſoni of 
Mans corrupted nature frequently become 


; | his Maſter. And therefor e we daily ſee, 


that multitudes of people, who from a 


| firm perſwaſion that Chriffs Dottrime is 


the only Way and Mears to fave from Hell 
and bring to Heavez,are very deſirous and 
ſtudjous to have it belzev'd and continued 
in the world, when yet they /ive 9 ac- 
cording to the Rates which it preſcribes. 
But admit it were otherwiſe, and that 
none regarded the continuance of Chri/ts 
Do##rine, but ſuch as made it their chief 
care and buſineſs to obſerve it's Precept ; 
yet ſo long as there ſhall be men and wo- 
men that will truly weigh the werz# of the 
MAbotives, which perſwadeto the be/ief and 
praitice of it, 10 long there ſhall never, 
want 
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want thoſe that will ſtedfaſtly adhere and ; 

keep conſtant to them both; and ſuch } 
there has ever been amidſt the worſt of ! 
Perſecutions, and will be- in the baddeſt 
times, maugre even all the /ying Signs 
and wonders of Antichriſt himſelf when % 
he ſhall appear in the world; and ſo the | 
_—_— Religion ſhall continue till the | 
conſummation of all things ; and that not | 
by virtue of any miraculous inſpiration 
from Heaven, but by being tranſmitted | 
from Age to Aze ; of the truth of both | 
which for the reaſons before ſhewn being 
| well afſur'd, I am got at length by ſeve- 
ral cloſe ſteps to the main Qxerze of all, I 
viz, By what Way, or Means Chriſts Do- | 
Frixe has been Succeſſively without #nter- | 
ruption convey'd down to owr days, and 
ſhall be ſo on perpernally while the world 
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SECT. VHL. 


By what means the knowledge of a matter of 


Fatt ( ſuch as the Preaching of the Goſpel 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles was ) may be per- 
petuated, An examen of the force of the 
Romaniſts 124i Argument, whereby they 
endeavour to ſhew, That Scripture can- 
not be the Rule of Faith. Whether the 
Scripture be not as intelligible in Points 
of Faith, as Tradition, or the Living 
Voice of the Church is. 


T HAT a Matter of Fad? ( ſuch as the 


Publiſhing of our Saviours Doitrine 


was) can no other way become known 
to future Ages, but either by ſome Writing, 
or by an Oral delivery of it, or by both, 1s 
beyond cavil, certain. And foraſmuch, | 
as no Writing can warrant its own authen- 
zickweſs, *tis requiſite for the due proof of 
the authority of any Writing of ancient 
time, that the ſame be aſcertain'd to us 
by Tradition ; 1o that although it were 
a confeſsd Truth, That Chriſi;an Do#rixe 


is 


k 
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is wholly contain'd in ſome ove Writing I 


or other, yet we could have no certainty . 
which 1s that very Writiazg, but by the | 


teſtimony of Tradition, Tradition there-' 


fore is thefr/# neceſſary fep, at leaſt, (if | 


- No more) which without an mmediat? 


Revelation, (a thing not, but through 


high preſumption to be expected) can | 


fa ely lead us to the. kowledge of the Chri- | 
fttan Faith, But whether 1n truth there | 
beany Writizg in which Chrifts Do&rine | 


1s ſo fully and clearly contain'd, that it 
needs no further aſſiſtance from T rad:- 


tion, ſave only to atteſt its authentickneſfi Þ 
and aathority, 1s a matter of further en- | 


quiry ; For although thoſe Books we call 


Canonical Scripture be ſufficiently wit- | 


neſfed by Tradztioz to be the Word of God, 
yet- if neither Tradition moreover ſay, 
that they are of themſelves a perfet# Rule 
of Faith;..nor any '{uch affirmation or 
equivalent to it, beexpreſly foundin thoſe 
Books; nor yet any evident proof from 
Reaſon can be made appear, that they 
are'ſo ; their being the Word of God ( for 
fo is'every Divine Senterce in them ) 'is 


not enough to entitle them to the Rule of 
| Faith, 


* 


Fu 


"24 
f 
i 


; 


'S #4ith, or tobe able to aſſure us what the 
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whole Will of God in the Goſpel 15. But 
whether Scripture, Tradition, or Reaſon, 
aver ſo much, Tle omit the diſcuſſion of, 
till I have weighed what moment an 4r- 


# 2umext much infiſted on to prove that 
8 Scriptnre is not the Rule of Faith, nor any: 


Roi IR BAG Rex : 


Part thereof, ' bears. The Argument 1s 
this ; | 
If Scripture be the Rule of Faith it muſt 


Z be in this reſpect, as the Lezter of it is 
= clearly ſignificative of Gods ſexſe in Points 


OS 42h 


of Faith (becauſe the thing ſignified by 
| the Letter is the Doctrine of 

# which the Lezzer, as the Rate, is to aſſure 

£ of) ſo thar unleſs it c/early hold forth ſuch 

3 a plain determinate ſenſe, as that no other 
can be put s fra it without manifeſt 2-- 


Faith it ſelf, 


jury and wreſtizg, it cannot be the Rule 
of Faith, And that it doth nor hold forth 
{ucha ſence, 'daily Experienceſhews, not 
only by the different Comments on it, but 
by .the 4iſſexſrons allo of thoſe who ad-. 
hereto it as the Rule of Fazth. WI 
- That the Scripture cannot be the Rule 
of Faith, or any Part of it, fave as the: 


Letter of it 1s clearly fignificative of one.. 


deter- 
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determinate ſenſe, to me, I confeſs, ſeems 

undeniable. But that the Scripture iti no- 
thing zeceſſary to Salvation 1s {o, T ſee no 
_ at all to believe, whilſt the Reaſoxs 
offer'd to prove it by, are (1n my opinion) 
too weak to doit; for. what matters 1t as {| 
tothe Scriptures being the Rate of Faith, 
how many different Commentaries be upon 


it; or what quarrelling there be about | 


the: /ex/e of it in places not containing Ar- | 
ticles of Faith ? And that the Scripture in 
ſeveral grand Articles of Faith, yea in 
moſt, if not in all, is as clearly {ignifica- 
tive of oxe determinate ſenſe, as the T ra- 
dition of the Church, ( whoſe eaſineff to 
beunderſtood, the Traditioniftsfay quali- | 
fies.it in one prime reſpect for the Rule of | 
Faith) I] thus, in a way agreeable to | 
their own Principles and manner of dil- 
courſe, go about to make clearly evident. 
- The Church diffuſive cannot. immediately 
declare her thoughts to any one, much 
leſs to every particular- either perſon or 
Congregation of people ; and therefore, 
whenfoever it has been thought neceſſary 
that the ſame ſhould be = 5 known: to 


any of her Members concerning a Point of 
© | Faith, 
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Faith, or which was by ſotne pretended 
- to beſo, She has Ever us'd to employ her 
| Chief Paſtors ( who could not be ignorant 
what the reſpeQtive Charches under each 
ones Charge held in Matters of Faith) to 
impart her mind about it. And this thoſe 
' Paſtors did effeR, either by Communicatory 
Letters, or by meeting together, and giv= 
ing their Yotesin Council. Now whether 
of theſe Ways ſoever the ſenſe of the Church 
diffuſFve was at any time:made known, : 
'twas always done by expreſſing the 
ſame in ſome determinatewords. committed 
to Writing, It therefore Paſtors, Parents, 
Guardians, Nurſes, Maſters of Families, 
( the chief” Conveyers of Chriſtian Doftrine 
from Age to Age) undertake toteach any 
thing as the /ex/e of the Charch, they 
muſt (except they'l deceive their Hearers), 
do it either in the very {ame words. 
which the. Pre/ats have caus'd it to": be 
put in Writizg, or in others idextified to 
and with the /exſe of them. ; And that 
either Teachers, or Learners, can ever be 
certain of ſuch identification, ; unleſs the 
words to which they are to. be identified 
be clearly ſignificative of one determinate 


G | ſenſe, | 
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feaſe,] think is impoſſible : Tf ſobe there- 


| fore, there be any Article of Faith as clear- 


ly.contain'd in Scripture, as they are in 
Communicatory Letters, or in the Definiti- 
61s of General Councils, the fame may be 
as certainly and truly learn'd by Scripture, 
as by Tradition or the Living voice of the 
Church, becauſe there is no other way ( as 
was ſhewn)- to be aſcertain'd of the 
Churches ſenſe but by oe of thoſe Means. 
The'latter nam'd of which ( viz. the De- 
frnitions of Councils) having obtain'd in 
the Church to be preferr'd before the other, 
*ewill ſuffice, by comparing Texts of Scri- 
ptare with Definitions of Councils, to try 
whether thoſe benot as clear and plain to 
be underſtood, in Points of Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Faith, as theſe are. ' But totake 
the-ſhorteſt Cur, becauſe the Comncil of 
Trent refers men- wholly to. the Creed, 
exlld the Niceze, to learn the Churches 
ſenſe in thoſe Articles of Faith, which it 
contains ; I will look no further into the 
Councils, but.content my ſelf with-letting 
down firſt” the Articles of that Creed, and 
then the Texts of Scripture: over againſt 
them; that by fairly comparing them to- 
EE \ gether, 
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gether, I may fatisfe my mind, whether 
or-no the Fexts of Scripture make out the 
Articles of Faith comprehended in the Nz- 
| ceneCreed, or any of them, as plainly as 

it doth ; which 1f it be found to do, the 
| Objection together with the Reaſon given, 
that, and why, the Scripture cannot be the 
Rule of Faith, or any Part of it, will be 
of no validity for what they were intend- 


- But yet, before I compare the Texts 
of Scripture, and the Articles of the Creed 
together ; *twill be fitting ( becauſe ſaid 
the Council of Trext ſends us to the N;z- 
4 cemeCreed tolearn the ſexſe of the Church 

s in all thoſe Arzzeles which it contains ) to 
tranſcribe the Decree of the third Seff. 
which is this. 

Sacroſantts Oecamenica & Generalic Tri- 
dentina Synodxs, &c. ante omnia ftatuit & 
decernit pramittendam. eſſe Confeſſionem Fi- 
dei, Patrum exempla in hoc ſecuta, qui (a- 
cratioribus Concilits hoc ſcutum contra omnes 
hereſes in principio ſnarum attionum 0ppo- 
were conſueverunt, quo ſolo aliquando, & 
infideles ad fidem- traxerunt, hereticos ex- 
pugnirunt & fideles confirmirunt. Quare 

| G 2 Sym- 


4* BER > worn wmrom. Ts 


| ps 
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 Oymbolum Fidei, quo fanita Romana Ec- 
| | | cleſia utitur, tanquam principium illud 3n 
| ' quo omnes qui fidem Chriſti profitentur, ne- 
ceſſaris conveniunt, ac fundamentum fir- 
mim & unicum, contra quod porte infernt 
| aunquam prevalebunt, toticem verbis qut< 
| bus in omnibus Eccleſits legitur, exprimen- 
aum eſſe cenſuit, quod quidem ejuſmodi eſt. 
Credo in unum Deum Patrem omnipoten- 
| tems fattorem Celi & Terre, wiſibilium om- 
F1 ' nium & inviſibilinm. Ft in unum Domi- 
| | num Teſum Chriſtum filium Dei unigenitum, 
| CF exaPatre natum ante omnia ſecula, De: 
| um de Deo, Lumen de Lumine, Deum ve- 
| rum de Deo wero; genitum non faitum; | 
| conſubſtantialem Patri, per quem omnia | 
| fadta ſant : Qui propter 70s homines, & 
B propter noſtram ſalutem deſcendit de Coli, 
f & incarnatus eff de Spiritu Sanito ex Ma- 
ria Virgine, & homo fattms; crucifixus 
| etiam pro nobis ſub Pontio Pilato, ow 
| & ſepulttns eft ; & reſurrexit tertia aje-ſe- 
| cundum Scripturas, & aſcendit in Calum; 
l ſedet ad dextram Patris, & iterum venturus 
| Fo = weft cum gloric judicare vivos & mortuos, 
[ 
[ 


cujts Regni non erit finis, Et in Spiritum 
Sanitum Dominum & vivificantem, qui ex 


' 
| E:.. ; Patre 


) 
; 
; 
q 
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Patre Filioque procedit ; qui cum Patre & 
Filio ſimul adoratur & conglorificatur, qui 
locutus eft per Prophetas, Et unam San- 
tam, Catholicam, & Apoftolicam Eccleſiam. 
Confiteor unum Baptiſma in remiſſionem pec- 
catorim. Et expetto reſurrectionem mortuo- 
rum, & vitam venturi ſeculi, Amen. 
Having here ſet down the VVzcexe Creed, 
as it is in the Trext Conncil,I ſhall ftraight 
compare the Texts of Scripture in the vul- 
gar Edition with the Words, wherein that 
Creed is exprelsd, in all the Arrzcles of it, 
fave only in that of the Bleſſed Trinity, 
which although, I make no doubt, but 
'tis demonſtrable by Scripture ; yet, in re- 
gard it cannot be evidenced with that 
brevity which the reit may be ; and that 
it Scripture be in other Articles as clear as 
the words of the Creed are, *tis enough to 
overthrow the Objection ; ( whoſe ſup-' 
pos'd {trength lyes in this, That it ſhews 
Scripture not to be plainly ſignificative of 
one determinate ſenſe in any Avticle of Faith 


whatſoever) Tle begin with this Article of 


the Creed; Qui deſcenait de Celis, propter 
nos homines, &> propter noſtramſalutem ; and 
deſcend to the reit in their due order. 

G 3 Qui 
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The words of the Creed, | 


The Texts of Scripture. 


Qui deſcendit de 
Celis 


Propter nos homi- 
mes, © propter n0- 
feram ſalutem ; 


| 


Exivi a Patre & 


| vers in munidun, tte: 


Yum relinguo miun- 


| dum & vado ad Pa- 


| trem. | 


Dicugt ez Difſct- 


| pul; ejus, ecce func 


| palam loqueris, & 


Proverbiun amwullum 


| azcis, Joh.16.28,29. 


 Fadtus | eft obtem- 


perantibus ſibs onni- 


bus cauſa ſalutis eter- 
ae, Heb. 5.9. 


. .'\ Nog eſt in aliquo 
| alig ſalus, wer enins 


alind nomen eſt ſub 


celo datum homini- 
bus in quo" oportet 


| nos ſalvos fieri, AQs 


4; 12. 


Et 
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Et incarnatus eff Verbum caro fa- 

| | um eſt, Toh.1.14. 
Multi feduffores 
exterunt 1n mundum, 
qui non confitentur 
Feſum Chriſtum we- 
nifſe in carne, hic eſt 


ſeduttor. & antichri- 
ftas, 2 Toh.7. 


.- De Spiritu Sanito| Cum efſet deſpon- 
ex Maria Virgine, | ſata Mater ejus Ma- 
—_ ria Joſeph,antequam 
convenirent, inven- 
ta eſt in utero habens 
be Spiritu Santto, 
Matth. x. 18. 
Dixit Maria 44 
| Angelum, quomodo 
| fiet iffud, quoniam 
 : | virum non cognoſco? 
LY | E refpondens An- 
= _ | gelus dixit et, [Piri- 
tus Santtns ſuperve- 
4 aiet 
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The words ofthe Creed. 


whos Da 


' The Texts of Scripture. 


CC 
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— 


niet in te," & wirtus 
altiſſimi obumbrabit 
tibi, ideoque quod 
naſcetur ex te San- 
| Tum wvocabitur. Fi- 


lius Dei, Luc. 1.33, 
\ 34: | | 


Et. homo 4 us . | Umnus Deus, uns 
; FOO & Mediator Des &/ 
hominum, homo Chri- 


fus Feſus, 1 Tim. 


"a | 

$z wnius delifta 
multi mortaut ſunt , 
multo magts gratia 
Dei, & donum in 
eratia unins hominis 


Feſu Chriſti in plures 
| ores Rom. 5- 


Erncifixus apo” = ide Matth. 27. 
#6 Pontio Pilato, | Marc. 15. Luc. 23. 


ohn x 
P ” Chriſtus 
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.. Pro pobis 


1 


Poſſus, tg 
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| peccato paſſus 


| tificatus quidem car- 


| demiſts nos Deo in 


Chriſt us ſemel . pro 
Joy of 0+ 

us pro inſuſtis, ut 
0s offerret Deo,nor- 


ne, vivificatus 4th 
tem ſpiritn, 1 Pet.3. 
18, ; he SP 
Dignus es accipere 
librum & aperire fig- 
paculum ejus, quont- 
am occiſus es, & re- 


ſanguine tuo ex omni. ' 
tribu, & lingue, & 
populo, & patione, 
Rev. 5.9. \ 


Pilatus m1irabatur 
|| jamobiiſſet, & ac- 
cerſito Centurione in- 
terrogabat eum, fi 
Jam ., mortuns  eſſet; 


& quum cognoviſſet 


GO: £0 


fl 
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—__©_—__ td... 
2 =—Y 


win fn 2 nk 3 | & Centurione, Hona- 

IS * vit corpus Joleph, 
Marc. 15. 44, 45: 
vide Matth. 27. 50. 
; Luc. 23.46. Joh.19. 


3. 


T% Er pultns e L . | Et Accepro borpore 
" ſep #3 I Joſeph involvit it- 


| {ud in fipdone munda, 
| | & poſuit iflud in. mo- 


aumento ſuo novo, 
quod exciderat in pe- 
tra, & aboobvtſex 
um magnum 4a ofti- 
nm monument, 

| abit, Matth. 27. 59, 
q 60. vide Marc. 15. 
46.Luc. 23. Jv. Job, 
| I9. 40,41,42. 


_ Vide Matth. 28. 
Marc. 16, Luc. 24, 


| Toh. 20, 
ci Et 


Theyorts ofche Oredd, 
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-'Dhe — 


Ee aſcendit $98 Cte- 
lum, ſedet ad dextran 
Far 


Et tterum ventu- 
us eff cum glorit Ju- 
Hearts wiugs & mior-. 
F405, - 


__— - 


. Dominns __ 


Feſus prot locu- 
Fus Cſs, 4a you$ns ſ 


eft in celum, 


| dif 4 dextris Patris, 
' { Marc. 16.19, wide” 
Luc.24.51.AQ.1.9. 


Quai cum ſit ſplen- 
dor glorie, & fieura 


| ſubſtantie ejus, por- 


tanſque omnia verbo 
virtutis ſue prrgatio- 
nem peccatorum faci- 
ens, ſedet ad dextran 
Majeſtatis in excet- 
ſis, Heb. 1. 3. vide 
Heb.8.1. x Pet. 3. 
22. 


Reomign pſe Do- 


minus in juſſn;\& in 


Voce Archanzelh, & 


| in ruba Det deſcendet 


de 
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de Clo, & mortui 
in Chriſto veſurgent 
prims, x Theſl. 4.16. 
Precepit nobis pra- 
dicare populo, & te- 
| ſtificari quia ipſe eſt, 
| qus conſt itutus eft ju- 
aex VIvorum, mor- 
| £worum, Ats Io. 42. 
Teftificor coram 
Des & Feſu Chriſto, 
'+ | qui. Judicaturus eſt 
| vivos & mortuos,'& 
. [per adventum ipſuns 
regnum ejus, 2 
| Tim. 4.1. 
Qui reddent ratio- 
nem ei, qui paratus 
eff judigare vivos & 
mortnos, 1 Pet. 4.5. 


CY 
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| The TexesafScripmnre; © 


— 


 ' Credo unam ſan- 
Fam, Catholicam & 
Apoſtolicam Eccleſi- 


am, 


£ 


Euntes dacete-on- 
nes gentes baptizan- 
tes eos in nomine.Pa- 
tris & Filii & San- 
ii Spiritus. 

Docentes eos ſer- 
Vare 0mmnia quecun- 
que mandavi wvobis ;_ 
& ecce ego vobiſcum 


ſum omnibus diebus 


| uſque ad conſunma- 


tiozem ſeculi, Matth. 
28.19, 20. | 

Ipſe eft caput. cor- 
ports Eccleſie, Col. 
1s £6; | 

Alias oves habeo” 
que 30 ſunt ex hoc 
ovili, & illas me '0- 
porter adducere, & 
vocem mean audient, 


| 


. & fiet unum ovile & 
unus Paitor, Joh. 10. 


16. 
Confe- 
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Confiteor #num Bap- 
tifmea in remiſfioncm 


Unns Dominnus u- 
us Fides, unum Bap- 
riſme, Epheſ: 4. 5. 

Penitentians agi- 
te & baptizetur unuſ- 


| quiſque weſtrim in 


| omine Jeſu Chrifti 


in remiſſionem pecca- 
torum weitrorum 


Atts 2.38. | 


An ignoratis quia 
quicunque baptizatt 


| ſurmus in Chritto Je- 


ſu, in mortem 7 Tus 
baptizati ſumus ! 
Conſepulti enim ſu- 


mms cum illo per Bap- 


"|| 2iſrmum in mortem, 


' ut quomodo Chriftus 
' ſarrexit a mortuis 
per gloriam Patris, 
ita &F 0s in novi- 


: F tate vite ambulemnas. 


NY 


_ 


"=" 8", 
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The Textsof Scripture,” 


St enim complan- 
tati facti ſumns. ſi- 


| militudin; mortis e- 


jus, fomul & reſur- 


' rectionis Crimus, 

Hoc ſcientes quis 
vetus homo noFer fi- 
mul crucifinns ef, - ut 


| | Aeftruatiur COrpus Pee. 


cati, ut ultra non ſer- 


| v1amns peccato, 


_ Et expedto reſur- | 


recFionem - | mortuos 
rum, 3 


Qui enim mortnu- 


| us ef, jutificatus ef 


4 peccato, Rom. 6. 
ver.1.2,3,45) 0: 

Baptizare & ab- 
ue peccata tua invo- 
'cato nomine ipſins, 


| AQs 22.16. 


Si reſurrettio mor- 
tuorum non ef, ne- 
que Chriitus ' refur- 


= 


| 


rexit, 


Si 


BAS, 
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bo ————— os 


hy, 


.. Et vitam venturi 


 feenti., Amen... 
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The Texts ofSeripire: 


es vor” 
"_ 


$7 autem Chrifus 
non reſurrexit, ina- 
ns ergo predicatio, 
inanis ef Files we- 
fra, 1 Cor. 1 5. Ver. 


T3, 14- 
Amen dico wobis, 


| nemo eff qui relique- 


Y it aomun, aut fra- 


| | Fres, aut ſorores, aut 


Patrem, aut Matrem, 
&c.. propter me, & 


| propter Evangelinm, 


Qui non accipiet 
centies tantum nunc 


" | in tempore, 8c. & in 
-| fecnlo futuro vitam 
| £Fer Bam, Marc. 10. 


29, 30. 
ViaeMatth.25.46. 


.Þ I Cor: &. \VEr. 52, 


| 
$3, 54- 1 Thefl. 4. 


| Ver. 169. I7. 


Many 


EY Sv 


a 
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_- Many more Texts of Scripture, beſides 
theſe here produc'd, might, if need were, 
be: added, for confirmation, That the 
mention'd Articles contain'd in the NVicene. 
Creed, are as plain and clearly to be found 
in Scripture, aS1N 7t- Se HR, 
Granting, will the Trad:itioniſt perad- 
venture ſay, the truth of what I here af- 
firm; yet may both the Scripture, and 
the Creed,be further clear'd and explicated. 
Nodoubt, but they may, ſuppoſing them 
firſt to be ri2h:ly underſtood ; but how 
they ſhould be that, unleſs they be plainly 
ſignificative of one determinate ſenſe, Iam 


not able to apprehend. Tf the Traditio- . . 


viſt reply, yes, they may be underſtood 
aright from this, that men ſee the /ame 
things taught day/y among Chriſtians. I 
anſwer, That of ſeveral Words or Senter- 
ces compar'd together, it cannot with cer- 
tainty be affirn'd, they import the ſame 
thing, ſave only by thoſe to whom they'r 
known tO be plainly fignificative of oxe ae- 
terminate ſenſe. Nor does this at all hin- 
der, why. as well the Scripture as the 
Creed, 'may not to the »ultitude be made 
more.plain and eaſie to be underitood, aps | 
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The words of the Creed. The Texts of Scripture; 
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RR m————_— 


$7 autem Chriftus 
non reſurrexit, ina- 
nis ergo praedicatio, 
znanis eff Fides we- 
#ra, 1 Cor. 15. ver. 


- | 23414- : 


Et vitam venturs| Amen dico wobis, 
| feenli. Amen. | nemo e qui relique- 
= | rit domun, aut fra- 
tres, aut ſorores, ant 
| Patrem,ant Matrem, 
 .| &C. propter me, & 
' | propter Evangelinm, 
Qui non accipiet 
| centies tantum nunc 
in tempore, &C. & in 
fſeculo futuro wvitam 
eternam, Marc. 10. 
29, 30. 
Vide Matth.25.46. 
x Cor.15. ver. 52, 
53,54. 1 Theſl. 4. 


Ver. 16, I7. 


Many 
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Many more Texts of Scripture, beſides 
theſe here produc'd, might, if need were, 
be added, for confirmation, That the 
mention'd Articles contain'd in the NVicene. 
Creed, are as plain and clearly to be found 
in Scripture, aS1N 2t. | | 

Granting, will the Traditioniſt perad- 
' venture ſay, the truth of what I here at- 
firm; yet may both the Scripture, and 
the Creed, be farther clear'd and explicated. 
No doubt, but they may, ſuppoling them 
firſt to be rizhtly underſtood ; but how 
they ſhould be that, unleſs they be plainly 
ſignificative of one determinate ſenſe, Tam 
not able to apprehend. Tf the Tradztio- 
viſt reply, yes, they may be underltood 
aright from this, that men ſee the ſame 
things taught aay/y among Chriſtians. I 
anſwer, That of ſeveral Words or Senter- 
ces compar'd together, it cannot with cer- 
tainty be affirm'd, they import the ſame 
thing, ſave only by tho/e to whom they'r 
known to be plainly ſignificative of oze de- 
terminate ſenſe. Nor does this at all hin- 
der, why. as well the Scripture as the 
Creed, may not to the »ultitude be made 
more plain and eaſe to be underſtood, _ 

H ' O 
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of themſelves they can in reaſon be thought | 
to appear to them. Yea, ſome people, I 
believe there be, whoſe Iztelledts are 1o 
weak and ſtupid, that ſcarce any one ſingle 
. form of words whatſoever, can be fully 
| adapted to their capacities; whence even 
the eaſieſt Catechiſms that are fram'd, we 
ſee, are with much diligence explain'd 
by the Catechiſt ; yea and not a few, I 
fear, of his own words us'd for explication 
of others, often ſtand in need themſelves 
of expoſition to ſome of his Auditors ; ſo 
that what is very plain and eaſie tobeun- 
derſtood by ſome men, may to others be 


obſcure and difficult, 


SECT. IX. 


What the properties of the Rule of Chriſtian * | 
_ Faith be? and whether they agree to holy 
© Scripture e | 


 LthoughlT have clear'd the Scripture 
CA. from the unjuſt imputation of un- 
intelligibleneſs in Matters of Catholick 
Faith caſt upon it ; yet unleſs, _, 
p that 
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- that it is plainly fiznificative of one determi- 


zate ſenſe, it hath likewiſe theſe two fur- 
therProperties,vas.that it contuin all things 
of neceſſary Belief and Prattice ; and ſo, 4s 
that ah explicit knowledge of them be attaina- 
bleit cannot be the Rule of Chriſtian Faith, 
For ſince the very Ground and Reaſon 


why ſome Scriptural Doftrines are call'd. 


neceſſary in contradiſtintion to others 


otherwiſe, is from hence ; that they are 


held neceſſary to be plainly underſtood, to 
the intent the Credenda of them may be 
explicitly believed, the Agenda frequently 
prattis'd irrorder to ſalvation, all Neceſſa- 

ries muſt of neceſſity be ſo far diſtinitly 
known, asis requiſite tothat endarid pur- 
poſe. __And therefore I find no ſatisfaQti- : 
on from the ſaying of thoſe who tell us, 
that he who- believes all DotFrines clearly 
deliverd in Scripture, believes all things 


neceſſary to Salvation, and much more ; bes 


cauſe if they ſpeak of an implicit Belief, 
that, in Necefſaries to ſalvation is: not ſuf- 
ficient ; and to have an explzcit Belief” of 


_ all Docrines ( almo# infinite) clearly 


held forth in Sacred Writ, is not a thing 
practicable. The three mentioned Qua 
| H 2 11- 
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lifications then, Firſt, That Scripture be 
zntelligible in Matters of Catholick Fajth. 
Secondly, That it be comprehenſive of them. 
Thirdly, That they be diſt :;ngniſbable in Scri- 
pture, (though not by it, for that I have 
formerly ſhewn is not to be expected) 
from moſt other Truths (1 do not lay all, 
for to have an exact Catalogue of all Ne- 
ceſlaries diſtin&t from every other Scri- 
ptural Doctrine, 1s not, as I think, poſſi- _ 
ble ; ſo neither, Iam ſure neceſſary ; be- 
cauſe if nothing neceſſary be omitted, it 
matters not how many Truths beſides 
what are neceſſary be explicitly known 
together with them) c/early contained in it, 


-areallof them requiſite to Scripture, if 


we will have it to be the Rule of Chriſtian 
Faith, Which Qualifications, whether 
they do accord to Scripture, or no, let's 
mole ſome tryal if we can diſcover. 


Beſides what I have already {aid to the 
firſt, (viz. That Scripture 1s intelligible, 
or plainly ſignificative of oxe determinate 
ſenſe in Ave rv to ſalvation ) many Ar- 


 guments both from zt ſelf, and the Fathers, 
' are brought by the Learned to prove, that 


H, 
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zt, and the ſecond alſo, (namely, That 
the Holy Scripture comprehends whatſo- 
ever is of xeceſſary beliefand rattice ) per- 
' tain to Holy Writ; and if they were not 
ſtretch'd further by ſome, than they'l 
without forcing extend, I ſee not how: 
they could reaſonably be deni'd to be con- 
vincing. For albeit Scripture be nofclear 
in all things neceſſary to ſalvation to every 
one, > qe it may be to ſome who are able 
to uſe the beſt Mears attainable, for the 
underſtanding it in thoſe things ar/ghr. 
This the great Promoter and Advancer of 
the Traditionary Doftrine Thomas Anzlus 
ex Albiis, in his Sonus Buccine, leems 
plainly to me to confeſs, who Tra&ar. 2, 
. Paragr. 19. in anſwer to this Objection, 
Santi Patres teſtantur ſacras Scripturas eſſe 
ſufficientes ad nos inſlruendos, & continere 
omnia.que ad Fidem, & Mores ſpecFant, & 
quidem ſine magno labore, ſaith, Aliud eſt 
omnia neceſſaria in ſacra Scriptura contineri, 
alind_ eam eſſe Regulam; ſicut aliud eſt, eſſe 
aliquid refum in ſe, alind vero eſſe Regn- 
lam ; 'ut enim Reitum fiat Regula debet eſſe 
applicabile ; poſſunt autem ſic obſcure wel 
diſperse contrneri neceſſaria in Libris ſacris, 
| H 3 ut 
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ut non niſtcum labore, & a folisdottis poſſint 
| fleri wel agnofct certa. According to: what 
is here writ, Scr/ptare is not - deny'd to 
have: red####de enough 1n-it to-be a Rate ; 
and: fo might be the: Ru/e of Faith, if it 
were but app/izable, that is-ſuch, as might 
certainly be learn'd from it,, What things 
are revealed in it by God-as' neceſſary tobring 
mem to Felicity, Whether therefore the 
ſacred Scripture be ſuch, or no, ſhall be. 
my next Enquiry. 

Of the. three Rualifications requiſite to 
conſtitute Scriptrrethe Rule of Faith, two 
are found to belong; to it, v2. it's intell;- 
giblenefſ in things neceſſary to: ſalvation: ; 
and it's comprehenſiveneſi of them, The 
third, which: is, That thoſe: neceſſaries be 
. diſtinguiſhable from other Seriptural truths, 
ſo.far, as: is requiſite to: gain an: explicir 
knowledge of them,*F will next ſo con- 
ſider of,as to make it my buſineſs to ſearch 
qut, whether or no they may. be /o diſtinct 
ty known, and.incaſethey may, by what 
Means it is to be done. By what Means 
would ſome ſay, bur by Scriptare ? For 
if by Scripture it {elf the diſtin know- 
ledge of them cannot . be-attained unto, 

| | Scripture 
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Scripture will not of it ſelf point us out 
our Way to Heaven, and conſequently, is 
not the Rule of Faith. I deny the Conſe. 
quence ; for if Scripture be intelligible in all 
things neceſſary to ſalvation, and'that by 
any Means we can attain to a diſtin't 
knowledge of them, we ſhall afſuredly 
by Scripture be ſhewn our Way to Heaven, 
and conſequently, Scripture will be the 
Rule of Faith ; for that is (I conceive) 
the Rnle of Faith, 1nto which it is fnally 
refolv'd as an infallible Witneff of it, let 
the Helps antecedently requiſite to- that 
Reſolution be what, or as many as they 
will, ſince theſe latter only dire& us to 
that, which directs us our Way to BIl:f. 
Hers ſome perhaps would be ready to 
offer another Objection, to this purpoſe ; 
Neceſſary Points are reducibletoa very few, 
perchance to this oze, To believe and truſt 
in Jeſus Chriſt for remiſſion of ſins (and 
of this Doi#rine,the Soriptnure it ſelf teaches 
a xeceſ/ity ) which they might the more 
confidently infiſt on, becauſe it ſeems to 
be confirm'd by that remarkable Inſtance 
of the penitent Thief 'on the Croff. To this 
might be anſwer'd, that although the 
* Ae H 4 Thief 
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Thief on the Croſſ-who believ'd in Chrif 
was fav'd without - an explicit knowledge. 

of. the Reſarreftion, Aſcenſion, and Com- 

= i . . 

"zng t0 Judgment of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
becauſe by reaſon of the Circumſtances he 
wasin, tre holineff, or the ſincere love of 
Godin Chriſt was wrought 1n his heart ; yet 
1t cannot be rationally inferr'd fromthence, 
that the Reſurrediop, Aſcenſion,and Coming 
to Tudgment of our Lord are not Points, / 
which the Rule of Faith holds forth, as 
Articles of Catholick and Apo#olick Belief, 
For what in ſome extraordinary Circum- 
ftances may be an efficacious means to work 
Contrition arid a through amendment of 
Life to ſalvation in oe, the ſame will not 
be: ſo to others in the common and drdinary 
courſe of Mans life; and torhis muſt the 
Rule of Faith extend, I' mean to afford 
Motives, or Matters of Belief, and' Precepts 
of good life and Manners, apt and conve- 
zient to bring multltudes of people fol- 
lowing their ſeveral Yocations to dye unto 
$:iz, and to lwve unto Righteouſneſs, whole 
Crown is everlaſting life and Blif. Several 
Neceſſaries then there are in reſpe& of 
Maykina, and although every ozeof them 

1 be 
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be not 'abſolutely neceſſary for every ind;- 
igual perfon to know, yet in that they 
are --ore generally neceſſary to be known, 
the. Rule of Faith would be imperfett if 
it wanted any oze of them. And there- 
fore, 'I conceive, I have very good ground 
and cauſe to think, that the Fundamen- 
tals of the Chriſtian Religion are more 
than zhoſe divine Truths ( whatever they 
be) which are fo neceſlary, that not any 
oze man can be {av'd without an expref 
knowledge of them ; becauſe more Mo- 
tives, and more Precepts, will in all rea- 
ſon, be neceſſary to bring a mwltitade in 
different Conditions, and various Circum- + 
S /laxces to a true /exſe of their fins, and an 
| hearty "turning from them to God; 
than 'to. work the like efe# in ſome 
oxe, or a few perſons in ſome advantage- 
ous Circumſtances, which may ſuppl 
the defect of ſeveral Credexda an Avanla 
| in influencing the Mzz4, that otherwiſe 
will be neceſſary for the converſion of 
others, not in the ſame. or like helpful Cir- 
cumſtances with them ; and ſo of right 
belong to the Rule of Faith. | 


The 
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The two paſt ObjeCtions ſolv'd, I re- | 
turn tomy Queries, Whether or no, ,al{ | 
neceſſaries to ſalvation be io. far diſt inguiſh- 
able in Scripture as to be explicitly known ; 
 andin caſe they be, by what means an ex- 
plicit knowledge of them is attainable, 
If ſuch a knowledge of them be. attain- 
able, it muſt be by one of theſe four 
ways; Either by Scripture it ſelf ; or by 
ſome other Writing of Catholick truth and 
authority ; or by evidert Reaſon; or laſt. 
ly, by Tradition. Not by Scriptare, the 
Seripturiſts themſelves (as was faid be- 
fore) acknowledge. Nor is there any 
other Book of Catholick truth and autho- 
—_ I ever heard of) undertakes to di- | 
rect to-them. And as for Principles of |j 
meer Reaſon ; or Science grounded on the 
Credendaand Agenda themſelves, -we can- 
not expect tohaveany certain diſtinCt no- 
tice of *em from either of them, becauſe a 
neceſſity of ſuch Truths as are above humane 
ingeny, or meerly poſitive ( as there be 
ſeveral of both forts in Scripture) is not 
to be learn'd from thence. There's but 
only one thing then remaining, which 


can poſlibly give intelligence of _ 
an 
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and *tis Tradition, taken either in this 
ſenſe, That ſuch and ſuch = of Scri- 
pture have bee ever held ana, taught to con- 
 tainall neceſſaries fo ſalvation ; an Aſſer- 
tion never ( I think) maintain'd; or elſe 
in this ſenſe, as ?cis. ſaid to be, 4confbunt 
uninterrupted conrſe of teaching, learning 
aud pradtiſing Chriſts Doitrine,. ſet on foot 
by our bleſſed Saviour,. and his Apoſtles, and 
continued by thein Diſciples, and the iow. 
ceeding Generations ever ſince; which 
8 courle, if it have been really taken, the 


difficulty of getting. an expreſſknowl 
; of Neee aries — road. 
E terminate 1 knowing what Divine' truths 
| have beenſo convey'd, and then: finding 
8 Texts in Holy Writ parallel thereunto. 
| Firſt,, then it muſt be ſought after ;- Whe- 
ther Chriſtian Dotrine has-by ſuch:a con- 
tinued'cqurſe:. been brought down to- usz' 
ornot!?? And'ſecondly, What the Truths,, 
» indeed there were any fo brought down 
? = 
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SECT. X. 
An Enquiry, whether Chrifts Dotrine has 


been prattically convey'd without inter. 
miſſion from the days of the Apoſtles unto | 
ours ? And of what validity. Four grand | 
Arguments urg'd againſt the indefeitibi- | 
_ tity of Tradition, are? 


YT Hether Chriſts DoF#rine has been Þ 
Y Oraly deliver'dd and pradticaly 
handed down to us without interruption, 
I ſhall by this that follows, labour to fa- 
tisfie my ſelf. | 
That there 1s no real Benefit accrues 
to Chriſtians by the Rule of Faith, if the 
Things contain'd in it, be not explicitly 
believd, and ſincerely praitis'd, is, I pre- 
fume, unqueſtionably true. ' The exer- 
ciſe therefore of Chriſtianity ( conſiſting 
in the Profeſſion and Praitice of Chriſtian 
Truths and Duties) being the Ezxd for 
which the Rule of Faith ( we'l ſuppoſe it 
Scripture) was given, and 1s preſerv'd; 
9 *twould 


would be ſtrangely unreaſonable to 
think, that the Meazs ſhould have been 
ſo carefully kept in all Ages, as even with 
the hazard, yea, and loſs of life it hath 
often been ; and the Exd it ſelf, for which 
it was ſo kept, ſhould not with equa/ care 


| (atleaſt) have been regarded. For it 
| cannot reaſonably be thought that thoſe 


| Þ men who wou freely -lay down their 


Hats 8 1 » {GW wax 8 


$ lives to preſerve the Bzb/e, would not 
{ have done the like in teſtimony of their 
| belief that Chriſt is God and Map, was cru- 
# cified, exc, or that they would not rather 


have ſuffered death, than have left off 
Preaching the Word, and Adminiſtring the 
Holy Sacraments, | 
But further, and more particularl 
thus ; Chriſts Doftrine conliſts of Creder 
and Agenda, which the ApoZles and E- 
vangeliits, before they were committed 
to Writing, and after alſo, Oral taught 
to multitudes of people, who cordially em- 


brac'd them, being fully perſwaded that 


their own and their Poſ-erities eternal wel- 
fare depended on- the Belief and Pradice 
of them. So long therefore as the /ame 
Metives.which ſo inclin'd theſe >; 
Chrt- 
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Chriſtians ſhall remain among men and 
affetF them, ( which will be as was ſhewn 
Seftion 7. to the worlds end) {6 long 
there ſhall be reaching, learning, and pra- 
Hifing the Neceſſaries to Salvation com- 
nord of the Credenda and Agenda of the 

- Goſpel. The former of which, if they be 
as few as many tell us they are, ( v/z.thoſe 
compris'd within the ApoFolical Creed ) 
undoubtedly might with eaſe have been 
orally reanfinitied from Age to Ape till 


now, and may be ſo, while the world 
 Jaſts, As for the Agenda, or Things of 
neceſſary prattice, the Lords Prayer, and þ 


our Duty towards God and Mas, compre- 
hended chiefly in the Tex Commandments, 
they are not much more difficult to be 
fearned and kept in mind. Add to theſe 
the Sacraments, the continual celebration 
of which perpetuates them, and we have 
(by the conſent of the Scriprurifts ) 
the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity, But admit 
| the Credenda and Agendas, which ought 
explicitly to be believ'd and duly prattis'd, 
were as many more, yet would fo ſmall a 
Extechiſm contain them all, as Childrenand 
the 7»/gar fort might generally,” without 
CEP EA | | much 
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much labour, be taught. That the Ne- 
ceſſaries therefore to Salvation ſhould ever 
fail to be praFically tranſmitted from Ge- 
neration to Generation is a-like impoflible ; 
as that »ultitudes of people ſhould not in 


'K] every Age be truly deſirous of their Own, 


and their Poſterities everlaſtins Happineſs 
ſeeing ( as I have ſhew'd Yi a dos -, fe 
and zeceſſary to Salvation to be perform'd, 
to perpetuate Chriffs Doctrine by a con- 
tinued praQtical delivery of it, till the 
Conſummation of all things. 

However clear the truth of this may 
ſeem, yet in regard I meet .with four 
orand Arguments urg'd ſtiffly againſt the 
indefectibility of Tradition, two of which 
are thought (by ſome) to be grounded 
on firm Reaſoz; the other two on certain 
Experience; *twill be requiſite well to con- 
ſider of them, and to try their ſtrength. 

. The firſt is, That Moral Cauſes work not 
neceſſarily, and therefore it cannot be cer- 
tainly concluded that however ſtrongly the . 
Motives for the practical continuance of 
Chrifts Doctrine be apply'd ta the mind, the 
Will will undoubtedly embrace them, and act 
according to them. This firſt Hons is 
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ſufficiently (I think) anſwer'd,  Se&. 7. 

et for fuller conviction I will add this 
how that the ſame Argument if applid to 
Scripture, would proveas much every jot 
againſt Scriptures preſervation, as againſt 
the continuance of Þ radition, Tf it be re- 
pli'd that Gods Goodreſf is engag'd for the 
preſervation of” Scripture; I grant it, if 
man ule his oyz endeavours, otherwiſe, 
God isnot (Iconceive) concern'd to pre- 
ſerveit; for I preſume no man of ſound 
Reaſon will ſay, that God is oblig'd by 
his Goodneſs immediately to fave it Him- 
ſelf, or to commit the ſafeguard of it to 
the /o/ecare of Angels, when Mer, whoſe 


concern it is to preſerve it, are ſufficient 


( if there be no default in themſelves) for 
the work. If Mans endeavours therefore 
for the conſervation of it be free in 
that ſence which the Objection ſuppo- 
{s every ation of Man to be, there will 
be no more certainty of the continuance 
of Scripture than of the practical Delive- 
ry of Chrifts DoFrine throughout all Ge- 
neratigns. 

\- The Second Argument to prove, That 


Tradition is not of an indefectible nature 
15 
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is this ; 1f mer be not free, it is no virtue 
' #t all 1 them to be wrought npon by Moral 
Motives ; for what virtue can it be in any 
man to entertain the Chriftian Doitrine, and 
aahere to it whether he will or no, as every 
one doth whom Moral Motives neceſſarily 
move thereunto ? I willingly grant, it 1s 
no virtue in any man to do a thing whe- 
ther he willor no; for to doa thing whe- 
thera man will or no, 1s (according to the 
common uſe of the Phraſe) to doit ag a:/zft 
his Will, which as to the acts elicits of 
the Wil, involves this manifeſt Contra- 
diction, to will or ill at ozce the ſame 
thing. The words therefore, whether he 
will or ao, muſt be interpreted, to mean, 
here in the Objection, no more than ze- 
ceſſarily, or rather, in propriety of Speech, 
certainly ; for, 1 take a. des effect in 
the moſt ſtrict and proper notion of it, 
to bean effe&t wrought im a Subject whol- 
ly paſſive ; whereas the Will is an ative 
Principle, and always determines it elf, 
however powerfally the Morives work 
upon it. W hence it is, that even the blel- 
ſed Saints and Fzels in Heaven, though 
their affections be moſt ſtrongly and un- 
| I alter- 
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alterably fix'd on Go, are not neceſſitated 
thereto without their owz great g00d-lik- 
ing, and ative tendency to the enjoy- 
ment of their Soverazzz Good, If then 
the fruition of the very Ex4d, be ſo volun- 
tary, that the Willis ative therein, *tis 
certainly ſo, in reſpect of the Mears con- 
ducing to it, to the choice whereof, we/:- 
beration is prerequir'd; the office of which 
deliberation, is.to conſult what means will 
be moſt available to obtain the deſign'd 
Exd by ; the principal of which in Morals, 
is Mans Summum Bonum, or Soveraign 
Good, namely, the fruitioz of God, where- 
unto as'well the Moral as Theological Vir- 
'txes are conducible Mears ;: ſo that to be 
attually virtuors, 1s to att for the enjoy- 
ment of the Chief Good, in a way proper 
for the attaining of it; which to do: the 
more ſtedtaſtly, conftantly, and certain- 
ly, were not, I ſhould think, to.do leſs, 
but rather more virtuouſly, yet without 
infringing the Liberty of the Wl, which 
retains always it's zative power, when 
it ſo likes, to do otherwiſe. But 1n caſe the 
habit of Virtue in any man'grow 1o i{trong 


and potent, that it perpetually. inclines 
| him 
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him to purſye his Chef” Good, T hope, the 
enjoyment of God, will not be made ſuch 
a neceſſary :efftect thereby, as: that he'l 
enjoy. God, whether himſelf will or no. 
The certainty therefore of a thing wrought 
by Moral. Canfes, 1s no evidence that Man 
1s-not endued -with Free:w:4, 'but only 
ſhews that rhe Motives at ſo: vigorouſly 
and powerfully' conſidering the. preſent 
diſpoſition of the. Mind, andthe Circum- 
{tances a man 1s 1n,that the MW7{ls native in- 
aifferency to will. or not to will, 1s caſt: by 
them on that ſide, which takes for pro- 
ducing the Efe&#, but yet 10, that it's 
the Mills own choice to do-it,: which de- 
termines zt./elf by reaſon -of | the preſent 
agreeableneſs and gratefulneſs of the Mo- 
tives 'thereunto.. For unleſs. we'l.deny 
the conſtant Expetience of all:Ages,. we 
muſt needs confeſs, that there isacertain- 
ty of divers Effects in the courſe. of ſeve- 
ral things in the world (ſ{uchas! were 
mentioned SezZ..7. belides . many more 
not ſpoken of )-which flows :trom Moral 
Motives ; 1o; that, it would bemore tole- 
rable, 1t:therewere no way:tÞ reconcile 
Free:will, . and: that certainty;o:to - make 
F19TE0"47 I 2 doubt 
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doubt of the former, rather than of the 
latter ; but we ſee, by what has been ſaid, 
Thata certainty of Wy proceeding from 
Moral Canſes,and the'native Liberty of Mans 
Will may well enough conſiſt together. 

© The other two Arguments brought to 
prove, That Tradition «s defettible, are 
Founded on two Inſtances, the former of 
which is this ; The Tradition of the one 
true God was in a ſhort time ſo defac'd and 
corrupted, that the world did lapſe into Poly- 
theifts and Iadolatry, although it was ſetled 
in the heart of Noah, and firmly beliewd by 
him to be theway to Happineſs, and the con- 


*.., tradidting-ani aeſerting this to be the way to 
-. Miſery ; and this Doitrine according to the 


Traditioniſts, muſt be ſuppos d, to have been 
fo tanght to his children, and ' by them alſo 
to their Poſterity., Tothis I anſwer, firft, 
that there is not the hike reaſon. why a 
Do#rinecommitted only tothree Famrlzes, 


ſhould be!ſopermanent, /as that which is 


entruſted'to milozs of people, albeit the - 
Motrvesfor-the preſervation of it were the 
ſame. But-T ſecondly anſwer, that the 
Motives | 4or- - propagating Chriſtianity 
are far more"excelent, than the Morrves 
Ges _* _. which 
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which Noah and his Sos had for the con- 
tinuing the belief of the oze zrue God, For 
the expreſ# motives in ancient time, both 
before, and under the Law, were only 
temporal rewards and puniſhments, which 
becauſe they were ſeen to befal the 52d 
and good promiſcuoully; in that ſome of 
both ſorts abounded with Riches and Ho- 

 zour, and others had their afflic#ions ; *tis 
obvious to conceive, conſidering the fre- 
quent 'tentations to Ambition, Luxury, 
and Avarice, that men would be far leſs 
intent to regard 7ruth,and exerciſe acts of 

Piety and Virtue, when Everlaſting Bliſs 
and M:ſery were only gather'd by Conlſe- 
quence to be the final Portion of goodand 
evi/ men ; than when in expreff words 
they were conſtantly preſs'd, and incul- 
cated as Motives, the one to incline men 
toembrace Truth and Goodneff; the other, 
to deterr them from Error and Vice, as 
ſince the Preaching of Chriffs Goſpel they 

*. haveever been. Neither, which I :4zr4- 
' ty, and laſtly Anſwer, will it begranted, 

That the Tradition of the. one true God 

ever fail'd, or was totally loſt, till it ap- 
pear-that Abrahamand Lot,had not know- 

| T 3 "547 am 
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ledge of -H7m from Sem, or ſome of his 
Progeny. Could Abraham ( ſaith Dr.Stil- 

ting fleet, Origin, Sacr, Book 2, Chap. 2. 
Set. 9.) when he was ' contemporary 
with Sem, be ignorant of the Tfuth of 
the Flood, when Sex, - from. whom he 
deriv'd himfelf, -was one:i'of the Perſons 
who eſcap'd it in the Ayk?. Could Ser: 
be ignorant of the actions before the Flood, 
when Adam, the firft Man, lived ſome 
part of this 'time/ with Noah? and could 
Noah then be ignorant of the Creation, and 
Fall of Maz?- The'ſame Learned Author 
in the ſame. Sec#. a little before, wtiteth 
thus; Adam"©converſed' fome time' with 
Noah ; Sem his Son, wasprobably living 
1n ſome part of Facobs time, or: 1/aacs at 
leaſt; and how ealily, and uninterrupted. 
{y might the general Tradition of the an- 
cient Hiſtory, be continued thence to the 
time of ' Moſes, when 'the number of 
Families agreeing in 'this' Tradition was 
increas'd, and withal- incorporated/ by a 
common hegament of Relizron ? I demand 
then (ſaith the Doctor) where' can we 
ſuppole any4ignorance, or cutting off this 
Geaeral T radition,in fo continued a Succeſinn 
aShere was? The 
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The latter Inſtance offer'd to diſprove 
the Jndefettibility of Tradition by, is 
abont the Proceioz of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which the Latin Church ( ſaith the Ob- 
jection) affirms, is from the Father, and 
the Sor, and a meceſſary Article of Faith ; 
the Greek Church holding, That he pro- 
ceeds only from the Father, and not from 
the Soz, diſowning any ſuch Do#t#rine to 
have been deliver'd to them by the prece- 
dent Age, or to any other Age of their 
Church, as the Do#rineof Chriff; and yet 
no queſtion can be made, but that if the 
Proceſſion of the Holy Spirit from the Fa- 
ther and the Sor, be an Article of Faith, 
it was taught in: the Greek, as well as in 
the Latin Church; and therefore the Nox- 
belief' of 1t 1n the Greek Church, is an evi- 
dent Argument of the aitual failure of Tra- 
dition in this Point, and of the poſſibility 
of it's failings 1n ozhers allo, | 

To this, I return, That ſeeing the Do- 
trine of the Bleſſed Trinity, and more 
eſpecially of the Holy Ghoſt was purpole- 
ly handled in the Second General Council 
held at Conſtantinople, which was princt 
pally calPd tor confuting and condemaing 
| I 4 the 
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the Macedonians, who deny'd the Divi- 
nity of the Holy Ghoſt, and that never- 
theleſs, no mention is made in the Creed 
there, ſet forth of his proceſſion, ſave from 
the Father, tx T8 Ilatpos exTopevopÞuor : 
and that alſo the ſame Creed was not only 
'receiv'd but continued likewiſe a long 
time after in the Latin Church,without the 
addition of 4 7s Tis,it feems ſtrongly pro- 
bable ( at leaſt) that the proce/ior of the 
Holy Ghoft from the Sox, was not thought 
by the Conftantinopolitan Fathers to bean 
Article of Catholick Faith, ſeeing it was 
ſo obvious, ſo eafie, and one would think 
{o opportune alſo, after & 18 Perpos to 
have added 4 78 Tis, if they had indeed 
believd it to: be an Article: of Faith, The 
excuſe that ſome make why they did it 
not, which is, that there was none as yet 
who denyed the pracyſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt from the Sox, ſeems trivial, ſince it 
was the very Divinity of the Holy Spirit 
that Macedonias oppos'd, which aloze 
therefore, if the excuſe were good;ſhould 
have been aſſerted by the Conxcil, and the 
contrary opinion thereto: only condemned. 
But whatever was the caule or the ow 
| + 10N 
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fion-why 5 73 T7 was omitted, ( which 
 T wave) this 1s certain that the DoG#rine 
of the Holy Ghoſts proceſſion from the Soy, 
is either an Article of Catholick Faith, or 
it isnot; if-it benot, Tradition is no way = 
concern'd, let the Greeks and Latins too 
hold whether way they pleaſe about it, 
If it be an Article of Faith, and that the 
Greek and Latin Churches agree in the ſub- 
ftance and ſence of it, and differ only in 
the manner of the- expreſſion, there has 
been no failure of Tradition in the Greek 
Charch concerning the proceſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Foraſmuch then as it re- 
mains 'only to be known, whether the 
Greeks and Latins agree in Sexce, though 
they differ in words, or the Greeks liz Ty 
Vis, per filium, be the ſame in effe& with 
the Latin. &x Ts Tis, 4 Filto, let's ſee 
what the Roman Doors ( who we may 
be ſure will be no' more favourable to the 
Greeks than's fitting) ſay to't. _Peter 
Lombard, writing of the Proceſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt from the Father and: the Sos, 
ſaith ; Sciendum eſt quod Grzci confitentur 
Spiritum Sanitum eſſe Filii ſicut & Patris, 
quia & Apoſtolus dicit Spiritum ay '- 
| Pers. 
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 Peritas in Evangelio | Spiritum Veritatis. 
Sed cum non ſit alind Spiritum Santtum eſſe 
Putris vel Filii, quam eſſe a Patre & Filio, 
etians in hoc in eandem nobiſcum Fidei ſenten- 
tam convenire videntur, ' licet in verbis diſ- 
entiant.'  Unde etiam quidam eorum Ca- 
tholici Doores intelligentes unam eandem- 
gue fore ſententiam predittorum verborum, 
guibus divitir Spiritus Sanitns procedere 4 
Frlio & eſſe 'Filii,  profeſſi ſunt Spiritum 
Santtum etiam proceaere a Filio,” Lib. x, 
ſentent. diſtin. 11.D.\E. Where the fame 
Author goes on, to ſhew, That ſeveral 
eminent Greek Fathers, Athanaſires, Diady- 
mus, Cyrillts, and Chryſoftom accord even 
in expreſſions allo about* the Proceſſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt. © Aquinas propounding 
the Queſtion, Utrim Spiritns Santtus pro- 
cedat a Patre per Filium, concludes affer- 
»atively, 'and anſwers ObjedFioxs made to 
the contrary, as1s to beſcen +4 "omg 
Queſt.36. Artic. 3. Yea, and Mr.White, 
however in the Apologie for Tradition, he 
calls the Greets SStrighs, [concerning the 


Holy Ghoſts Proceſſon,” (as is truly ſaid 
of him Ya meer negative Tradition, or a 
Dealt thatthey. haveany ſuch Tradition, 
Ar | that 
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that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Fa- 


ther and the Son ; yet, explicating; elſe. 
where, the ſacred myſtery of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, averrs it to be a more ſignificant 
Speech to ſay, that the Holy Ghoſt pro- 
ceeds from the Father by the Son, than 
from the Father and the Son, which in il- 
luſtrating the Do#rine of the Trinity by 
Cognitum,Cognitio & Amor,he thus ſhews'; 
Patet vim motivam que eft in Bono cognito, 
eſſe trotam in ratione Boni, ration# verd 
cognitionts B01 eſſe, niſs conjunitionenm 
hujus wvirtutis ad movendum ; quare alio 
modo dicitur tertia Perſona Procedere 2 Pa- 


tre, & alio-modoa Filio ; & quaſi dirett & 


principaliter a Patre, 4 Filio, non ziſt 


concomitanter ſeu tanquam a modo Canſe. 
Unade non mirum, fi Chriſtus Dominus, & 


aliqui Patres diſerte dicant eum procedere 4 


Patre, fine mentione Filit ; unde intelligh- 


Far, quod ſit mags expreſſiva locutio dicere, 


quod procedit & Patre per Filium, quam quod 
procedit a Patre & Filio. Cum evim per 
quaſi viam, & medium denotet, impeſihile 
eſt | procedere per Filium, & non 4 Filio, 


«quia omnis pars vie reſpetiu termini, habet 


rationem termini a quo & printipii, unde ly 
| | per 
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per explicat & eſſe a, & 4 non primo prin- 
cipio. 


— 


SECT. XI. 


What rational aſſurance we have, That Scri- 
pture is not corrupted in neceſſaries to ſal- 
vation, The way to' know what things 
have been ever Orally taught. Two Rea- 
ſons given, why Tradition, though it be 
of an indefettible nature, ſhould not be 
the Rule of Faith. Whether a funda- 
mental Error, can ever obtain a ſetled 
quiet poſſeſſion in the viſible Church ? 41 
offer from Reaſon, for the impoſſibility of 
the thing, Errors not fundamental may 
overſpread the Church, and why, Several 
znſtances of ſuch Errors in the Roman 


Church. 


H E praitical delivery of Chriſts Do- 
. £ -fFrinenever (as has beenſcen) fark. . 


ing; it may by carefully ſearching the 
= Seri- 
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Scripture, be known, what things contain'd 
init are of zeceſſity to be gexeralybelievd. 
and pradtis'd ( becauſe no moreis ſo, but 
what has been always believ'd, and pra- 
His'd by Chriſtians) provided afſurance 
may be had, what has been ever praically 
deliver'd ; and that Scripture 1s not cor- 
rupted in ſuch places of ir, as contain the 
Neceſſaries to ſalvation, or Articles of Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Faith. 

For the ater, . ( which Ple firſt infiſt 
on) That Scripture 1s not corrupted in 
neceſſary Points, I ſhall briefly ſay but this ; 
Since the a#ings of Gods Providence are 
not known to us but as they are ſeen in 
ſecond Cauſes, the moſt rational account 
we have, That Scripture is come ſafe to 
our hands, without Corruption iz all things 
4 neceſſity to be generally cliev'd, and pra- 

if4, 'is/from hence ; that Scripture be- 
ing conſtantly read . by multitudes of 
Knowing Chriſtians, could not poſſibl 
be corrupted in Texts containing ſuc 
things 'as were perpetually :aught, repeat- 
ed, and prai##d in the Church ('of which 
ſort the Neceſſaries to Satvationare) with- 
out. beirig taken notice oi, and if. occaſion 
requir'd, redified. Se As 
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. As for ſatisfaction 1n the other difficul- 
ty, vis. What things have been ever Orally 
zaught, this in general, from what has 
been ſaid, appears certain, that 0 Poznt 
of Chriſt*s Dottrine {hall ever-fail, And 
although 1n this or that Place, 'the-conti- 
nuance of Chriſtian Faith be not zeceſſary, 
yet; where ever there has been a vilible 
great Soczety of Chriſtians, wherein it 
was once firm!yſetled, and which has had 
a conſtant ſucceſſion of Paſtors continued 
in it,. zothing held by that Soctety to be 
an Article of Faith, could 7ozally ceaſe to 
be 1o eſteent'd, ' unleſs ſo vaſt a: Body ( in 
which there would be in every Age a 

conſiderable number of w:/eand p:ozs men) 
could either be an#ver/ally impos'd: on by 
fraud, or forc'd by: violence; or that al 
it's Members would carelefly. negle&t, or 
wilfully forſake, what they beliewd to be 
a neceffary Means to fave themſelves, and 
their Poſterity from exalefi Torment, and 
to britg them to everlaſting Foy. Uni- 
verſally then fuch'a Body could neither de- 
| ſerty not-loſe it's Faith, in any receſſary 

Point. ' And incaſe any anlarddla mem- 


ber, :or part thereof, ſhould eyer'do it, 
+would 
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*:would be known, and preſently oppos'd 
by the ſound Part adhering to the Trath, 
as conſtant Experiexce has made evident 
in the timely reſiſting of af Hereſies. This; 


if granted to be true, plain reaſon will 


enforce our aſſent, that the. Latin, or 
Weſtern Church, being ſuch a Society,1:as 
15 before mention'd,. didat the beginning 
of the Reformation, and ftill does hold 
and maintain all the Articles of Catholith 
and Apoſtolick Faith prattically tranſmits 
ted to her. 1155 

Objedtion ; If 'the Latin, or. Weſtern 
Church, when the Reformation begun; 
did really hold al the Articles of Catholick 
and Apoſtolick . Faith, by virtue of Oral 
Tradition communicating the ſame unto 
it ; what good cauſe can be ſhewn, why 
Tradition ſhould not be-the Rule of Faithz 
even without having the Do&r:zes it des 
livers confirm'd: by. parallel Texts of Holy 
Writ ? b! ' 19417 
Anſw. Since the. Rule of Faith muſt 
doubtleſs be that, 4nto which it is ulttz 
mately ' reſolv*d,-as the be/# and higheſt 
means of aſcertaining Chriſts \Dottrine, to 
Mankind ; and that the /aze muſt contain 

Bas in 
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in it no Error ; this Inference ( Ithink) 
will be clear ; that in'caſe Oral Tradition, 
or the Living woice of the Church, either 
be not the beſt and higheſt means whereby 
to aſcertain Chriſts Dofrine to Mankind; 
or that it may deliver, or teach an Error 
under the notion of an Article of Faith, 
it cannot be in juſtice efteem'd the Rule 
of Faith. And that Oral Tradition, or 
the Living woice of the Church, is. not the 
beſt. and higheſt means whereby to aſcer- 
tain Chriſts Dofrinze to mankind, the fol- 
lowing Paragraph (I think ) will make 


Where two Teſtimonies both averr and 
- atteſt the ſame thing ; if the oze be of Dr- 
vine, the other but of Humane Authority ; 
the Te/t:0ny that is Divize ought of Right 
to have the preemirence,and the relyance tor 
the verity of what is witneſſed by them, 
is to be altimately calt upon it. Seeing 
then the Teſtimony of Scripture is Divine, 
as/being, 'ex copfeſſo, the Word of God; 
and Tradition but 'an Humane Witneſ,, 
foraſmuch- as it- is ſaid to be the Delivery 
of Chriſts Dofrine in the various expret- 
fions of Paftors, Parents. Tutors, Mm 
$3 | O 
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of Families, and' Nurſes, *tis moſt reaſo- 
nable, that Faith ſhould be fizall reſolved 
into Scripture, '( and not into Tradition) - - 
as it's Rule, Yea and albeit Tradtion 
may peradventure in /oxze things be 
thought more plain than Scrpture ; (as 
for example, ſuppole in the Point of 
Chriſts Divinity, theſe words of the Nz- 
cexe Creed; Deum de Deo, Lumen de Ly- 
mine, Deum wverum de Deo vero; genitum 
zon fattum, conſubſtaatialem Patri per 
quem omnia fatta ſunt ;) yet that Scripture 
{ſhould be ſtill efteent'd the Text, and Tra- 
dition but the beſt, and moſt certain Com- 
| ment upon it, I gather from hence, That 
it cannot well be otherwiſe thought, but 
; that even the Dz/ciples of the Apo#les after 
; the Books of the New Teſtament were pub- 
p. 
| 


liſh'd and receiv'd among Chriſtians,would 

themſelves confirm to their Auaztors, what 
> | they told them | they had been Orzly 
's | taught by the 4poZles, out of the Wrir- 
: Þ ten Word; becauſe the very Sayings of 
, Chriſt himſelf, and his divinely inſpir'd 
Y ÞF Apoſtles, would in common prudence be 
L thought to be of greater wezzht and antho- 
rity with them, than their oz, although 
K believ'd 
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believ'd to: be eſteem'd by the people, as 
true and certain, as any whatſoever not 
of more than Humane Authority. 

Having found then ( I ſuppoſe) one 
reaſon, why Traditio» ought not to be 
held the Rule of Faith; T'le make tryal 
| if in another ſenſe alſo, it be not incapa- 
ble of being juſtly ſo reputed ; for if the 
preſent Church of any one Age, can teach 
us an Article of Faith what 1s not ſo, but 
indeed an Error ; then is not Trad:tiox the 
Rule of Faith, Now to find out, whe- 
ther the Church, in any one Age, can do 
| o, or not, this will bea ſure way ; to try, 
if diſcovery can be made; That any Error 
has been ever taught by the Cathelick 
Church, or by any known, and acknow- 
ledg'd Part of it, as an Article of Faith ; 
for if that can be done, the poſſibzlity of 
the thing, is put out of doubt thereby. 

To make a clear diſcourſe on this ſub- 
jeQ, *twill be expedient to conſider, That 
there be two forts of Errors in Matters of 
Religion; Fundamental, and not-Funda- 
mental, By Fundamental, I mean, ſuch 
as either 7mediately and directly, or, at 
leaſt, by zeceſſary and apparent Conle- 

. quence, 
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quence, contradict ſome Articles of Catho- 


litk Faith ; by not-Fundamental;” I mean; 
ſuch as evidently do neither. This Diſtin- 


 #40z premis'd, and allow'd of ; ſince *tis ' 


clear ( as I take it ) by what has been faid 


of the Motives and Means of perpetuating 


Chrifts Doitrine in the World, that no 
Article of Catholick' Faith can ever periſh 
of ceaſe to be believ'd; 'twill follow, that 
no 'Fanrdamental' Error can atany time get 
a ſetled and quiet poſſeſſion in ws Church, 
but ſhall always; after it is taken notice 
of, firid oppoſition by Orthodox: Chriſtians, 
becauſe they cannot chuſe but fee, that 
the embracing of it would neceflarily de- 
ſtroy the contrary Divine Truthfirmly held 


\ (by ſo many, at leaſt, as rightly conſider - 


the matter) to be zeceſſary to Salvation. 
Of the afſured certainty of this, we have 
a famous I»ftance in the Arian Hereſie, 
which though eagerly promoted by the 
Wit and Induftry of moſt cunning and reſt- 
tf Hereticks, and ſtifly back?d and coun- 
tenanc'd by the A»thoriry of ſeveral great 
Prelats, aſſiſted with the »#zhrand power 
of Temporal Potentates and Princes ; yet 
was {till oppo?d; and” when fraudulent 

| | K 2 and 
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and v2olent..: means had tir'd - and ſpent 
themſelyes,. the oppoſite truth prevaiPd, 
and ſhew'd'it ſelf more glorious than be- 
fore. But as:for Errors not-Fundamental, 
or whole oppoſition toiany: Article of Faith 
ts, not ſeen, becauſe too: remotely contra- 
dictory thereto to be eaſily diſcern'd; if 
ſach once came to be receiv'd as piozs Opi- 
#ions, and promoted by. the Schoolmen, 
I do not; underſtand,. why they may not 
in long continuance of time, be advanc'd 
to the repute: of beingeſteem'd Articles of 
Faith. For proof of the truth of 'which, 
Te. produce; ſome few, Inſtances in;. the 
Do#rine of the Church of Rome. _.. 
The fir/# ſhall bethis, That the Council 
of Trent has defin d Sef,,7.Can,g. That 
there is a Charadter, or certain ſpiritual ſign, 
or mark imprinted in the ſouls of all that are 
Baptiz' d,Confirm'd,and Ordain'd, which yet 
I find diſprov'd by an-eminently Learn; 
ed Gentleman of the Remiſh Church, (if 
I underſtand the Conrnril and Him aright ) 
1 his 1#ſtitat. Sacr, Tom. 2. Lec#.g.pag. 32, 
as was ſhewn- before-1n Se. 4. of this 
. Treatiſe, and ſo ſuperfluous to be here 
again letdown. . SE So» 7 
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A ſecond Inſtance, is the Belief of free- 
ing: fouls from Purgatory, and bringing 
| \ chem thence to Heaven before the day of 
Judgment, which Opinion, the laſt men- 
tioned Author, Thomas Albins in his Book, 
De medio animarum ſtats, has prov'd to be 
erroneors. Tis true indeed, he ſays, That 
it is'no 4rtzcle of the Roman Faith; and TI 
find the Trent Conncil, in diſertis verbis; 
ro affirm only this, Purgator tum eſſe, ant- 
miſque- bi detentas fidelium ſuffragits, po- 
tiſſmum vero acceptabili Altaris* Sacrificis 
juvari, Decret, dt Purgatorio, Seff, 25. But 
| the Popes granting Iadulzerces,. and Pre 
viledg*d Altars, Priefts faying of Maſſes,and 
the Peoples praying,and giving lms tor the 
delivery 'of ſouls out of Purgatory, ſhould 
| better:(an indifferent perſon *would be 
- rs greed, expound and declare, the 
Churches ſenſe, ( of intention of Paſtors, 
Parents, Tutors, Maſters of Families; and 
Nurſes) of the word juvari, than any pri- 
vate) Dotfor whatfoever. Yea, and it 
Mafter Whites Adverſaries in this Point 
ſhould urge, That there is a plain pratti- 
cal Tradition for the truth of the delivery 
of forts: from 'Puraatory before the day of 
'- | K 3 oo 
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Tudement,. by the help of Indulgences, Maſ- 
; wm wigs Sue it Srould hee 
ſome difficulty in it todiſprove them. For / 
that.the Members of the Roman ©hurch, do 
not only generally uſe thoſe things to 
that end and purpoſe, but wereallſo taught 
by the preceedizg Age to. do fo, will not 
(I preſume) be deny'd ; ſo: that unleſs 
they were told by the Recommezraders of the 
Prattice, that it was the Produtt of - 9m 
Opinion - only grounded on probability, 
(which I. cannot conjecture any likeli- 
hood of being done by Paſtors, Parents, 
Guardians, Maſters of Families, and Nur- * 
ſes,, who moſt commonly, rather preſs 
the zeceſ/ity of what they teach,thanother- 
_ wiſe) I apprehend not how they ſhould 
imbrace-4t; - ſave on the [ame Terms: they 
did other prat#zcal things of their Re/iz7- 
on which they judg'd to be of Catholick uſe 

and zeceſity.. % "Wh | 
A third Inſtance, ſhall be the DotFr:e 
of Tranſubſtantiation which if it neceſla- 
rily imply a-Contradiction, is doubtleſs an 
Error; and to prove it doth, I will, of 
many Arguments that might be urg'd, 
make uſe only of two, when I have or” {t 
ct 
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ſet down three things, which by the. Tra- 
ditioniſts, I am ſure, by ſome. of them; 
will be granted to be. a/of them 2eruths. 
The fr/# is, That Tranſubſtantiation, is 4 


. converſion of the Bread into the Body, and 


the Wine into the Bloud of Chriſt. The 
ſecond is, That a Body hath extexfion, or. 
partes extra partes. The third thing is this, 
That How many Hoſts, or conſecrated Ele-. 
ments ſoever there be, Chriſts Body is never- 
thelefi but one. Theſe three Propoſitions 
preſuppos'd as true; 'I argue, That the 
Doftrine of Tranſubſtantiation implies a 
Contraa;tion, in'manner following. 

W hoſoever teacheth, That one and 
the ſame Body, may be equally extended, 
and not equally extended, at one and the 
ſame time, teacheth in effec, a Contra- 
diction to be true. 

But whoſoever teacheth the Dottrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation; teacheth that one 
and the ſame Body may be equally ex- 
tended, and not equally extended at one 
and the ſame time: Ergo, | 

W hoſoever teacheth the Doctrine of = 
Tranſubſtantiation, teacheth in effeX, a 
Contradiction to þe true. 

| K 4 © The 
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The'reaſon of the Major is this ;:Cor- 
pris & quoquoverſu extenſum, veb quod ha: 
bet 'partes extra partes, 1ignihe. the! ſame 
thing,” and ro be equally extended, and 
not equally extended, is one with-this,-.ta 
beextended to one and the ſame degree, 
and.not-beextended to one and the'\{ame 
degree, 'which to befal one and the-lame 


_ thing, atone and the:fame time; us aer- 


rainly contraziffory ; fince (in regard -a 
Body and a Thing every way extended difter 
not ) *tis'in effect to be one and the ſame 
thing and not one and the fame thing at 
once, or the ſame thing not to be the ſame 
thing with it ſelf. y 

The evidence for the truth of the 1{/»0r 
is no leſs than for that of the Major; 'for 
fince according to the Doftrine of Trax- 
ſubſtantiation, Chriſts Body 1s every where 
oze and the ſame Body, and the conſecra- 
ted Elements are many, ( either Subſtan- 
ces'or. Accidents) twill follow, Thatas 
often as the Elementsare at the ſame time 
of different ſizes or bigneſs, the Boxy of 
Chriſt, which is neither »zore, nor kf EX- 
tended on the Altar than the Elements, 
muſt be of an unequal bigneſs at the ſame 
4H La. time 3 
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time ; or 'beequally, and »ot-equalty, ofjuſt 
to ſuchaFegree, and not juſt to ſuch-a::de- 
gree of bigneſs extended in 0zemoment of 
time ;- For example, The Body of Chriſt 
under 'the Elemerts:extended in one/place 


"#' to two degrees, and the ſame Body under 


"the Elements extended inanother- place to 
three degrees, would be at the fame time 
extended juſt to #wo degrees, and zot: juſt 
totwo degrees ; and likewile juft ro three - 
degrees, and zo juſt to. three degrees; 
which to fuppoſe a truth (ſeeing a Body; 
anda Thing every way extended is the ſame) 
were to put a thing to be not the ſame 

| thing whichit 15. | 2} 

Another Argument is offer d againſt 

Tranſubſtantiation thus ; fi 

To affirm Chriſfs Body to be greater 
and leſs than it ſelf at the: ſame time, is; 
in effeR; to- affirm a ContradiQtion true : 
But toaffirm Chrifts Body tobe in'two 
ot more diſtinCt places at once, - ( as thoſe 
who will defend Tranſubtantiation muſt 
do)) is to affirm it to be greater and leſs 
than it {elfat the ſame time : Ergo, 
To affirm Chriſt Body to bein two, or 
more diſtinct places at once, 1s, in effect;to 
afirma Contradiction true. The 
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The truth of the: Major, 41s clear : from 
hence; -Thar it is the ſame fora Body ( or 
athing extended) to be-greater-and leſs 
than.it ſelfatthe ſame time, as to be, and 
not tobe the ſame with it ſelf ;: which is 
impoſſible. þ 

-: And the Mzzor 1s equally certain, for 
fince two diſtinCt places are of larger ex- 
tent than one,and that /ocxs and /ocatum are 
commenſurate; if one. body fill diſtintly 
and apart one place, and yet, at the ſame 
time, fill another alſo, it will, of neceſſi- 
ty, be greater and leſs than it ſelf, whilſt 
filling only one place, it will be leſs than 
it ſelf filling two; and filling two, it 
will: be greater than it ſelf filling only 
one. 

Some RomariftsI know will make light 
of all this I have ſaid againſt Tranſubſan 
tiation, and think to confute it by flatly 
denying, that a Body and Thing extended 
is all one; but of ſuch I would fain learn, 
what a Boay then is, or how a corporeal 


ſubſtance, as ſuch, is diſtinguiſh'd from 


an incorporeal, a material from an imma- 
terial, otherways than by exterſion,” or 


having partes extra partes, by which it is 
x CcOn- 
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of ſubſtance, (as Aquinas and others ſay 
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contiguous to the ſeveral diſtinCt ſides of 
the ambient Body or Bodies that encom- 
paſs it ; whereas an rcorporeal Or imma- 


terial. ſubſtance having no ſuch parts, is 


of neceflity all together whereſoever it is. 
If it were faid, that a material ſubſtance is 
not of neceſſity a&tually extended, yet' z2- 
turally capable of being ſo, which an 'im- 
material 1s not; I deſire to be reſolv'd, 
whether by nature, and creation, there 
be or ever was, any material ſubſtapce' in 
the world without exzexſion; if they yield 
(as I aſſure my ſelf they will ) there nei- 
ther is,nor ever was; I ſhall take their con- 
ceſſion for a grant, that it 15a natural ard 
innate property of matter to have extex- 
fiox ; and conſequently from thence inferr , 
that if Chriſts Body, in the Excharift be un- 
extended, *tis either an 2mmaterial ſub- 
ſtance, that is, a Spirit and no Body; or 
elſe a new kind of Beg, which is neither - 
material nor immaterial; ſince by Creation, 


all ſubſtances were either the one or the 


other, had quantitative parts, or had xox. 
> WS were made that Chriſts Body is mi- 
raculouſly preſent 1n the Euchariſt by way 


it 
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it is) not including materia nor immate- 
terial, but abſtraiting from both ; 1 would 
rejoyn, and ſay, "That the exiſtente of ſ#ch 
a Being is (to my apprehenſion) 7mpofe- 
ble:; for. x7 in Metaphyſicks, Philo- 


ſophers ſpeak abſtrattedlyfirit ofa fubſtance, 
and afterwards difference it by corporeal 
and 7zcorporeal ; 'yet ſuch diſcourſe doth 
not at all intend 'or ſuppoſe, that there ei- 
ther is,” or can be, a ſubſtance really ex- 
iftizg,: which-is neither of the two; no 
moore than from ſaying animal of rationale, 
wel: irrationale,” it can be prefum'd, that 
an azzzval doth or may poſiibly exiſt and 
be neither 7-2az nor brute. The deſign of 
1nventing ſuch general words as /ub/tax- 
tia, animal, homo, was not to make ſizns 
of any rez/ or. poffible Being to be ſignified 
by them, but to contratt and” abbreviate 


mens: diſcourſe for the more ready under- 


ſtanding of one another ; as for Inftance, 
when we would {ignifie in ſhort, that Pe- 
ter,, James, John, and every other indivi- 
dual perion in the world is of 'the' ſame za- 
ture,. tO wit, acreature compounded of ſouf 
and body endued with ſenſe and reaſon, a 
words frand to compreherd and: import 

all 
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all that, which'is, Home, Mar; and-then: 
weaffirm of Peter, of James, of Joby, &c.: 
that he is a Maz inſtead. of laying he isa 
Creature;compounded of Soul, and Body, en- 
dued with Senſe and Reaſon., When again 
it is obſerv'd wherein'\ Peter, James, Tohnz 
&c. agree with every ſingular Brutez a 
word is devis'd to denote that agreement, 
to wit, arial, And fince it-1s found 
that not only all theſe; , but that alloevery 
corporeal and ſpiritual Thing. whatſoever 


accords together in this, ' that; they havea 


Being ſubſiſting of it ſelf,. a. word is us'd 
to ſhew that, which is /ub/tartia a. [ub-, 
ftance; to avoid therefore the trouble of 
ſaying, Peter,Fames, John, &c. this horſe, 


bird, fiſh, &c. 1s a Thing that has a Being of. 


it ſelf, we contract it, into; this, Perer, 
James, &Cc. this borſe, bird, ib 15-2 {ub- 
ſtance; ſince then we lee, that a Subſtancg 
abſtraiteadly taken, 1s not only v0za,. but, 
even 7capable of all kind of .exiſterce; ta 
| tay, Chriſts Body..is prefent in the bleſſed 
Sacrament after the manner of a Subſtance, 
is t0 the ſameeffeR, as to ſay, Thar it is 
nefther corporeally, nor incarporealy there 
preſent, thats, in verity not atall, Bug 
* Up- 
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fippoſe we that Chriſts Body were preſent 
ay hr ar et nt oor no 
other ſubſtance for the Accidents of Bread 
and Wine to /»bſiſt in ; the Accidents, in 
fuch a caſe, mult either ſubſiſt in Chrifts 
Body, and ſo extenſion be ina Subjedt un- 
extended, which 1s plainly toztradidory ; 
or" elſe, they muſt ſubſiſt- of themſelves 
without a Sbje#, which is equally 7m: 
poffible ; for if we duly reflect, we ſhall 
find; That an Accident is not any Thing 
really differing - from it's Subjec?F, but a 
»eer Mode only, or manner of 'it*'s Being, 
or an appearance of the SubjetF, under 
forme particular conſideration, as will (1 
think ) by the following Inſtance evident- 
ly be: ſeen; Take a piece of Paſte, and 
mold it into ſeveral forms one after ano- 
ther, making it now /ozg, then round, at- 
terward /qzare, and *twill be no thizg all 
the while, but the very ſame Paſte ſtill, 
under Various appearances, which for 4:- 
ftinition ſake, we give different appellats- 
675 tO; ſo that to ſuppoſe length, round- 


eff, ſquarenefs, ' ( or long, round, ſquare, 


rake whether we pleaſe) really to exf, 
without ſome Thing which we denomi- 
Ger | —_—_—_ 


nate log, round, ſquare, is to ſuppoſe 
the meer mode of a Thing, not to be the 
meer mode of a Thing, but a Thing of it 
ſelf, which is utterly impoffible. Many 
ſtrange zxcredible things beſide would 
follow, upon the ſuppoſal of the 4ccidenrs 
ſubſiſting without a Subje#, as that they 
are apt todo and ſuffer all things, which 
the Bread and Wine before their Tranſub- 
ſtantiation were liable unto; as to nouriſh 
the Body,tobe broken,to be fpilt,to be cor- 
rupted, 'to be turn'd intoaſhes, ſmoke,+c. 
which ſeem to involve in them a 'cortra- 
diction alſo, in that a meer accident, which 
is zothing of it felt ſhould do and ſuffe 
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ſomething of its ſelf. nn 
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SECT: XII 


That the Holy Spritnre, or Writes jw ord 

. of God, 1s the Rule of Chriftian Faith, 
: That Tradition is the beſt, and ſafe#t way 

41d means, whereby to attain to the certain 
' \knowledge thereof. That the: Multitude, 
- or meake#t ſort of Chriftians are. not able 
of themſelves, -mithout the help of others, 
;#e-reſolve-Fairh aright, or be rationally 
| ior! wo what rin Doif rae of « Salvarios ; 7s. 


TID 
& oe L535 « ot we 


0 W at length having maſter'd all 


nothing of moment to obſtruQ or hinder 
me, why I may not from the premis'd 
Diſcourſe ſecurely inferr, That the S- 
cred Scripture, nY Ce. Such places of it as 
contain the neceſſarid credenda, and agenda 


of Chriſts ſe )-1s the Rule of Chriitian 
Faith; yet ſo, as that without the help of 


Tradition, it cannot be known to be = 


Word of God ; nor when, in general, ? 
TIaC known 


——- 


the difficulties in my Way ; I ſee. 
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known ſo to be, any ſuch rational aſſu- 
rance can be had, That the Texts con- 

taining the Neceſſaries to Salvation, re- 
main #xcorrupt, as from Tradition; nor 
laſtly, that thoſe Neceſſaries to Salvation, 
can be manifeſted what they are, fave as 
Tradition guides unto, and gives notice of 
them. All which; if I have been right 
in the- proof of, in SeF. 7,9, ro, 11. he 
that goes about' to feek for the: Rule of 

Faith and makes not Tradition his chief 
and be#t aſſiſtant, ſhall never haveany ra- 

- tional ground of certainty, that he has 
met with it, and explicitly knows the Cox. 
tents of it, even though perchance he have 
really and indeed found it, and peradven- 
ture explicitly believes whatſoever is con- 

tain'd 1n 1t. | 

If it be ſo difficult a thing, as it ſeems 
to be, by what hath been ſaid, :to reſolve 

Faith aright, or to make ſuch uſe of Scr- 

ptare, -as to be certainly inform'd by it of 

Christs Doctrine, without danger of erring 

or being m##aken, 1t might be demanded, 

how the generality of Chriftians ſhould 
beable of themſetves todoit ? True, but | 
ſuch demand, as it'would be reaſonable 
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and pertinent, if the Multitude were ob- 
lig'd to learn the Chriftian Religion of 
themſelves, immediately from Scripture ; 
ſo onthe contrary, if they have no obl:- 
gation to do it, 'tis neither the one, nor 
the other. And that no ſuch obligation 
lies upon them, the «zpradticablenefs ( to 
ſay no worſe) of the thing, manifeſted 
in the Szxth Seton of this T reatiſe, ſuth- 
ciently teſtifies. V/e muſt then, would 
ſame 1ay, piz (it ſeems) our Faith on 
others ſleeves, To wave that catachreſti- 
cal efteminate-ſpeech, let's put the Que- 
#102 more manlike and fairly thus, W he- 
ther the gexerality of the People mutt not 


. of neceflity rely on others Learning and Fi 


aclity,in coming to the knowledge of Chris 
Doitrine; And'my Anſwer then is, That 
there is no poſſible way of avoiding it 
without a continued Mzracle of inmea;- 
ate Revelation, but that, moſt certainly 
they mult, and *twas and ever will be fo. 
For fr#, if we look back towards the 
beginning of the Goſpel, we ſhall find that 
the New Teftamext was writ by the A4po- 
les ard Evangetifts in Greek, which 
Tonzue, though granted to have been my 

moſt 
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moſt generally known of any oze, then 
in the EaFerz parts ; yet, thatevery third 
Chriitian underſtood that Langnaze, is 
not at all to be thoughr on. Secoxaly, Nor 
was the Scripture preſently Tranſlated into 
every Tongre, where there were thoſe 
who imbrac'd Chri#ianity. Thirdly, Nei- 
ther could poor Mechanicks, Labourers, 
Servants, and Slaves procure it, when 
Tranſlated, before the ready way of Print- 
ing was Invented ; becauſe, *twas not 


formerly a litrle money that would buy 


both, or even one of the Tefamerts. 
Fourthly, Neither yet, if all Chritians 
had had wherewith to buy, would there 
have been, till the 4rt of Priztize was 
found, Books enough tor half, or a quarter 
of them. Fifthly, Suppoſe we now, that 
by means of the Pre F1 every one has, or 
might have, a Bzb/e in their native Tongue ; 
How is it poſſible, that the v«/gar ſhould 
know of themſelves that it is the Word of 
God? that it has been kept free from cor- 
ruption in things of xeceſſary Belief and 
Praitice? that it is faithfully Tranſlated 
out of the Origizals? that conſidering 
what variety of Dorizes are init, and in 
| L 2 how 
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how many places diſpers'd, they ſhould 
be able, and at leiſure, to cull out of ita 
Summary of Fundamentals, ( in caſe the 
thing it ſelf were attainable without other 
helps belide Scripture) ſeeing millions of 
them are nece{ſirated to ſpend their whole 
time almoſt, to get a poor Livelihood for 
themſelves and Families ? that they ſhould 
beable-to compare places of Scripture ſo 
ebectually, as rightly tocompoſe ſeeming 
' Contradiitions in Points of Faith, thereby, 
when not without difficulty they are got 
to underftand, but ordinarily well, even 
plain and common,things? Who 1o ſhall 
ſeriouſly reflett on theſe matters, will 
doubtleſs think ir ſtrangely unbecoming 
Mans molt gracious Maker, and Redeemer, 
to require at the hands of the poor ig0- 
rant people 'to pick out their Religion of 
themſelves from Holy Scripture, or to de- 
nd upon their own wea# performances, 
Fr fin ing out the true ſexce and 7nter- 
pretation 'of it. For '(over 'and above 
what has been already ſhewn for- the un- 
reaſonableneſs of the thing ) after this be 
firſt well weijgltd, in the balance of-found 
Reafon, that the multitude muſt of neceſſi- 
| L2 ty 
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ty truſt others, for the r7ath of the Tran- 
ſtation of Scripture, let an irrefragable Rea- 
ſon be given by any that can, why they 
ſhould not as well, and might as ſafely 

give credit to thoſe for the ſexe of it, 
who are in prudezce to be entruſted by rea- 
ſon of their Kzowledge and Hoxeſty foe re- 
commending to them , the ſizcerity of the 
Verſion, ſince tis to be preſum'd they un- 

derſtand it to hea true tranſlation no fur- 
ther, than they know the /exce of the 
words tranſlated, Notwithſtanding the 
plain verity of what has here been ſaid, 

*is not unknown how frequently and ve- 
hemently ſome popular men ule to cry 
out to the people from the Pu/prr, Be- 
lieve not s, believe the Scripture, as if 
the meaneſt of their Auditors were thought 
by them to be the proper Judges of the 
Scripture ſence, amongit the re{t. But 
though their words ſeem to import as 
much, if we look to the bottom of the 
buſineſs, we ſhall diſcover, That even 
theſe Preachers muſt acknowledge, they 
intend otherwiſe; or elſe confeſs their 

delign in doing itis unlawful. For when 

they ſay, Believe not #s, believe the Scr;- 
=_ ptare ;, 
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ptare ; they either intend the Texts they 
y=_ fora Proof'of what they teach, or 
they do not. If they intend them for a 
Proof, their meaning muſt be this ; be- 
lieve #s, yet not for our owz ſakes, but 
for the Scriptures ; that 15,. believe #5, be- 
cauſe we teach the very ſame Dottrine 
which the Scripture doth ; or believe the 
Scripture to the ſame intent and purpoſe, 
or 1n the /axze {enſe wealledge it, for to 
believe it in any other, would not have the 
efect of a Proof with them. . But if they 
have no intention to uſe the Scriptures 
they quote to prove what they Preach, 
let them inform us to what other good in- 
tent they do it, for I cannot think of any. 
To ſeveral bad erds, *tis obvious enough 
to conceive how it may be done ; as out 
of covetouſnefs, or through the deſire of 
applauſe, or for promoting a fattop, to 
humour and gratifie the people they Preach 
unto. | But for none of theſe ends will 
they yield, I am well aſſur'd, they doit; | 


and therefore I ſee no way toavoid it, but. 


that the Quotations muſt be granted to 3 
be produc'd for Proofs, and conſequently, 
that the perſons uſing them have no real F 
apdarns armor ron tooaae og = 
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deſign by ſaying, believe not ws, believe 
the Scripture, that the 7ruth of their Do- 
#rine ſhould ſtand, or fall, accordingly as 
their Auditors judge it conſonant, or di{- 
agreeing to the places of Holy Writ which 
they'r direfted to, for examination and 
tryal of the verity of what their Teachers 
deliver, as they themſelves often (I be- 
lieve') apprehend ; but for Proof and cox- 
firmation indeed of the Do#rine taught, 
according to the intendment of the 
Preacher. | | 
Some perhaps would here be encou- 
rag*d to aſſert, that this which I have laſt 
| diCourys, concerning Holy Writ, (vis, 
that the Multitude cannot without better 
help than their own, make right uſe of 
Scripture, as 'tis the Rule of Faith ) makes 
for Oral Tradition, which inſtructs every 
one from the Prixce to the Peaſaxt in all 
the Articles of Chriſtian Faith. To ſuch 
I ſhould anſwer, That Tradition could no 
more be made uſe of as the Rule of Faith 
K.- (ſuppoling it were fo) by the People, 
S& without the aTiſtance of ſorne more $4//- 
F fal than themſelves, than Scripture can. 
” For frf, They muit truit others, that 
| EL 4 what 
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what they are inſtructed 1n by their 2»- 
mediate Teachers, isthe ſenſe of the pre- 
ſent Catholick Church, Secondly, They 
mult have it from better Arguments than 
themſelves can frame, That the Do#rine 
, of the preſezt Church is the very fame with 
the Doc7rine of the Church in all foregoing 
Azes ſince Chrift. Thirdly, They mutt 
believe others, That Tradition 1s the alone 
Rate of Faith, for the Multitude ( T may 
: fafely ſay.) is not ſoquick ſighted, as clear- 
ly to ſee, that there's no other way to come 
toa right knowledge of Chrifts Do&rine, 
but by an Oral Delivery of it. So that in 
fine, I am much aſſur'd, That the Rule 
of Faith was never intended by Gad tor 
the Mulritude to reſolve immediately of 
themſelves the Chriftian Faith into; and 
that therefore the Di/ftin&ion of Erdleſia 
docens, & diſcens is good, yea, mo y 
to be pratically pnaintain'd and upheſ 
among Chriftians; To the former of which 
(I mean the Ecrleſia docens)) conſiſting of 
Prelates and Paſtors, the Depoſitum, or 
Rule of Faith, 1s principally, ( not ſolely, 
becauſe itis lawful for any to make good 
. uſe of 1t that can ) entruſted ; for that -in 
© OSTS | Xo reaſon, 
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reaſon, the Clerey 1s juſtly preſum'd to be 
fitteſt, both for Skill and Wl, to un- 
derſtand it aright, and to employ it toit's 
due End, whilſt they can want no Helps 
poſſible to be had for gaining the rue ſexſe 
of it ; and that it 1s the Mazrz of their Emz- 
ploy, for which they are called to their 
Sacred Office , to uſe and exerciſe the ſame. 
to it's proper End ; whereas others, gene- 
rally ſpeaking,neither have the like advan- 
tages to underſtand it as it ought to be, 
nor ſo great Motives and Obligarion to 
promote the true ztendrent and deſign 
thereof. | 
_ Havenot then the People, even every. 
particular perſon of them, it might wall 
be ask'd, a Fudement of Diſcretion in the 
choice and matters of Religion ? If by - 
Fudement of Diſcretion be meant, That 
they are. to do nothing, but what they: 
themſelves approve of ; I readily yield they 
have. But in caſe they ſet themſelves to - 
oppoſe their own Judgment -to the Judg- 
ment of the Clergy 1n Matters of Faith, 
their Judgment will be found a Fudoment 
of intolerable and pernicious Inaiſcretion. 
For to make a true diſcovery of an Error 
| in 
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in Faith, the Rule of Faith muſt be well 
conſulted, and the Point in queſtion duly 
apply'd to't, to be tryd by it; ſo that if 
either the Rule it ſelf be miſtaken, or the 
Thing to be regulated by it, be not rightly 
apply'd, no Do#trine concerning Faith 
can rationally be diſcover*d, whether it be 
an Error, or a Truth, And *tis' ridicu- 
louſly abſurd, to think, that the vulgar 
fort conſiſting of Servants, Labourers, 
Mechanicks, and others, generally. bu- 
fied and ſpending their days about 7em- 
poral affairs, ſhould be more ſufficient, and 
able, to underſtand the Rule of Faith 
aright, and to apply things doubted of 
thereto, ſo as truly to determine of their 
rectitude or obliquity by it, than the grave 
and Learned Pre/ates, with the and 
Doors, and others of the more Apxcicnt 
and Reverend Divines, who have ſpent 
many of 'them 7zhirry, ſeveral of them 
forty, and ſome amongſt them fifty years, 
or more, in the ſtudy ( for the moſt part ) 
of Sacred Learning, being legally allo 
calPd to the Office of reaching and diretting 
Mankind as Chriſtian, by a Miffion luccei- 
fively deriv'd from Chri/t and his Apeftes, 
which 
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which none beſides the Clerzy, how 
Learned or P1ous ſoever, can jultly make 
claim to. Would it not then attoniſh, 
and work compaſſion in any man of ſo- 
briety, to fee the ignorant people groſly 
_ miſled to believe, They areable enough 
of themſetves to underſtand the Scriptare, 
in all things neceſſary to Salvation, when 
as *tis - prexcipally for inſtructing them 
aright in thoſe very things, and keeping 
them to rhe due obſervance of them, that 
they have ſpiritual Guides and Governours 
ſet over them by God, and his Holy Church ? 
| Which yet they are many of them poor 
ſouls, being ſtrangely infatuated with a 
conceit of their own endowments, ſo far - 
from having any regard to, that although 
they daily ſee before their eyes, That the 
wiſe and zracions God, in the Oeconomy of 
his great Family, the World, has pro- 
vided and placed ſeveral men 5ki{*d in ſe- 
veral things; ſome in Civil Government, 
ſome in Laws, ſome in Phyſick, and others 
in other Profeſſions, all for the Good of the 
Community in aſſiſting, men in thoſe things, 
' Wherein they are preſum'd not to have 
Skill enouzh to do the beſt for themſelves ; 

| yet 
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yet nevertheleſs, they will not underſtand 
and diſcern a neceflity of ſome s4/fuller 
than they themſelves be, toadvile, dire, 
and order them in thoſe grand Matters, 
which are of more Weighty and laſting 
Concern to them, then a// the things in 
the whole World beſides; but in con- 
tradition to the Analogy of Providence 
ſeen round about them, deſpiſing thoſe, 
who ought to have the overſight of their 
Belief and Manners, make themſelves their 
own Tzſtruffors and Raters in the Learn- 
ing and Management of thoſe things, 
wherein if they fizally miſcarry, they are 


ruin'd to eternity. 
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SECT. XI. 


The harm that may ariſe to the Church, 
from the belief of an Error not- Fundamen- 

| tal, to be an Article of Faith, The true 
ſtating of the difference,between the Church 
of England, and the Church of Rome. 
Whether or no the Church of England be 
juſtly accns'd of criminal Schiſm ? That the 
joynt Concurrence of Scripture, and Oral 
Tradition, ( or the prattical Delivery f 
Chriſts Dottrine) was recommended 
the Apoſtles to the Church ; the Reſt aura- 
tion of which Concurrence (tis humbly 
conceiv'd) would be a firm Foundation 
for re-uniting diſſenting Chriſtians in 
Matters of Religion ; and the Continn- 
ance of it a laſting Means for perpetuating 
Chriſtianity in its ancient native Purity: 


Have now only one Scruple more re- 

maining concerning Mztrers of Faith, 
and it ariſes from what my ſelf concluded 
before, which was, That-no Fundamental 
NT Error 
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Error could ever get « ſetled footing with- 
out diſturbance, but {hould perpetually 
meet with oppoſition from Orthodox Chri- 
ſtians, lo that all neceſſary Truths, ſhall be 
continually nouriſh'd in the Boom: of the 
viſible Church. In which if I have faid 
right, what harm, may it with great ap- 
pearance of reaſon be ask'd, can be found 
to accrue upon it, if an Error, not- Fun- 
damental chance to creep into the Church, 
and grow by degrees to be held at length 
an Articleof Faith, ſecing the belref there- 
of is not in zts ſe/fdeſtruQtive of Salvati- 
0a? I anſwer, there is this great harm 
init, if no other, that in caſe it at any 
time come to be di/cover'd, and National 
Churches be thereupon divided about it, 
oxe holding it to be an Article of Faith, 
another taking it to be an Erroneons Do- 
&rine, there will unavoidably a Schiſm 
happen upon -it ; becauſe that Church 
which thinks ic to be an Arzicle of 
Faith, will conceive herſelf oblig'd to 
deny Communion to the other, which 
rejeRs it as an' Error; and (that other 
which rejects it as an Error, muſt needs 
judge it to bean he/p0us Siz, to acknow- 
| ledge 


b a WS , RY | RY ali 


in the Roman and Reformed Cherches. 1 59 


ledge and profeſs that She believes a Do- 
#rinetobean Article of Faith, which in 
truth ſhe holds to be an Erroneos Opinion ; 
and yet without ſuch acknowledgment, 
and an{werable profeſſion, ſhe cannot be 
admitted to Communioz with the Church 
that believes it to be an Arzicle of Faith. Up- 
- on this very account it 15, that the Diw+- 
ſons berween the Church of Rome, and 
Church of England, as to the Doitrinal 
Part of Religion, are continued ; for I 
find, that the moſt cautious and wary 
Vindicators of the Engliſh Church from the 
guilt of Schiſm, which the Romanriſts in- 
ceſſantly accule her of, alledge 1n excuſe 
for her Separation, that the Church of 
Rome requires as neceſſary Conditions 

her Communion, the acknowledgment of ſome 
erroneors Dottrines to be Articles of Faith, 
together with a publick ' profeſſion of them ; 
which Dottrines, although not damnable in 
their own nature, h—__ not airettly repug-' 
nant to any Fundamental Truth, ( and ſo 
not neceſſarily inconſiſtent together in the 
ſame Soul with the ſincere Belief of all things 
neceſſary to Salvation) yet would become 
Fang A to thaſe, mho judging them to be 


| Errors, 
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Errors ſhould atknowledzge and profeſs 
them, contrary to their Judgments, to. be 
Articles of Faith; To this purpole writes 
the learned Biſhop Montagne, x w renown- 
ed Arch-Biſhop Laud, Dr. Ferne, Dr. Ham- 
2nond, the late Lord Primate of Ireland | 
Biſhop Bramhal, with others, whereunto 
T'le add one Coptrovertiff more, of the 
preſent time, Doctor Srillingfleer, of 
which two laſt mentioned ( not to my]- 
tiply needleſs quotations about a thing fo 
well known) Ile here tranſcribe two 
Paſſages; It was not (faith the learned 
Primate) the erroneows Opinions of the 
Church of Rome, but the obtruding them 
by . Laws upon other Churches, which war. 
ranted a ſeparation. Biſhop BrambhaP's V in- 
dication againſt Mr. Baxter, pag.1o1. Thi 
z clearly the ſtate of the difference; ( ſaith 
Door Stillingfleer) between the Church of 
Rome, and Church 'of England, The 
* Church of Rome impoſeth new Articles of 
Faith to be believd as neceſſary to Salvation, 
as appears, 8c, But the Church of England 
makes no Articles of Faith, but ſuch as have 
the Teftimmony and Approbation of the whole 
Chriſtian World. of all Ages,. and are ac- 

| / know- 
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knowledg*d to be ſuch by Rome it ſelf, and 


' #n other things ſhe requires ſubſcription, not 


as Articles of Faith, but as inferiour Truths, 
which She expetts a ſubmiſſion to, in order to 
her peace and tranquillitx, Thus the inge- . 
nious Door in his Rational account of the * 
Grounds of Proteſtant Religion, pag. 54. 
The Church of Exglazd then by this, hold- | 
ing nothing to be an Article of Faith, but 
what Rome it ſelf acknowledges to be /o; 
it's evident, That if the Church of Erg- 
land believe all the Articles of Catholick 
Faith, as ſhe profeflesſhe doth, the Church 
of Rome does likewiſe the ſame; and 
conſequently, ſince every Fundamental 
Truth is an Article of Catholick Faith, that 
ſhe believes all Fundamental T ruths, no leſs 
than the other doth. So that the true 
and real difference between thoſe twa 
Churches, is not about Fundamentals, but 
Saperſtrutfures,which 1t they be Errors, or 
any of them, (as I think ſome of them 
are prov'd to be in Sed, 11. and if it were-. 
neceſſary, others, Iconceive, might be ) 
the ;mpoſing of them as Articles of Faith 
by the Romiſh Church layes the guilt of 


| Schiſm at her door. But that it ever will 


be 
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be granted by the Romarnifts, ( while they 
eſteem either tke Definitions of Popes or 
Councils, or the Living Voice of the Church 
the Rule of Faith, and hold the Conn! of 
Trext to be a true Repreſextative of the 
Charch ) that they embrace any Errors as 
Articles of Catholick Faith, 1s not to be 
expected. And that they”! yield to change 
their pretended Rules of Faith, there's 
{mall encouragement yet to hope, ſince 
"tis true as well of them, as of too many 
others, what the rational Animadverter 
upon the Pamphlet entituled, 7 he naked 
Truth, rightly obſerves, That Polemical 
Anthors commonly oppoſe thoſe paſſages .in 
their Adverſaries Books, which are ready to 
fall of themſelves, and paſ$ by thoſe which 
urge and pref them harder, It it were not 
too truly ſo, *twould be a matter of great 
amazement to me, That Scripture and 
Chriſtian Oral! Tradition ſhould fill be 
cryed up ozeagainit the other, and made 
to look as if they were at exmity, when 
tis manifeſtly clear, that Godat firſt joyzd 
them amicably rogether, in that the B/eſſed 
Apoſtles and Evangelifts recommended the 
Holy Goſpel, or Revelation, of Jeſs C ys 
x XG enc 
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the So of God, both in Writing, and by 
an Oral Delivery, and Pradtjcal Profeſſion 
of it to the World; deſigning them, no 
doubt, to go hand in hand for Inftrutt- 
1ng, Confirming, *and Regulating Men 
in the Belief and Practice of Chriſtianity, 
till the end of all things. And there- 
fore till their joynt Concurrence for de- 
ciding Controverlies of Fazth be agreed 
on to be reſtored to the Church, T ſe. 
not what great Good we can rationally ex- 
pect by Diþutation ; whereas, if due re- . 
ſpect and regard were had to both, the 
Iſſue and Event thereof would ( as it ap- 
pears to me ) be this: That Nothin M 
ther'd on Scripture could be afſented to, 
and received as a Catholick Point of Faith, 
unleſs there were likewiſe found a Pradt;- 
cal Tradition of it in the Church; nor any 
Dottrine be taken and held for a Catholick 
Tradition, but what was evidently -ſeen 
by the Chief” of the Clergy ( at leaſt) to 
have a real Ground in Holy Writ; ſo that 
all private Interpretation of Scripture in 
Matters of Chriſtiau Faith and Manzers, 
would on the one hand be baniſhed from 
among Chriſtians ; and the Living Voice 
{2 M 2 of 
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of the Church would on the other hand 
_teachnothing for a Divize Revelation, but 
' what was either to be expreſy found in 
' Sacred Writ, or might. evidently be de- 
duced from it ; whence the Chri/t:an Re- 
ligion (tis humbly conceived) might 
obtain a certain Way ( whenſoever [z- 
tereſ# or Paſſion prevented not ) to be le- 
cured from Error, and. the Church from 

Schiſm. | 
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APPENDIX 
| Of ſeveral 
OBJECTIONS 
T-Q | | 


Certain Things aſſerted in the Pre- 
ceding TREATISE, with their 
relpecive ANSWERS. 

To which i added an Explanation of the 


different Acceptations: of the Word 
Tradition, . »{ed in the ſame. 


Objection T. 
T H E Author of the Treatiſe, Enti- 


tuled, The ſeveral ways of Reſolving 


Faith in the Roman and Reformed Churches, 
_ undertakes in Sedioz 6. to diſprove'the 
Aſertion, That all things neceſſary to 
Salvation are clear in Scripture toevery Un- 
derftanding ; but I think in vain, ſeeing 
whatever is offered by him in oppoſition 
thereto, may be juſtly, for ought I ſee 
M 3 -.: n_ 
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«to the contrary, evaded, by faying only, 

that »o more revealed- Truths are neceſſary 
robe believed; by any ſincere ana * dilivent 
Reader of Stered Writ,than thofe only which 
are clear to his onin Underſtanding, For on 
this Account it will be the. ſame thing in 
reſpeCt of S$z/vation, whether a mar be- 
-lieve 12y Divine Truths, or a few, if 0 
be he neglect; not the Reading of Scri- 
prare, and cordially embrace thoſe which 
he clearly underſtands. | 


Anſwer. 

Since the Belief mentioned in the 04- 
jeition muſt of neceſſity be underſtood of 
an explzcit habitual Belief, (and not of an 
implicit, which 1s to begiven to the molt 
 obſcrreand leaft material Truths in all the 
Bi#le) I demand, whether every Truth 
clearly manifeſted tothe underſtanding, of 
 aſincere and-diligent Reader of Scripture 
. bea Point 'of: Doctrine neceſſary to be 
_ habitzilly believed by him, 'or no? If it 
beran{were$no, as it muſt be, if rightly, 
(becauſe: an habitral knowledge of all 
Truths which will be clear to a very weak 
Capacity in the peruſal of Srripture; 1s not 
| 38”, attain- 
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attainable by every one, yea, perchance 
by zo oe) I further ask, what courle is . 
to be taken aſſuredly to know, which ofall 
thoſe Myriads of Truths very c/early de- 
livered in Scripture are of necellity to be 
habitually believed by the diligent ſincere 
Peruſer of it? The Scripture it ſelf no 
where tells us. Unleſs then there be 
ſome whoſe Office it 1s to ſhew, what D#- . 
vine truths are neceſſary to be habitually 
believed, rhe Anſwer to my Queſtion 
muſt be this, that No Truths however 
clearly taught by Scripture are neceſſary 
to be habitually believed, but only thoſe 
which every ſincere and diligent Reader ' 
of it doth himſelf think to be fo. Which 
admitting we ſhould ſuppoletobe true; 
yet this would ſtill be further requiſite to 
be known, whether it of Kizht belongs 
to every ſuch Reader to judge. what 1s 
fundamental and neceſſary to all men, or 
what is fundamental and neceſſary only to 
himſelf? If the former be true, .ro wit, 
that he has a Rzg/t to judge what 1s fu- 
damental, and xeceſſary to be habitually be- 
lieved by al 2zez, then will he be obliged 
ro abſtain from Communion with every 
| M 4 one, 
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one, who differs in judgment from him —- 
about any thing that he thinks to be a 
fundamental truth clearly contained in 
Scripture. Which becauſe we ſee to be 
practiſed by almoſt every diſtinct Se# in 
ſeparating each from other, and all of them 
from the Church, *tis obvious to gather 
that theSeparazits generally hold their ow 
Tenets to be peceſſary to be believed not 
only by therfelves, but by al\others like- 
wiſe; and therefore, in caſeit be their 
juſt Rzght ſo to'do, as many of them as 
ſeparate from. thoſe ( whoever they be) 
that differ from them in anv thing which 
. they eſteem fundamental, att rationally 
and vprightly therein ; the Conſequence 
of which (buta very ſtrange one to pro- 
ceed from a ſound Principle ) will be 
_ plainly this, that all Societtes of ſuch 
Sectaries however differing in Points of 
Faith among themſelves or|, from the 
Church, are notwithſtanding | ieht Chri- 
ftian Orthodox Congregations, (51 conſe- 
_ quently #rue Members of the one Holy Ca- 

tholick and Apoſt olick Church, eyen, while 

they refuſe: and deſpiſe the {Iv aro of 
of every Chriſtian which is = of their 
own Sect. But 


j 


p 
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But in caſe- it be ſaid, that the ſincere 


\diligent Reader of Scripture has only a 


Right to judge what Scriptural Truths 
are neceſſary to. be explicitly and habitw 
ally known and believed by himſelf, but 
not by others, then an Obligation' will 
lye upon him to deny Communion to none, 
nor to refuſe to Communicate with any 
Profeſſed Chriſtian for his Opinion of what 
Judgment ſoever; becauſe every one 
having Right to judge tor himſelf what is 
fundamental, but for none beſides, No 
Perſon whatſoever could have Right. to 


judge that ary other perſon judged amifſ; _ 


and conſequently no man ought upon the 
account of Do#rize, to refuſe Communion 
with any one Profefſing himſelf to. be a 
Chriſtiax : {0 that it would be a manifeſt 
Injury to Excommunicate even for Here- 


fie any one that holds and maintains his 


Opinion may be clearly proved by Ser#- 
ptare, although in truth it cannot. That 
this is exaaly conſequent to what hath 
been ſaid, the Averment of the grand 
Maintainer of the Aſſertipn, that all +hings 
neceſſary to Salvation are clear in Scripture 
to every underſtanaing, in conſequence 

| to 
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one, who differs in judgment from him 
about any thing that he thinks to be a 
fundamental truth clearly contained in 
Scripture, Which becauſe we ſee to be 
practiſed by almolt every diſtinct Se&# in 
ſeparating each from other, and all of them 
from the Church, 'tis obvious to gather 
that theSeparati/ts generally hold their ow 
Tenets to be peceſſary to be believed not 
, only by themſelves, but by al others like- 
wiſe; and therefore, in caſe it be their 
juſt Rzght ſo todo, as many of them as 
ſeparate from. thoſe ( whoever they be) 
that difter from them in anv thing which 
. they eſteem fundamental, att rationally 
and vprightly therein; the Conſequence 
of which (buta very ſtrange one to pro- 
ceed from a ſound Principle ) will be 
_ plainly this, that all Societies of ſuch 
SeQaries however differing in Points of 
Faith among themſelves or . from the 
Church, are notwithſtanding ry Chri- 
ftian Orthodox Congregations, and conſe- 
_ quently #rne Members of the one Holy Ca- 
tholick and Apgſtolick Church, even. while 
they refuſe:and deſpiſe the Communion of 
of every Chriſtian which is not of their 
own Sect. But 
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But in caſe- it be ſaid, that the ſincere 


| diligent Reader of Scripture has only a 


_ 


Right to judge what Scriptural Truths 
are neceſſary to- be explicitly and habitn- 
ally known and believed by himſelf, but 
not by others, then an Obligation' will 
lye upon him to deny Communtoz to none, 
nor to refuſe to Communicate with any 
Profeſſed Chriſtian for his Opinion of what 
Judgment  ſoever; becauſe every one 
having Right to judge for himſelf what is 
fundamental, but for nowe beſides, No 
Perſon whatſoever could have Right. to 
judge that ay other perſon judged amiſs ; 


+ 
and conſequently no man ought upon the 


account of Do#rize, to refuſe Commuznion 
with any one Profefſing himſelf to. be a 
Chriſtian : {o that it would be a manifeſt 
Injury to Excommunicate even for Here- 


fie any one that holds and maintains his 


Opinion may be clearly proved by Ser#- 
ptare, although in truth it cannot. That 
this is exaCtly conſequent to what hath. 
been ſaid, the Averment of the grand 


' Maintainer of the Afſertion, that all chizgs 


neceſſary to Salvation are clear in Scripture 
to every underſtanging, IN conſequence 
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tothat his' Principle, aſſures me by'the 
words here following; ” He that be- 
” lieves. the Scripture ſincerely, and en- 
» deavours to believe it in the true ſenſe, 
. 2 cannot poſſibly be an Heretick ; and if 
” no more than this were required of any 
” man to make him capable of the 
» Churches Communion, then all men 
»ſoqualified, though they were different 
”jin Opinion, yet notwithſtanding any 
» ſuch difference muſt be of neceflity one 

in Communion. The laſt lines of 
Mr. Chillizgworth's Preface to the Author 
of Charity maintained. And that he'means 
not by theſe words [ exdeavonrs to believe 
zt in the trne ſenſe ] the beſt exdeavonrs ina 
mans power, (which indeed may reach 
and extend to what the Church, as well as 
his own ?horghts inſtructs him of the ſex/e 
of Holy Writ ) but an ordinary honelt en- 
deavour only, ſuch as his leiſure from 
worldly buſineſs, and his own skill and 
ability how mean ſoever will allow of, 
appears by the Lines enſuing; ” I am 
» verily perſwaded (faithhe) that God 
» will not impute Errors to them as fins, 
> who uſe ſuch a Meature of induſtry - 
i = » find- 


Sb wont, hos "4 = 
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» finding Truth, as humane Prudenceand 


» ordinary diſcretion ( their abilities and 
» opportunities, their diſtra&tions and 
» hinderances, 'and all! other things con- 
» ſidered) ſhall adviſe them toin a mat- 
” ter of ſuch conſequence. But if herein 
»alſo we fail, then our Errors begin to 
” be malignant, and juſtly imputable as 
offences againſt God, and that love of 
» Truth, which he requires in us. Mr.Chz/- 
lingworth in his Anſwer to the Preface; 
pag. 19; 20, From this :Diſcourſe of 
Mr. Chillizgworths, T have the Teſtimony 
of him that doubtleſs underſtood hisown 
Doctrine as well as any man, that m 

way of arguing in the Sixth Seion-of 
this Book 1s fairly laid againſt the Aſſer- 
tion, that AU things neceſſary to Salvation 
ere clear in Scripture to' every Underſtand. 
ing; the drift of which Diſcourſe there 
made, to render my Meaning more: per- 
ſpicuous, -Ple reduce to Form, as here 


tollows, 


If all things neceſſary to Salvation - be 
clear in Scripture toevery Underſtanding, 
then would the Scripture be the Rule of 


Faith z2mediately to every one : 


But _ 
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tothat his' Principle, aſſures me by' the 
words here following ; ” He that ' be- 
? lieves the Scripture ſincerely, and en- 
» deavours to believe it in the true ſenſe, 
. 2 cannot poſſibly be an Heretick ; and if 
” no more than this were required of any 
” man to make him capable of the 
”» Churches Communion, then all men 
> ſoqualified, though they were different 
” in Opinion, yet notwithſtanding any 
» ſuch difterence muſt be of neceflity one 
”jin Communion. The laſt lines of 
Mr. Chillizgworth's Preface to the Anuthor 
of Charity maintained. And that he means 
not by theſe words [ exdeavorrs to believe 
it in the trne ſenſe ] the beſt endeavorrs ina 
mans power, ( which indeed may reach 
andextend to what the Charch, as well as 
his own thorghts inſtructs him of the ſex/e 
of Holy Writ ) but an ordinary honeſt en- 
deavour only, ſuch as his leiſure from 
worldly buſineſs, and his own skill and 
ability how mean ſoever will allow of, 
appears by the Lines enſuing; ” I am 
» verily perſwaded (faith he) that God 
» will not 1mpute Errors to them as fins, 
> who uſe ſuch a Meaſure of induſtry - 
s » find- 


OS PIY hs 


59 


0F OBJECTIONS. 


» finding Truth, as humane Prudenceand 


17t 


» ordinary diſcretion ( their abilities and 


» opportunities, their diſtraQtions , 


» hinderances, and all: other things 


and 
con- 


» ſidered) ſhall adviſe them to1n a mat- 
» ter of ſuch conſequence. But if herein 
»alſo we fail, then oux, Errors begin to 
” be malignant, and juſtly imputable as 


offences againſt God, and that love of 


» Truth, which he requires in us. Mr.Chi/- 
lingworth in his Anſwer to- the Preface; 


p40. 19: 20, 


From this :Diſcourſe of 


Mr. Chillingworths, T have the Teſtimony 
of him that doubtleſs underſtood hisowf 


DoQtrine as well as any man, that' my - 
way Of arguing in the Sixth Sedion-of 


this Book 1s fairly laid againſt the Aſer- 
tion, that AU things neceſſary to Salvation 


are clear in Scripture to' every Undey ſt 


and. 


ing; the drift of which Diſcourſe there 


made, to render my Meaning more 
fpicuous, Ple reduce to Form, as 
tollows, Tg | 


- 
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If all things neceſſary to Salvation be 
clear in Scripture toevery Underſtanding, 


then would the Scripture be the Rule of 


Faith immediately to every one : 
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But the Scripture is not the. Rule of 
Faith 7mmeaiately to every one : Ergo, 
All things neceſſary to Salvation are 

_ not clear 1n Scripture to every. Under- 
ſtanding. 


The Minor proved, 


If the Scripture be the Rule of Faith 
inemeadiately toevery one, then can no man 
be juſtly Excommunicated for any Error 
whatſoever, if after a diligent ſearch of - 
Scripture he be fully perſwaded in his 
heart that his opinion 1s plainly contained 
therein ; | 

But a man may be juſtly Excommunt- 
cated for ſome Error, whether, after a 
gent ſearch of Scripture, he be fully 
perſwaded in his heart, or not, that his 
Opinion is plainly contained therein : 
Ergo, | | 
The Scripture 4s not the Rule of Faith 


zmmeaiately to every one. | 


The proof of the Aſſumption is ta 
be ſeen in SecF,'6, 


And 


"OF OBFECTIONS. x73 

And for the Propoſition,the truth there- 
of is grounded on this, that, if Scripture 
be ſuppoſed to be the Rule of Faith i7me- 
diately to every one, it mult be every 
mans Rule, not as it appears 'clear to this 
or that third Perſon, or to any Society of 
men whatſoever ; but as it ſeems plain to 
his ovz Underſtanding : which therefore 
ſo long as he deviates not from in main- 


taining any Opinion, which after a dili- 


gent ſearch of Scripture he ſtedfaſtly 
thinks to be clearly contain'd therein, he 
follows the Rule of Faith, for doing of 
which no man queſtionleſs, ought to be 
Excommunicated, : Ty 

Some to evade this would peradven- 
ture ſay, that no man after a diligent 
ſearch of Scripture, can poſſibly maintain 
any Error. oppoſite to a. Point of Faith, 
but in contradiction to his own Judg- 
ment; ſo that the Reaſon why there are 


ſo many different Sects, and ſuch diver- 


fity of Opinions in Matters of Faith, is 
not becauſe the Neceſlaries to Salvation 
are not clearly taught 1n Scripture to the 
apprehenſion of every Ordinary Capaci-. 
ty; but becauſe /ome for want of an 
humble, 
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But the Scripture is not the. Ru/e of 
Faith immediately to every one : Ergo, 
All things neceſſary to Salvation are 
_ not clear 1n Scripture to every. Under- 
ſtanding. | | 


The Minor proved, 
If the Scripture be the Rule of Faith 


inemediately toevery one, then can no man 
be juſtly Excommunicated for any Error 
whatſoever, if after a diligent ſearch of 
Scripture he be fully perſwaded in his 
| heart that his opinion 1s plainly contained 
therein : 

But a man may be juſtly Excommunt- 
cated for ſome Error, whether, after a 
diligent ſearch of Scripture, he be fully 
redal in his heart, or not, that his 
Opinion 1s plainly contained therein : 
Exgo, | 

The Scripture 41s not the Rule of Faitli 
zmmeatately to every one. 


The proof of the Aſſumption is ta 
be ſeen in SecF.'6. 


And 


OF OBFECTIONS. mx. 

And for the Propoſition,the truth there- 
of is grounded on this, that, if Scripture 
be ſuppoſed-to be the Rule of Faith imme- 
diately to every one, it muſt be every 
mans Rule, not as it appears clear to this 
or that third Perſon, or to any Society of 
men whatſoever ; but as it ſeems plain to 
his ovz Underſtanding : which therefore 
ſo long as he deviates not from in main- 
taining any Opinion, which after a dili- 
gent ſearch of Scripture he ſtedfaſtly 
thinks to be clearly contain'd therein, he 
follows the Rule of Faith, for doing of 
which no man queſtionleſs, ought to be 
Excommunicated. ; | 

Some to evade this would peradven- 
ture ſay, that no man after a diligent 
ſearch of Scripture, can poſſibly maintain 
any Error. oppoſite to a Point of Faith, 
but in contradiction to his own Judg- 
ment; ſo that the Reaſon why there are 
| ſo many different Sects, and ſuch diver- 
fity of Opinions in Matters of Faith, is 
not becauſe the Neceſlaries to Salvation 
are not clearly taught in Scripture to the 
apprehenſion of every Ordizary Capaci- 
ty; but becauſe /omme for want of an 
humble, 
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humble, ſincere, diligent reading of it, 
attain not to that knowledge 'of Truth 
they might calily do; and others through 
Pride, Paſſion or Intereſt will not acknow- 
ledge what they really belzeve ; both 
which ſince they are &vroxararxera, 
the former in reſpect of their wilful igno- 
_ rance; the latter in regard of their per- 
verſe denial of a known Truth, may juſt- 
ly be Excommunicated for holding and 
maintaining an Error 1n Faith; and fo 
Scripture, for any thing yet ſaid to the 
contrary, may be the Rule of Faith in- 
zeatately to every one, 

To this. Reply, which confiſts of ſeve- 
ral parts, ſeveral things muſt be applyed 
in A»/wer. To the firit part therefore 1 
make return by granting that every one 
may come to the knowledge of all Ne- 
ceflary Truths by a. right uſe of Holy 
Writ; but what the leaſt Reaſon is there 
to think that thoſe 7gzorazt people read 
it with that humility, ſincerity, and dil: 
gexce they ought to do, ' who meeting 
_ with: ſeeming Contradictions about the 

Bleſſed Trizjity, Juſtification, &c. and 
finding it writ, Swear not at all; Thou ſhalt 
THY not 
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not kill, with other Texts apt to be miſta- 
ken, boldly adventure to cull out of Scrs- 
pture of themſelves a Religion; and do 
not rather conſult the Rulers of the Church 
to be inſtructed what has been the con- 
ſtant Belief of Catholick Chriſtians in all 
Apes, (which if not only they, but even 
the greateſt Doctors in the World ſwerve 
from, they for certain fall into Error 
concerning the Faith) when as in ſtead 
of finding any ſuch Text that all rhings 
neceſſary to Salvation are clear in Scripture 
to every. Underſtanding, they read in plain 
words, Obey them that have the Rule over 
you and (ubmit your ſelves, for they watch 
for your Souls as they that muſt give account, ' 
that they may do it with joy and not with grief, 
Hebr. 13.17. And again, Take heed to 
your ſelves and to all the Flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over- 
ſeers to feed the Church of God, which he. 
hath purchaſed with his ow Blond, Acts 20. 


28, eſpecially when they are told by _ 


S, Peter, that in his brother Pa#/'s Epiſtles 
are ſome- things hard to be underſitaqd, 
which the azlearned and unſtable wrelt, as 
they do allo other Scriptures, unto their 
own 
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own deftruition, And when beſides they 
ſee that to abſtain from things offered to 
Tdols, and from blond, and from things 
ſtrangled, areall of them without any difte- 
rence a{ſigned, ſaid to be things neceſſary 
and enjoyned by the Apoſtles as /nch, A4c&s 
15.28, 29, Theſe Conſiderations ( to 
omit many more, which upon a {mall en- 

uiry would offer themſelves ) plainly 
xa it to be Arrogancy, not. Humili- 
ty; Preſumption not Prudence, in that ig- 
norant Perſon, who thinks his own fan- 
fied Ab:/itres ſufficient to direct him in 
Matters of Salvation ; either negleCQing or 
contemning the Gzidarce and Authority of 
- the Rulers of the Church and Overſeers of 
the. Flock of Chriſt. 

To the Secozd part of the Reply, ( viz, 
that ſome men through Pride, Paſſion, or 
Intereſt deny what they really believe) 
I anſwer, that albeit I fear too many do 
ſo, yet I ſee nocauſe to think, ” #hart all 
2» thoſe who uſe ſuch a meaſure of Indu- 
» ftry in finding Truth as humane Pru- 
dence and Ordinary Diſcretion, their 
2 abilities and opportunities, their di- 
» ſtractions and hinderances, and all other 
| things 
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 5:things conſidered) ſhall adviſe them 


2 unto ina matter of ſuch conſequence,do 
wittingly and wilfully bely their own 
thoughts, at what time ſoever they op- 
poſe the Doi#rine of the Church. It were 
too. great uncharitableneſi (to ſtyle it no 
worle) to accuſe all ſuch of that height 
of horrid Impiety, eſpecially if we re- 
fle& that diverſe of them deny it under 
aflittions till death. W 

To the laſt Part of the Reply ( which 
rightly ſuppoſes that all men muſt be 
Self condemned in, reſpect either of wilful 
iznorance, or elſe of denying a known truth 
who maintain an Error in Faith, (if in- 
deed what they ſay were true, to wit,that 
all things neceſſary to Salvation are clear in 
Scripture to every Underſtanding )) and con- 
ſequently that they might be juſtly Ex; 
communicated whenever they oppoled any 
Catholick Truth ):I give in Anſwer, that 
fince it. is a peculiar Prerogative of the 
Almighty to know the Secrets of Mans 
Heart, the Church cannot without high 
Preſumption inflict the Penalty of Excom- 
munication upon any, Maz on this account, 
that he denies a known Truth, conhrary i 
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the moſt ſolemn Proteftarion he can make 
ro give them afſurance he doth not; or 
that he has negleQed to uſe ſuch Induſtry 
as 1s required by Mr. Chilingworth fot 
finding. out Truth in Scripture, when, he 
himſelf averrs in the moſt ſerious manner 
poſſible he has outdone that ſincere dili- 
gence” which Mr. Chillingworth requires. 
The Church grounds her Dexunciutions 
againſt Hereticks not on fuch nncertain 
and ſometimes (no doubt) falſe ſurmiſes, 
but on this ſure Bettory, that they main-. 
tain an Error contrary to ſome Dottrine 
which has in all ſucceſſive Ages ever ſince 
the Apoſtles been held to bean Article of 
Faith ; either expreſly contained in Scri- 
pture, or by neceſſary conſequence de- 
ducible from it. So that Holy Charch 
Has no need of ſuch a pitiful ſhift rojuſti- 
" fie her Proceedings by, in Excommunica- 
ting of Hereticks, toſay, that they att 
againſt their ow# Conſcience ; and yet this, 
they muſt ſay, that all Herericks do, who 
aſſett that a/! rhings neceſſary to Satvation 
are clear in Scriptare to every Undevft and- 
ing ; which whether-it 'be not & jneer 
precariom” faying , ( not to call it we) 
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T appeal toany impartial man tobe judge. 
Objeft:2. You write Set#,g.that the Fun- 
damentals of Chriſtian Religion are more, 
than thoſe Divize Truths which are ſo 
neceſſary that not any oze Chrjſtian can 
be ſaved without an expref{ belief of 
them, and -there give a tolerable account 
of the Verity of that your Aſertion. But 
ſeeing nevertheleſs, you had ſaid before 
in the ſame Sef0n, that the very Ground 
and Reaſox why ſome Scriptural Do- 
Arines are called xeceſſary 1n contradi- 
ſtin&tion to others not eſteemed fo, is from- 
hence, that they are held neceſſary to be 
plainly underſtood, to the intent, the Cre- 
denda of them may be explicitly believed, 
the Agenda may be frequently. praCtiſed 
in order to Sa/vatioz, F cannot reconcile 
theſe Two Aſſertions of yours together, 
Anſ. The Reaſo wy you cannot, I con- 
jeQture may be this, that, whereas I ſay 


that ſome Scriptural DoQtrines in &on- 
rradiſtin&tion to others, are therefore cal- 
kd neceſſary, becauſe they are neceſſary 
to be p/aizly underſtood, to the intent the 
Credenda _ be explicitly believed, and 
the Agenda frequently praiſed in order 

£ 2 to 
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to Salvation, you apprehend me to mean 
by theſe laft words [ zz order to Salvation} 
the ſame, as if I had ſaid, 7 order to the 
Salvation of every individual Soul whato- 
ever, which I never intended, ( as you'l 
eaſily perceive by a Review of that Para- 
graph in the 9th Sefton, where the Peni- 
tent Thief is mentioned.). For atthough 
the Fundamental Points of Chriſtianity 
are held by ſome to be only thoſe, the 
expref knowledge whereof every ſingle 
adult Chriſtian muſt have that will be 
laved ; yet you no where find that Noti- 
on of Fundamentals to be mine, having 
\ ever thought it a thing impoſſible to &xow 
what is fundamental to particular perſons. 


But in regard it is a neceſſary Qualifica- 
tion of the Rule of Faith that 1t compre- 
hend' all things neceſſary to the Salvation . 


of Mankind under innumerable different con- 


ditions and various C ircumſt ances in the © 


world placed and conſidered, what I call 
Fundamentals are ſuch Truths as are re- 
quiſite to be Unzverſally taught and 1n- 
culcated by the Paſtors of the Church, that 
they may be generally known and: em- 
braced ; every oxe of which notwithitand- 
4 ing 
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ing though this, or that parz/cular perſon, 
through ſome Accident or other (not 
accompanied with perverſenefS of Mind ) 
ſhall peradventure not exp/icitly believe ; 
yet I dare not affirm that for ſuch acc#- 
dental omiſſion, unaffected -Tenorance, or 
involuntary non-belief, he ſhall be deprived 
of everlaſting Blifl, So that Fundamen- 
zal points 1n the ſenſe I take them are all 
thoſe grand Doctrines of the Goſpel of 
Chrift, which eſſentially contribute to the 
Beings of the Catholick Church, the truth 
of any oxe whereof whoſoever publickly 
denies and perſiſts in, the Church not only 
lawfully may, but 1s even obliged to de- 
prive him of her Communion. Of this 
fort are principally thoſe Truths contain- 
ed in the Apoſtolical Creed explained by 
the Nicene and Athanaſian; the oppoſite. 
errors whereunto either by immediate di- 
ret contradittion; or by neceſſary and ap- 
parent confequence the Church ought to de-- 
nounce.an Anathema againlt. But who 
dare notwithſtanding peremptorily 1ay, 
that every Chriſtian who expreſly believes 
not each particnlar Truth to which ſuch 
errors are repugnant, ſhall not go to Hea- 
N 3 Ven, 
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ven, but muſt ſink down to Hell? Secret 
Judgments ( as that of the determining 
of the final ſtate of mens Souls) are of 
Right reſerved to God, The end defign- 
ed by Anathema's againſt Heretical Do- 
GFrines 1s tO deterr men from Hereſie. And 
the Churches zztent in aQtually Excom- 
municating Heretical Perſons is chiefly 
toreduce them to a found mind, but (if 
that cannot be effefted ) however to re- 
move them from the Soczety of the Faith- 
ful, ( ſofar as the Church has —_ to 
do it ) that they be not corrupted by them ; 
and not to-deliver them up to the Devil 
for their utter deſfru&joz. The Churches 
Diſcipline 1s altogether Medicinal, & never 
to be exerciſed with an Intent to deſtroy, 
but always to ſave mens precio Souls. 
And therefore the Confidence we ſome- 
where meet with in demanding a Reaſon 
to be given, Why the Church ſhould deny 
her Communion, for the holding of an error 
for which God would not deny Heaven, is, 1n 
my thoughts, much greater than there 
appears any juſt Motive for encourage- 
ing the demander thereunto.* For fince 
the thing aimed at by Excommunication 15 
| : not 
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got to exclude men from, but to bring them 
to Beatitude ;, and that, although the ex- 
preſs belief of each particular Fundamental 
be not abſolutely neceſſary to every ſingle 
mans Salvation, yet is undoubtedly ne- 
ceſſary to be retained among Chriſtians, 
the Church may juſtly inflict her Cenſure 
upon any one that: rejects an g4rticle of 
Catholick Faith, or what 1s an inmeatate 
manifeſt conſequent of it, notwithſtand- 
wg that it would be great Temerity tg 
aflert that ſuch an Excommunicated Per- 
ſon would infallibly be damzed, unleſs 
through ſome viciows inclination he ob/#+- 
xately refuſed to deſert his Error, after 
the Churches kzown Cenſure, anddied in 
that Obtinacy, For inſtance, who would 
not.think that man very raſhly cenſori- 
ous, that ſhould adjudge one to Hell for 
the meer Error of holding Chriſt to have 
but oze Will, whenas he rightly appre- 
hends and believes he is but oze Perſon? 
And yet a Mozothelite doubtleſs ought to 

bedenyed the Churches Communian,  ut- 

leſs .he'l retract his Error, becauſe ' the 
maintaining oze only W:ll in Chriſt ne- 
ceſlarily leads by dire# and clear conſe. 
| N 4 quenc, 
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quence to the denyal of two Natures in 
Chriff, or that He is truly God and Maz. 
Ohjeft.3. *Tis your own Aflertion, Sed, 
12. That the Holy Scripture is the Rule 
| of Chriſtian Faith: And if fo, then ſince 
| every individual perſon 1s to believe for 
| - bimelf, and that there is no abſolute cer- 
| tainty to be had of Matters of Faith but 
| from the Rnle of Faith, every one muſt 
learn his Religion immediately from Scri- 
praure of himſelf, or elſe be in hazard to 
be deceived in that which concerns his 
everlaſting Salvation. DE a NS 
 Azxſ.: The only abſolnte certainty to be 
had of Matters of Fazth is indeed from the 
Rate of Faith ( which is Scripture ) rightly 
under{tood. But that every one muſt learn 
them of him{e/f from Scripture, orelſe be 
1n hazard to be deceived, I ſee no Cauſe 
at all to yield unto, unleſs the knowledg 
. of all neceſſary truths be' more certainly at- 
42 .tainable from Scripture by the ignorant 
* axe, ( ſome of which being Miterate 
ggcannot learn their Religion 2mme- 
y from the Sacred Text; and molt of 
them being unskilled in the Original 
Tongues wherein Scripture was Writ, _—_ 
Dn RE & creait 
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eredit others for the truth of the Verſion im 
which they read it) than by their learned 
Spiritual Guides, who by the Conſtitution 
of the Chriſt ia Diſpernſation are appointed 
to inſtruct them. If you' ask in what? 
bn neceſſaries to Salvation without doubt 
inthe fir/# place, ſincetothem it belofigs 
by Divine Inſtitution. (as both by "the 
Treatiſe and Appendix has been ſhewn ) to 
tell what the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity; 
or the Terms of Communion in Eſſentials: 
to the Churches Conflitution be, and upon 
the piouſly profeſſed Belief thereof by the 
People to admit them Members of the Ca 
tholick Church, and not otherwiſe. Fot in 
cale every one profeſſing Chriſtianity: 
Mould be 4dmittedand owned a Member of 
Chriſts Church upon ſuch Terms as he him-" 
felf would require, a neceſſity of expung- 
ing out. of the Creed the belief of : oe 


Holy Cathylick and Apoſtolick Church wonld: 
thereupon enſue ; becauſe the Maintdin® 
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tures in one perſon, &e.) do not believe one 
Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, and'*tis 
in reſpeQ of the Belief and 'Profeſſion of 
ane Holy Catholick and Apoftolick Faith, 
that: the Soctery of Chriſtians is called one 
Haly Catholick and Apoſtolick Church. 

. - Qbje#.q. Thou faidit in Sedf.5.that thoſe 
who will have the Light within to be the 
Route of Faith and Manners, muſt prove 
the tr1th of the Doitrine it teaches by M;- 
racles. Tn oppoſition whereunto we offer, 
frſt, that incaſe there were need thereof, 
the Do#rine contained in Scripture, & the 
Deftrine which the Light within teaches be- 
ing the /ame, the ſame Miracles which con- 
firmed the Dot#rine of the Letter confirms 
the DoFrire of the Spirit alſo. But: 2/y we 
fay, there 15 no neceſſity of granting, that 
we _ toprove our. Dottrine by Mira- 
ees.; for we demand of Thee to declare 
thy Mind freely, Whether all that were led 
"bythe Spirit of God;and were thereby made able 


ov 


to imſtrndt others were workers of Miracles? 
.  M#f. Althoughthe Dorine which you 
ſay the- Spirit within teaches, wereexatly 


the ſame with the Do#rize taught in the 


Hl. Scripture,(whach by the way.we deny) 
| yet 
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yet ſeeing you hold the Light within to bg 
the Rule of Faith, the trath of the Daz 
Frine contained in Scripture muſt be tryed 
by the truth of the DotFrine which the 
Light within diſcovers, (becauſe the truth 
of every Doctrine whatſoever alledged ta 
be Chriſtian ought for certain to be tryed 
by the Rule of Chriſtian Faith ) But it is 
abſurd to ſay that the rruth of the DoFrine 
contained in Scripture ought to be tryed 
by the trath of the Dof#rize which the 


« Light within diſcovers, except the DotFring 


which the Lizht within diſcovers have as 
good Teſtimony for the proof of its Verity, 
as the Dodrine contained in Scripture has 
for the certainty of its truth. Tf you fay, 
that your Doftrine needs not the Atteſta. 


\ tion of Miracles, becauſe it is the ve 


ſame with the Doitrine of Chriſt contain- 

ed in Scripture which was confirmed by 
Miracles, and will abide by what you fay, 
we ſhall deſire no more; for in giving 
that Reaſon, you tacitly own that Mira-' 
cles are neceflary for aſcertaining the Ye. 
rity of your Dorint by, and that you 
have none other toſhew but thoſe which 
were done by our Saviour for the Con. 
fr- 
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firmation of the Dofrine contained in 
Scripture; indoing of which two things, 
Þappeal toany unprejudiced perſon whe- 
ther you muſt not by neceſſary Conſe- 
quence yield that the certainty of the 
truth of your Doitrine depends upon the 
Certainty of the truth of the Dot#rize con- 
tained' in Scripture, and thence be forced 
toaknowledge that the Written word is the 
Rule of Chriſt ian Faith, and that your Do- 
#rine therefore is to and or fall as it is 
found tobe 'agreeable or difagreeable 
thereunto, But this diſadvantage to your 
Cauſeyou ſeem to be not totally unaware 
_ of; by the putting of this Querie ; Whether 
' all that were led by the Spirit of Gad,and were 
thereby made able to inſtruft others, were 
workers of Miracles ? Tothis I anſwer, that 
the Spirit of God at the firſt preaching of 
the Goſpel by the Apoſtles was given for 
ſeveral ends; ſome had the Spirit given to 
enablethem to ſpeak with /frange tonznes ; 
ſometo'empower them to cure diſeaſes ; 
others'that they might Propheſie and fore- 
zel things to:come,&c. ſo that every one 
who'had the: Spzrir, had it not purpoſely 
beftowed on him to teach the Doctrine of 
Ever- 
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Everlaſting Salvation by. The Queſtion 
therefore 1s not fairly put. If it had been 
thus, Whether an Obligation lye upon men 
to believe one who pretends an inmediate 
Light from God for teaching other certain 
things revealed to him by Inſpiration, with- 
out proving his Authority for the ſame by 
Miracles ; if I ſay, the queſtion had been 
thus put, I would / as you require ) have 
declared my mind freely, that there lies 
no obligation on them at all; becauſe no 
_ Teſtimony leſs than Miracles would in 
ſuch caſe. be. ſufficient, An 7mmedzate 
Commiſſion from God requires immediate 
Witneſſtrom Heaven. Extraordinary things 
muſt have. extraordinary proof, It is ime - 
poſſible that any ſhould give convincing 
Teſtimony of the truth of that which 
none 1s privy to. belides God, but God a- 
lone. Hence were drawn thoſe #naz/wer- 
able words in behalf of the aſſured: truth 
thereof, from the infall;ble Mouth of the 
Sox of God profeiling he was lent by his 
Father to declare his Will, while he ſaid, 
If Thad not doue among them the works 
which noxe other man did, they had had na 
fin. John 15. 24. of Ts 
Object. 
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 Objef. 5. Your Arguments againſt 
Tranſubſtautiation grounded on- extenſion 
are not {6 mighty, as they look big ; for 
if you be acquainted with the School-mex, 
they'l tel] you there is a twofold extenſion 
entitative arid quantitative; the former is 
faid to be extrenſio partinns in ordine ad ſe ; 
the latter extenſio partinm 11 ordije ad lo- 
em. What you labour to prove is, that 
guantitative Extenſion and 1ranſubftanti- 
_ ation are tftterly inconſiſtent 3 which 
if it begranted you, yet ſo long as Tran 
ſubſtantiation may conſiſt with extitative 
extenſion; your Arguments reach not 
their ihtended mark in confuting- the 
DoQtrine of Trarſubftantiation, it io be 
Chrifts Body tn the Sacrament hath only 
entitative, and not quantitative extenſion, 
as it is affirmed by many learned men of 
our Church that it hath. WEE 
Arſe. Chrifts Body inthe Sacred Hoſt, if 
the ſame ( as you hold it is ) with his Bo- 
dy on the Croſs, conſiſts of Or7ganica!, and 
confequently of heterogeneous parts, be- 
cauſe otherwiſe the Nature of the Eye, 
the Ear, the Mouth, the Hand, the Fleſh, 
the Bones, &c. would be nothing 4iffe- 


rent, 
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rent, but the ſame. Suppoſe we then; 
the Eye, the Ear, the Mouth, the Hand; 
the Fleſh, the Bones, &r, to be aiftint 
from one another with that extenſion your 
Schools call entitative ; yer that fame ex+ 
titative extenſion (let them underſtand 
by it what they. pleaſe) muſt of neceflity 
be commenſurate, or not commenſurate 
to ſome place ; if it be commenſurate to 
any place, then is it qua#ritative, and id . 
my Arguments againit Traz/abſtantiation 
grounded on extenſion will ſtand good. 
But if emtitative extenſion be not commett- 
ſurate to any ace whatſoever, then 
where the Eye is, there 1s alſo the Ear; 
where the Ear, the Mouth ; and where 
any one Member of the Body 1s, there 
will likewiſe every other part of the 
whole body be; which in caſe it 
wererteally {o, there would be a mutual 
penetration of all the Members; whereas 
Pezetratioz 1s 10 repugnant to the Nature 
of Corporeal ſubitance, that if it were 
not incompetible with it, the whole Unr- 
verſe of Material Being might ſubſiſt to- 


. gether in an #dzviſible Point. Beſides 


(to ſhew you further how frivolous the 
diſtincti- 
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diſtinAtion' of , extzative. and yaantitative 
extenſion =) the-ſuppoſed ertitatrue ex- 
tenſion of the Eye, either has, a figure 

ferent from theextitative. extenſion of 
the Ear, (and the like is tobe ſaidofevery 
other Organ of the Body ) or it has not ;_ 
if it have not, whence I pray .comes the 
difference of Organs in mans Body ? if 
it, have a different figure, it has a diffe- 
rent Determination of quantitative exten- 
fion,. ſeeing Figure ariſes from the Derer- 
mination of Quantity, and: the ſeveral 
diſtin ſorts of figure, from the ſeveral 
diftindt Modes of the Determination 
thereof. 
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EXPLANATION 

: I OF THE 20 
Several Acceptations, in which the 

Word TRADITION is Uſed 

in the Foregoing Book. 


Pens given to Underſtand that ſome 
things in the mentioned Book have _ 
been mi/apprehended by reafon of the word 
Tradition often uſed in it, but in different 
places (accordingly as the Matter in hand 
required ) ina diffrent ſence, I thought it 
might not prove unuſeful to exp/azx the 
ſeveral Acceptations in which it 15 to be un- 
derftood in the whole Treatiſe, and preſent 
them all together, to be ſeenas it were at - 
one view. 
| In ſome places of the Book, by Tradition 
; 15 meant, the Living Voice of the Church, as 
comprehending theſe Two Branches, viz. 
that The Church in every Age teaches all the 
Articles of Catholick Faith as derived to it by 
aftillcontinued Oral and Prattical lelivery of 
them ever ſince the days of the Apoſtles, _— 
Is O  Fhat 
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diſtinQtion' of , extztative. and qaantitativie 
extenſion 5) the-ſuppoſed epritatrve ex- 
tenſion of the Eye, either has a figure 

ferent from the \entitative. extenſion of 
the Ear, (and the like is tobe ſaidofevery 
other-Organ of the Body ) or it has not ;- | 
i& it have not, whence I pray comes the 
difference of Organs, in mans Body ? if 
it, have a different figure, it has a diff. 
rent Determination of quantitative exten- 
ſion, ſeeing Figure ariles from the Deer. 
mination of Quantity, and. the ſeveral 
diſtin& ſorts of figure, from the ſeveral 
diſtinct Modes 'of the Determination 
thereof. 
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Word TRADITION is Uled 
in the Foregoing Book. 


Eing given to Underſtand that ſome 
things in the mentioned Book have 
been mi/ apprehended by reafon of the word 
Tradition often uſed in it, but in different 
places (accordingly as the Matter in hand 
required ) ina diffrent ſence, I thought it 
might not prove unuſeful to exp/azz the 
feveral Acceptations in which it is to be un- 
derftood in the whole Treatiſe, and preſent 
them all together, to be ſeenas it were at - 
one view. 
' In ſomeplaces of the Book, by Tradition 
15 meant, the Living Voice of the Church, as 
comprehending theſe Two Branches, vzz. 
that The Church in every Age teaches all the 
Articles of Catholick Faith as derived to it by 
aftillcontinued Oral and Praitical 1elivery of 
them ever ſince the days of the Apoſtles, Fe 6 
| O _ Fhat 
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that whatſoever is taught by the Preſent 
Church of any one Age as an Article 0! Catho- 
lick Faith, the ſame has been al vays held for 
ſuch without interruption from the firſt ſettle. 
ment of Chriſtianity iu the worl4, i rad:!tion 
thus taken ſome Learned Romaxſts alert 
tobe the ozly certain Rule by which men 
are to: judge what Dodtrines are Points of 
Catholick Faith ; but we reject it as not ſafe 
torely upon, for which T have endeavoured 
_toſhew cauſe in the preceding Treatiſe. 
Otherwhile Tradition is ſomewhere uſed 
to ſignifie the perpetually continued delivery 
rj certain particular Dottrines ſaid to have 
cen taught by the Apoſtles,but not committed 
to Writing by them. Which DoQtines-go 
by. the name of A4poftolical Traditions and 
are made part of the Do&rize of Salvation 
by the Remiſh Church, but refuſed by OUS, 
which holds that the Written word of God 
contains in 4t- ( either expreſly, or by xe- 
ceſſary and apparent conſequence ) all things ' 
neceſſary to Salvation. 

Again, by Tradztiozelſewhere is intend- 
ed, That Conveyance of the Canonical Books 
of Scripture, by which they have in every 
Aee ſince they were firſt Writ, been conſtantly 

| re- 


EY 


xecommended to the world to be of Divine 
Authority, which 1s in ſhort, the hiſtorical 
Tradition of the Canonical Books of Holy 
Writ. | : 

Laſtly, Tradition is beſides made uſe of 
to denote The perpeturl delivery of Chriſts 
Do@rine by teaching, profeſſing, and pratti- 
ſing of it without intermiſſion in all Azes of 
the Church from its firſt Plantation to the 
Worlds end, Now in which of the fore- 
mentioned ſenſes Traditio» ought in the 
ſeveral places where it is uſed in the Book, 
£0 be taken, it will be eaſie from the De- 
{criptions given to underſtand. 3 
Tn the Two laſt mentioned Acceptations 
of Trad:ition,alrhough Ihave ſhewn before 
in the Book, the great Benefit thereof to 
the Church; yet T will here add ſomeching 
more for the fuller confirmation of the 


incomparable uſefulneſs ofit in both /exſes 


thereunto. ; __ 
Firſt then, as to the Hiforical Tradition 
of the Canon of Scripture,the advantage we 
have by it, is ſo very conſiderable, that 
there's no way {( without an immediate 
Revelation) to bs aſcertain'd, that the 
Books called Canonical Scripture are-an 
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-  anthentick Rocord. of Gods revealed Will to 


Max, if we reject the Teſti-ony thereof 
\ For unleis the Scripturebea true hiſtorical 
Relation of the things contained in it, 'tis in 
vain to go,about to prove from izternal 
Arguments. its' Divine Authority, And 
that the Scripture is a true Hiſtory of the 
things contazred'1n it, the Scriprure.cannot 
of zt /c// ſuFiciently warrant us, ſince it 15 
not the bare H/r:t:z2,but the W riting ac- 
(cording to #r:th, that atords a true hiftori- 
cal Relation. And the Author of any Book, 
let the Coztezts of it be never lo falſe, may, 
if he pleaſe, aſſert therein, that all he has 
writtex ought to be received for certain and 
unque{tionable Truth. Hence it was that 
Mr. Chilizeworth in his Book againit K, 
Part.1.Ch.2.n.46.makes this return to him 
( not-without {ome ſhew of Ladtgnation ) 
2 The Conclufon. of your Tenth Se. is, 
2 That the Divinity of a Writing cannot be 
? tnonmn from it ſelf alone,but by ſome extrin- 
2? -ſeeal Authority ; . which you need not 
? prove, for no. wile man denies it, But 
” then this Authority is that of Univerſal 
> Tradition, notof your Church,for to me 
2 it isaltogether as avzo71Goy, that the Go- | 


2) ſpel 
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2+. ſpel of St. Matthew is the Word of G x R: S 7 


» as that all which your Church ſays © A 


» true, By this it appears that'there is rhe 
like Neceſſity of F#torical Tradition inthe 


Charch, as there is of having a ratidzal;:af- 


ſarance of the Canonical. Books of 'Saxered 

Writ, becauſe by that we-arrive at this". 
And as for 1radrtion, | when it is taken 
for the ſame with the perpeznal debrvery of 
Chrifts Dottrine by a ſtill continued teaching, 
 profeſſing and prattiſiug of it in all Ages white 
the world laſts,it is of that neceſſary concern 
to Chriſtianity, that whenever or where- 
ever it ceaſes, the Viſible Charch ( whichts 
a Soctety of People profelſing and practiſing 
Chriſts Doetrine) muſtinevitably thenand 
there determine together with it. The con- 
{ideration of which evident truth induced 
Mr. Chilingworth when he was askediby 
his Aaverſary, ' * What Viſible Church there 
© was before Luther diſagreeing from the 
* Roman? to ſay, Tanſwer, that before 
* Luther there were - many . Viſible 
* Churches in many things diſagreeing 
*from the Rywap ; but not that the whole 
*Catholick Church diſagreed from:her, 
* becauſe ſhe her ſelf was apart of «the 
| O 3 « whole, 
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* whole, though much corrupted: : And 
«to undertake to 'name a- Catholick 
« Church diſagreeing from her, is to make 
< her no part of it, which we do-not, nor 
«need not pretend, --Mr.Chillingmorth in 
the 4»ſwer to- the Preface, paz.1 5-3. 19, 
Andagain Part x.Ch. 3. z. 11, hewtiteth 
thus; © Tour Will s,we ſhould remember that 
<6 Chriſt muff always have a Viſible Church. 
.& Anſwer, Your pleaſure ſhall be- dbeyed 
* 0n condition you will not forget . that 
* there is a difference between perpetual 
<Fifibility and perpetual Purity... As for 
the Azſwer which you make for us, true 
<«1t-15, we believe the Catholick Church can- 
< zot periſh,yet that ſhe may and did err in 
< Points.not Fundamental, and*that Pro- 
& teſtants were: obliged to forſake: thoſe 


< Errors of--the (Church, as' they. did, 


* though-not"the Church for her Errors, 
« for-that:they did not; but-continued ſtill 
£ Members of the” Church.< For! it is not 
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* Acceptations of the word Tradition. 1991 
Wit is for me to renounce my- Brothers or: 
. «my Friends Vices or Errors, and to re- 
_* nounce my Brother or Friend. ;The for-. 
\ & mer was done by Proteſtants, the latter 
"yas not done. There will then,tis plain, 
: bea Viſible Church, or a Society of People: 
. brofeſſing and prattiſing Chygſts Doitrine,. 
till the Conſummarion of all things. Nor, 
 1fit-were objected, that the Pergeznity of 
' the Church depends upon the efficacious 
Power of our Saviours Promiſeto abidexwith 
it tothe ezdof the. World, would it make 
any thing at all againſt what 'T have ſaid, 
,For that ſame efficacious Power is the Prins 
| cipal efficient Cauſe of the Churches 'Preſer- 
; pation and Continuance; the" perpetual 
teaching, profeſſing, and prattifing. Chrifts. 
 DoiFrine, or Oral and Prattical T radition,' 
$ only a zeceſſary means, or ſubſervient in- 
termediate Cauſe by which Chrift the Chief 
cauſe efeQs the Preſervation and Continu- 
ance of the Viſible Church. 
- From this perpetual prattical Conveyance 
of Chrifts 'Dofrine, two things of grand 
Importance in relation to the Ru/e of Faith - 
come to paſs. For firſt, we have very great 
and ſtrong aſſnraxce of the Preſervation - 
| in F:59} the 
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